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DEVELOPMENT POLICIES

RESTOR1~, REVITALIZE, AND REDEVEWP DETERIORATED
AND UNDERUTILIZED WATERFRONT AREAS FOR
COMMEJtCIAL, INDUSTRIAL, CULTURAL, RECREATIONAL
AND OnlER COMPATIBLE USES.

POLICY 1

EXISTINC:; PLANNING AND ZONING DOCUMENTS SHOULD BE
REVIEWJW AND AMENDED WHERE NECESSARY TO ENSURE
DEVELO:PMENT WImIN mE COMMlJNlTY IS CONSISTENT
WITH AI)OPTED GOALS AND POLICIES.

POLICY lA

REDEVEJLOP AND REVITALIZE Vn.LAGE OWNED LAND AT
mE ME~rRO NORTH TRAIN STA TION, INCLUDING VILLAGE
GARAGE, AND BA Y AREA. ENCOURAGE INTEGRA TED
DEVELO:PMENT OF Vn.LAGE PROPERTY TO ASSURE
FULFILLMENT o F REQUIREMENTS RELA TIN G TO P ARKIN G
AND AC(:~SORY USES OF METRO NORm TRAIN STATION,
WHll.,E I~ACILITATING PUBLIC ACC~S TO BAY AREA AND

RECREA'rIONAL USE.

POLICY lB

I

I EVERY :E:FFORT SHOULD BE MADE BY rnE MUNICIPALITY
TO ENCOURAGE rnE MUTUAL COOPERATION AND
EXCHANGE OF ~ORMATION BI:TWEEN GOVERNMENTAL
AGENCn~ INVOLVED IN CLEAN-UP OF mE CROTON
LANDFII.,L AND METRo-NoRm LAGOON IN ORDER TO
DEVELOP COMMERCIAL USE OF RESOURCES FOUND IN mE
COASTA:L AREA.

POLICY lC

REQUIRJi: RESTORA TION OF DETI:RIORA TING STRUC~
RELATEJD TO RAILROAD USE AND ASSURE APPROPRIATE
MAINTEl~ANCE AND SCREENING TO REDUCE VISUAL

IMPACT .

POLICY ID

I

DEVELOP mE OLD SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANT SITE AT
mE INTERSECTION OF ROUTE 9A AND MUNICIPAL PLACE.

POLICY lE

Ex~laDatioD of Policv

The Vil1aJ~e's waterfront is characterized by extreme limitations upon physical access to the

waters of the Hudson and the Croton Rivers. Although there are Village-owned parks,
recreation:al areas on the Croton and Hudson Rivers' edges, access to these parks is both
forebodinJ~ and, at times, hazardous. Due to the limited amount of land with direct access to

I

I
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See also Policies 19, 24, and 25.
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I

I Thle action should enhance existing and anticipated uses;

IIIo Thle action should im pro¥e the deteriorated condition of a site and, at a minimum, must III
I not cause f\lrther deterioration; I

o The action must lead to development which is compatible with the character of the area,

with consideration given to scale, architectural style, density, and intensity of use;

o The action should have the potential to improve the existing economic base of the

community , and, at a minimum, must not jeopardize this base;

I o The action should improve adjacent and upland views of the water, and, at a minimum,

ml1st not affect these vie:ws in an insensitive manner;

I o The action should have the potential to improve the opportunities for multiple uses of the

site.

I See also Policies 10,19,20,21.,22. III

POLICY 2 FACILITATE THE SITING OF WATER DEPENDENT USES AND
IIII FACILI1'IES ON OR ADJACENT TO COASTAL WATERS.

POLICY 2A EXPANDI RESTRICTIONS ON mE USE OF POWER BOA TS ON
I THE HlJDSON RIVER AND CROTON RIVER AND BA y BY

FURmE:R ENFORCING THE PARAMETERS mAT REGULATE
BOAT TJRAmC SUCH AS SPEED, TURBmlTY , SAFETY, AND
MOOmJG AND SLUDGE DISPOSAL. SUCH CONTROLS WILL

J FURmE:R INCREASE mE COMPA TmILITY OF POWER BOAT
IIIUSE Wll1I OTHER FORMS OF RECREA TION USE WlrnIN mE

COASTAL ZONE AREA.

I

II I
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III
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III

~

III

~Ianatjon of Policv

To ensure that "water-dependent" uses can continue to be accommodated within the coas~ zone
area, the 'village and aJ~encies of New York State will avoid undertaking, funding, or approving
non-water dependent uses w1hen such uses would preempt the reasonably foreseeable
developm,ent of water-,dependeI1,t uses on the existing vacant ~'aterfront parcels.

