
MY NAME IS WILLIAM POWERS. I LIVE AT 10 WESTMINISTER DRIVE IN THE

TOWN OF CORTLANDT. MY HOME IS ONE OF OVER 200 HOMES THAT ABUT THE

PROPOSED ROUTE ALONG THE CONED RIGHT OF WAY AND THAT IS LIKELY TO

BE DAMAGED BY THE BLASTING THAT IS PLANNED FOR MUCH OF THE

PROPOSED ROUTE WITHIN THE COASTAL MANAGEMENT ZONE. I WOULD LIKE

TO THANK YOU FOR THE OPORTUNITY TONIGHT TO BRIEFL Y DISCUSS THE

IMPACT THAT THE PLANNED BLASTING IN THE PROPOSED MILLENNIUM

PIPELINE PROJECT WILL HAVE ON HOMES, LAND AND WATER THAT ARE

LOCATED WITHIN CLOSE PROXIMITY TO BLASTING AREAS.

DESPITE WHAT THE MILLENNIUM PIPELINE COMPANY HAS ALLEDGED, THERE

IS SUFFICIENT EVIDENCE THAT THE PROPOSED PIPELINE ROUTE ALONG THE

CONED RIGHT -OF-WAY IS "VIRTUALLY MADE OF BEDROCK" AND CONTAINS

"SEVERE TERRAIN AND PERVASIVE ROCK" FOR OVER 90% OF THE ROUTE

ALONG THE RIGHT -OF-WAY. TO ILLUSTRATE AND REINFORCE THE POINT IT ,

SHOULD BE NOTED THAT THE TRANSMISSION LINE STRUCTURES ON THE

RIGHT OF WAY ARE CONSTRUCTED USING LATTICE TYPE CONSTRUCTION TO

ACCOMMODATE THE EXTREMEL Y ROCKY TERRAINE. THE LATTICE TOWERS

SIT ON TOP OF POURED CONCRETE FOUNDATIONS. THIS WAS THE ONLY WAY

THAT CONED COULD CONSTRUCT ITS FACILITIES ON THE EXTREMEL Y TIGHT

RIGHT -OF-WAY WITH A MINIMUM OF BLASTING. IN ADDITION, ACCORDING TO

CONED'S AS-BUIL T CONSTRUCTION DRAWINGS OF BOTH ELECTRIC LINES

RUNNING ALONG THE RIGHT -OF-WAY THAT DETAIL THE SOIL CONDITIONS

WHERE THE TOWERS WERE PLACED, OF THE 325 TOWER STRUCTURES, 225

ARE KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN PLACED ON BEDROCK, 1 OF WHICH WILL NOW BE

APPROXIMATELY 10 FEET FROM THE BLASTING. IN ADDITION, PORTIONS OF A

NUMBER OF HOMES SITUATED ALONG THE RIGHT -OF-WAY ARE "PINNED" TO

THE SAME SYSTEM OF BEDROCK.

WITH THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE EXISTENCE OF EXTENSIVE BEDROCK,

MILLENNIUM PIPELINE COMPANY HAS CONCEDED THAT "BLASTING WILL BE
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CAN CREATE LEAKS THAT WOULD CONTAMINATE THE SOILS AND

WATER SYSTEMS IN THE COASTAL ZONE. WILL MILLENNIUM

COMPENSATE THE HOMEOWNERS FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF

UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANKS AND CLEANUP COSTS? CAN

MILLENNIUM EVER REPAIR THE DAMAGE TO THE SOIL AND THE WATER

CAUSED BY OIL LEAKS?

.BLASTING ALSO HAS THE POTENTIAL TO CREATE AND EJECT HIGH-

VELOCTY, RAZOR-SHARP FL Y ROCK THAT CAN INJURE AND/OR KILL

PEOPLE THOUSANDS OF FEET FROM THE BLASTING ZONE. THERE IS NO

DEFINED PROXIMITY IN WHICH SAFETY CAN BE GUARANTEED, BUT

SAFETY RISKS AND DAMAGE TO HOMES AND STRUCTURES, NOT TO

MENTION INJURY TO HUMANS, THAT ARE WITHIN 75' OF THE BLASTING

AREA ARE A CERTAINTY. AND YET, THE FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

STUDY (FEIS) CONCEDED THAT NO "DETAILED BLASTING PLAN FOR

CONSTRUCTION" EXISTS FOR THESE AREAS. SUBMISSIONS ON RECORD

REGARDING THESE SAFETY ISSUES REMAIN UNANSWERED AND

UNCHALLENGED.

