SECTION-BY-SECTION ANALYSIS OF CHANGES TO THE SEA GRANT LEGISLATION

Global Changes

Throughout the document, the term “advisory services™ has been replaced with “extension”.
Additionally, all references to the Sea Grant Review Panel have been replaced with references to
the National Sea Grant Advisory Board, consistent with changes made in section 209.

Section 1. Short Title and References.

This section of the bill cites the short title as the “National Sea Grant College Program
Authorization Act of 2008,” and establishes that, unless otherwise noted, references to
amendments or repeal of a section or other provision are to be considered to be made to a section
or provision of the National Sea Grant College Program Act (33 U.S.C. §§ 1121 et seq.).

Section 2. Amendments to Findings and Purpose.

This section provides a few minor amendments to section 202 of the National Sea Grant College
Program Act (NSGCPA); changes are proposed to clarify activities of the National Sea Grant
Program (Sea Grant).

Section 3. Definitions.

This section deletes the definition of “panel” and replaces it with a definition for “board”,
consistent with changes made to section 209 and adds a definition for “extension” consistent
with changes made throughout the document.

Section 4. National Sea Grant College Program.

This section amends section 204 of the NSGCPA to encourage collaboration among sea grant
colleges and institutes, and between sea grant colleges and institutes and other entities. This
section includes language specifying that partnerships between or among individual sea grant
programs, on a regional or national basis, are encouraged. Such partnerships would allow state
programs to work together to address regional issues and apply for grants together (see also
section 205(c) of the bill).

This section also authorizes Sea Grant to support international activities, including efforts to
assist foreign nations in the application of knowledge and technology to support sustainable
forms of coastal and marine resource development and conservation, consistent with the
Administration’s U.S. Ocean Action Plan.

Finally, this section calls for a review of guidelines related to the activities and responsibilities of
sea grant colleges and sea grant institutes every four years. It also revises the role of the
National Sea Grant Director to evaluate and assess the performance of Sea Grant programs,
removing the requirement to “rate the programs according to their relative performance into no
less than 5 categories, with each of the 2 best performing categories containing no more than 25
percent of the programs.” The section also directs the Director to allocate funding in such a
manner to stimulate partnerships among sea grant colleges and institutes, and with other
programs within the Administration, to address priorities identified at the regional and national
levels.






