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. Thank you for your EFH Conservation Recommendations and Endangered Species
Act comments that were filed on September 10, 2002, in response to our July 3, 2002
request to reinitiate consultations with the NMFS for the Millennium Pipeline Project
(Project). - _ | '

FERC's Response to Magnuson-sﬁvens F‘iehery Conservation and
Management Act (MSA) Comments: .

Pursuant to the MSA, your letter included four EFH Conservation |
Recommendations (CRs) for the Project. As required, we are providing our response to
your recommendations. We agree with all of your EFH CRs, and have included them as
‘conditions in appendix B of our September 18, 2002 Final Order (Order) issued to the
Millennjum Pipeline Company, L.P. (Millennium). In addition, Millenhium must comply
with the environmental conditions required in our December 19, 2001 Interim Order.
Many of these conditions require Millennium to file additional information for our review
and written approval prior to the start of construction. Please note that we will continue
to coordinate with the NMFS as this information is filed and reviewed. |

]



0927 -2002-05:03:39-"FM Paas -3

ROl
944050
Pursuant to our request to reinitiate formal consultation wnder section 7 of the
ESA, your letter included seven recommendations for the Project to avoid potential take

of the shortnose sturgeon. We agree with all of your ESA recommendations, and as
stated in the Order we have included them as conditions in appendix B.

Summary

, We belicve that this letter concludes our consultations required under both the -
MSA and ESA, The FERC staff will continue to coordinate regulatoty compliance the
Habitat Conservation and Protected Resources Divisions of your agency. To ensure that
any future responses and comments from you are received properly and distributed

timely, please:
. Send an original and two copies of your comments fo:

Magalie R. Salas, Secretary

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
888 First St., NE, Room 1A
Washington, DC 20426; and

. Label one copy of the comments for the attention of Gas Branch 2, PJ-11.2,

. -If you have any questions, comments, or sﬁggecﬁous, please contact J'eﬁ‘rey Shenot
at (202) 502-8329 or Jennifer Kerrigan at (202) 502-8954. Thank you for your
assistance. o :

Sincerely, ~ '

LNy

Lauren H. QDonnell, Chief
Gas Branch 2 -

cc:  Public File, Docket Nos, CP98-150-000, et al, and CP98~151-000

Paul Leuchner, Regulatory Branch Chief

U.S. Amuy Carps of Engineers, Buffalo District
1776 Niagra Street

Buffalo, NY. 14207



Margaret Crawford, Project Manager .

U.S. Anmy Corps of Engineers, Buffalo District
7413 County House Road

Anburn, NY. 13021

George Nieves, Regulatory Branch Chief
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New York District, New York City Office
26 Federal Plaza

New York, NY. 10278-0090

Heidi Firstencel, Project Manager
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New York District, Albany Field Office
P.O. Box 209 '

Troy, NY. 12182
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