I, II I The follo'Ning uses and facilities are considered desirable as water-dependent in the Village:

I I. USt~S which depend on tlle utilization of resources found in coastal waters;

2. fe(;reational activities dependent on access to coastal waters;

I
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3. flood and erosion protective structures;

4 scientific/educational acti~'ities, which by their nature, require access to coastal waters;

5.
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I III

boats within the Village's jurisdiction along the Hudson River. Recognizing the FederalI government regulates boat traffic in the navigable waters of the Hudson, the Village must also
be prepared to initiate, adopt, and enforce regulations for use of such recreational vessels within
its jurisdiction on the Hudson. To accomplish this, the existing loca1law must be amended and

I submitted to the State for review"

POLICY 3 THE STATE COASTAL POLICY REGARDING THE
I DEVELOP'MENT OF MAJOR PORTS IS NOT APPLICABLE TO

CROTON.

POLICY 4 THE STATE COASTAL POLICY REGARDING THE .
I STRENGTHENING OF SMALL HARBORS IS NOT APPLICABLE

TO CROT,ON.

I POLICY 5 ENCOUR)~GE THE LOCA TION OF DEVELOPMENT IN AREAS
WHERE F'UBLIC SERVICES AND FACn..ITIES ESSENTIAL TO
SUCH DE'{ELOPMENT ARE ADEQUATE, EXCEPT WHEN SUCHI DEVELOP'MENT HAS SPECIAL FUNCTIONAL REQUmEJ\IIENTS
OR ornlffi CHARACTERISTICS WHICH NECESSITATE ITS
LOCATION IN omER COASTAL AREAS.

I' POLICY 5A WHEN FJ~ASmLE, DEVELOPMENT WmIIN mE VILLAGE

SHOULD BE DIRECTED WITHIN rnE CURRENT SERVICE
AREA OF EXISTING WATER AND SEWER FACn..ITIES OR IN

I CLOSE PFtOXIMITY TO AREAS WHERE DISTRIBUTION LINES
CURREN1~LY EXIST .

I POLICY 5B THE EXTENSION OF w A TER AND SEWER DISTRIBUTION
~ LINES BI~YOND AREAS CURRENTLY SERVED SHOULD BE

UNDERT~lKEN CAUTIOUSLY AND wlm PRUDENT REGARD
I FOR Vn..LAGE w A TER RESOURCES AND mE PRESERV A noN

OF ENVIFtONMENT AL v ALUE5 IN UNDEVELOPED AREAS.

POLICY sc LIMIT PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT WITHIN THOSE PORTIONS
I OF mE COASTAL ZONE BOUNDARY AREA, WHERE TRAFFIC

IMPACTS SUCH AS SITE DISTANCE AND CARRYING
CAPACITY OF mE ROADWAYS ARE RESTRICTED,

I' PARnCULARLY ALONG ROUTE 9A~ ALBANY POST ROAD AND
ROUTE 1~~9.

I f.:\:RlaDati~,D or Policv

, Development, particularly large-scale development, in the coastal zone will be encouraged to

I locate within, contiguous to, or in close proximity to, existing areas of concentrated development
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where infrastructure and public :§ervices are in place, and where topography, geology, and other
environme:ntal conditions are su:ltable for and able to accommo<late development. In evaluating
each proposal, the scale and tYJ>e of development will be asse;sed with respect to consistency
with the present character of th!: community.

The above policies are intended to accomplish the following'

Strengthen existing residc~ntial, industrial and commerci.Ll centers, such as in the Center
Village section;

2. Increase the productivity of existing public services and moderate the need to provide
costly new public services in outlying areas;

3. Preserve open space.

Objective No.3 is of particular jlmponance in the coastal zone area due to the probable impact
of development of the last remaining large vacant parcels within the Village. These parcels are
important natural areas and havc~ been identified as offering visually important vistas and are
enjoyed a~: such by the community. Pressure for development, particularly residential
development, of these parcels must consider the impact on the infrastructure systems including
the roadway network, water and sewage disposal systems, as well as the impact on wildlife
habitats. Development must als;o consider policies related to preservation of viewsheds and
protection :from flooding and erosion.