.ADDITIONAL CONCERNS CREATED BY THE BLASTING INCLUDE THE

POSSIBILITY OF OPENING BEDROCK FRACTURES THAT MAY PERMIT

GAS FROM PIPELINE LEAKS TO MIGRATE TO NEARBY RESIDENCES AND

IGNITE; CONVEY BLAST -RELATED CARBON MONOXIDE INTO HOMES;

AND CHANNEL W A TER INTERCEPTED BY THE PIPELINE TRENCH INTO

BASEMENTS.

.ANOTHER ISSUE THAT HAS NEVER BEEN SATISFACTORIL Y ADDRESSED

IS THE CHEMICAL CONTENT OF THE DIRT THAT WILL BECOME AIR-

BOURNE DUST DURING BLASTING AND HEAVY CONSTRUCTION. OUT OF

IGNORANCE, STUPIDITY OR DISHONESTY, THE SUBSTANCE THAT WAS

OF MAJOR CONCERN TO THE RESIDENTS ALONG THE RIGHT-OF-WAY

AND BEYOND, THE CARCINOGIN KNOWN AS DIOXIN, WAS NEVER

TESTED FOR BY MILLENNIUM OR ANYONE. DISTURBING THESE TYPES

OF CARCINOGINS BY BLASTING WILL HAVE AN EXTREMELY
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DETRIMENTAL EFFECT ON THE HEALTH OF HOMEOWNERS ALONG THE

RIGHT -OF-WAY IN THE COASTAL ZONE AND HOMEOWNERS IN MANY

PARTS OF THE COUNTY. AIRBOURNE DIOXIN, A BY PRODUCT OF THE

DEFOLIANT AGENT ORANGE THAT WAS KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN USED

ALONG THE POWER LINES BEFORE IT WAS BANNED FROM USE BY THE

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IN THE EARLY 1980S, WILL ALSO HAVE A

NEGATIVE EFFECT ON MANY OF THE ECOSYSTEMS IN THE COASTAL

ZONE.

THE ISSUES DESCRIBD HERE HAVE NEVER BEEN REBUTTED IN THE RECORD.

AND SUREL y THE LOSS OF A HOME -OR A LIFE -IS NOT IN ACCORDANCE

WITH THE COASTAL MANAGEMENT PROGRAM. ESPECIALL y WHEN ALTERNATE

ROUTES ARE A V AILABLE.

IN SUMMARY, THE BLASTING PROPOSED BY MILLENNIUM PIPELINE COMPANY

WILL RESUL T IN DAMAGE TO PEOPLES' HOMES ALONG THE ROUTE, SOIL AND

FIRMAMENT DISRUPTION WITHIN THE COASTAL MANAGEMENT ZONE, AND

IRREVICABLE HARM TO WATER SOURCES WITHIN THE CMZ. ANYONE WHO

HAS BEEN INVOLVED IN THE PROCESS OR ANY STATE OR FEDERAL AGENCY

THAT HAS MADE AN HONEST EFFORT TO REVIEW THE FACTS THAT HAVE

TRANSPIRED WILL NOTE THAT MILLENNIUM PIPELINE HAS CONSISTENTL Y

ATTEMPTED TO MINIMIZE AND IN MANY CASES IGNORE RISKS THAT HAVE

BEEN RAISED. THEIR RESPONSE IS GENERALLY OF THE "WE BELIEVE..." KIND

AND YET, AS NOTED IN SEVERAL OF THE BRIEFS THAT HAVE BEEN

PRESENTED, THERE HAVE BEEN LITTLE IN THE WAY OF FACTUAL RESPONSES

TO CONCERNS OR DEMONSTRATED TECHNIQUES FOR MITIGATING ANY OF

THE RISKS. ALTERNATE ROUTES THAT POSE FAR LESS RISKS TO

HOMEOWNERS, LAND AND WATER WITHIN THE COASTAL MANAGEMENT ZONE

EXIST. I STRONGL Y URGE THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE TO DENY

MILLENNIUMS FEDERAL CONSISTENCY APPEAL FROM THE OBJECTION MADE

BY THE NEW YORK DEPARTMENT OF STATE. THANK YOU
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