The following poin ts shall be co:rlsidered in assessing the adequacy of an area .s infrastructure
and public services:

a. Streets and highways servj:cing the proposed site can safely accommodate the peak traffic
genc~rated by the proposed land development. Traffic analysis of impacts from proposed
devf~lopment will be asseS!ied during planning and environmental reviews. Any proposed
development should include mitigation measures to reduce traffic impacts on existing
Villiige streets. See Invl:ntory and Analysis, Section J, for a discussion of Village
roadways and the need for coordination of bus and train schedules to facilitate the use
of public transportation.

b. Dev,~lopment.s water supply (consumptive and fire fighting) can be met by the existing
wate:r supply system;

c. Sewiige disposal system CCU1 accommodate the wastes generated by the development;

d, StonTlwater runoff from the proposed site can be accommodated by the on-site and/or
off-site facilities; and
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e. Schools, policc and fire protection, and health and social services are adequate to meet
the l!1eedS of the population expected to live, work, shop, or conduct business in the areas
as a result of the development.

It is recognized that certain forms of development may and/or should occur at locations which
are not witltin or near areas of concentrated development. Such development can only occur if
water supply and sewage disposal facilities are available.

There is a recognized need for a detailed traffic study for the Village of Croton-on-Hudson.
Such data collection and analysis, and subsequent mitigation m('.asures should be prepared and
incorporat~j into the Master Plaraning process. Results of the study would become part of the
basic studies for the Master Plam and would be considered in recommendations for future

development.

I This policy does not apply to wal:er-dependent uses with site requirements not compatible with
this policy or when alternative sites are not available or uses and/or activities which because of
public safety consideration should be located away from populous areas.

POLICY 6 EXPEDITI~ PERMIT PROCEDURES IN ORDER TO FACn..ITATE
THE SITn~G OF DEVEWPMENT ACTIVITIES AT SUITABLE
LOCA TIO:NS.

POLICY 6A TO EXPEDITE PERMIT PROCED~, mE VILLAGE SHALL
COORDINATE ALL RELEV ANT LOCAL LA WS INTO A
DEVEWPMENT PACKAGE FOR APPLICANTS AND/OR MAKE
ALL WCj\L LA WS A V All.,ABLE TO ~PPLICANTS PROPOSING
DEVEWPMENT ACTIVITIES.

I

I
EXDlanation of Polic~

I For specific types of development activities and in areas suitable for such development, State and
Village agerlcies will make every e:ffort to coordinate and synchronize existing permit procedures
and regulatory programs, as lo,ng as the integrity of the regulations' objectives is not
jeopardized. It is especially nece:~sary to clearly articulate such requirements for development
for sites along the upland area of l~he hills. These procedures and programs will be coordinated
within each agency. Also, efforts will be made to ensure that each agency's procedures and
programs aJre synchronized with other agencies' procedures at each level of government.
Finally, regulatory programs and procedures will be coordinated and synchronized between
levels of government, and, if necessary, legislative and/or programmatic changes will be
recommendr.d.

I

In order to l:xpedite procedures for development applications, the Village shall provide to the
applicant a package of all relevant laws, including ones recently adopted or amended. This will

I
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ensure that proposals .ire devel,oped that would be consistent with the legal framework of the

Village.

Legislativ,: action take,n by the Village should include the desIgnation of a consistency review
committee: to review clevelopm,:nt proposals for consistency with the L WRP policies. This
review may be incorporated into the tasks of existing committees. The Planning Board, Zoning
Board, tIle Village Board, the 'Water Control Commission, or other existing committees shall
review su(;h proposals for consistency with the provisions of the Zoning Ordinance.

ru;H AND WILDLIFE POLIC]~

POLICY 7 SIGNIFICANT COASTALFlSH AND Wll.DLIFE HABITA TS Wn..L
BE PROTECTED, PRESERVED, AND, WHERE PRACTICAL,
R~TORED SO AS TO MAINTAIN mEm VIAB~ITY AS
I[ABITA1rs.

POLICY 7 A 1HE QlJALITY OF rnE CROTON RIVER AND BA y
SIGNIFICANT FISH AND Wn.DLIFE HABITAT AND
HA VERS'I'RA W BA Y SIGNIFICANT FISH AND Wn..DLIFE
HABITA1r SHALL BE PROTECTED AND IMPROVED FOR
C:ONSER'V A TION, ECONOMIC, AESmEnC, RECREA TIONAL,
AND O11IER PUBLIC USES AND V ALUES. ITS RESOURCES
SHALL BE PROTECTED FROM mI; 1lIREA T OF POLLUTION,
~IISUSE, AND ~SMANAGEMENT .

POLICY '7B }\IIA TERlJ\LS rnA T CAN DEGRADE w A TER QUALITY ANI)
DEGRADE OR DESTROY mE ECOLOGICAL SYSTEM OF mJ.:
CROTON RIVER AND BA Y SIGNIF1CANT FISH AND Wn.DLIFE
E[ABITAT AND mE HAVERSTRAW BAY SIGNIFICANT FISH
AND Wll..DLIFE HABITAT SHALL NOT BE DISPOSED OF OR
ALLOWED TO DRAIN IN, OR ON LAND WlmIN, mE AREA OJ'
n~UENCE IN mE SIGNIFICANT FISH AND Wn..DLIF1~
H:ABITATS.

POLICY 7C STORAG]~ OF MA TERIALS mA T CAN DEGRADE W A TER
QVALm' AND DEGRADE OR DKSTROY mE ECOLOGICAI.I
SYSTEM ~OF THE CROTON RIVER AND BA Y SIGNIFICANT FISH
AND W'ILDLIFE HABITAT OR HAVERSTRAW BAY
S][GNIF1CANT F1SH AND Wll.DLIFE HABITAT SHALL NOT BE:
P:ERMIT1'ED WImIN THE AREA OF INFLUENCE OF mE
HABITAT UNLESS BEST AVAn..ABI~E TECHNOLOGY IS USEI.
TO PREVENT ADVERSE ThfPACTS TO mE HABITAT.
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I

~TOR.~TION OF DEGRADED ECOLOGICAL ELEMENTS OF
mE CROTON RIVER AND BA y AND HA VERSTRA W BA y
SIGNIFIC:ANT FISH AND Wll.DLIFE HABITATS AND
SHOREL,~S SHALL BE INCLUDED IN ANY PROGRMfS FOR
CLEANUP OF ANY ADJACENT TOXIC AND HAZARDOUS
W ASTE ~;ITES.

POLICY 7D

POLICY 7E RUNOFF FROM PUBLIC AND PRI\'ATE PARKING LOTS AND
FROM STORM SEWER OVERF1..OWS SHALL BE EFFECTIVELY
CHANNELED SO AS TO PREVENT On.., GREASE, AND OnIER
CONTAM[lNANTS FROM POLLUTING SURFACE AND GROUND
W A TER }~ IMPACT mE SIGNrnCANT FISH AND Wn..DLIFE
HABITATS.

POLICY 7F CONSTR1JCTION ACTIVITY OF ANY KIND MUST NOT CAUSE
A MEAStJRABLE INCREASE IN EROSION OR n.oODING AT
mE SI1rE OF SUCH ACTIVITY, OR IMPACT OrnER
LOCA TIC.NS. CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY SHALL BE TIMED
SO rnAT SPAWNING OF ANADROMOUS FISH SPECIES AND
SHELL~SH WILL NOT BE ADVERSELY AFFECTED.

I

I POLICY '7G SUCH ACTIVITIES MUST NOT CAUSE DEGRADATION OF
WATER <~UALITY OR IMPACT m~TIFIED SIGNIFICANT FISH
AND WIL,DLIFE HABITATS.

Ex~lanati()n of Policy

The Croton River and Bay and Haverstraw Bay are designated Significant Coastal Fish and
Wildlife Habitats.

See Inventory and Analysis, Section H and Inventory and Analysis Appendix for description of
habitats.

Habitat protection is re:ognized as fundamental to assuring the survival of fish and wildlife
population~;. Certain habitats cLre critical to the maintenance of a given population and,
therefore, merit special protection.I
Such habitits exhibit one or morl~ of the following characteristics:

0 are essenltial to the survival of a large portion of a particular fish or wildlife

population (e.g. feeding grounds, nursery areas);

I 0 support p~pulations of rare and endangered species;

I
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0 are fourud at a vel)' low frequency within a coas:al region;

0 support fish and wildlife populations having significant commercial and/or
recreatioll1al value; and

0 would be difficult or impossible to replace.

A habitat impairment test must be met for any activity that is subject to consistency review
under federciJ and State laws, or under applicable local laws c:ontained in an approved local
waterfront :revitalization program. If that proposed action is su~ject to consistency review, then
the habitat protection pcllicy applies, whether the proposed acti(m is to occur within or outside:
the designated area.

The specific: habitat iml;>alnneot test that must be met is as follows:

destroy thl~ habitat; or

significantly impair the viability of a habitat.

1II-12
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The range of physical, biological and chemical parameters which should be considered in
applying the habitat impairmen1: test include, but are not limited to, the following:

PhysicaJ parameters, such as living space circulation, flushing rates, tidal
amplitude, turbiclity, water temperature, depth (including loss of littoral zone),
morphology, substrate type, vegetation, structUre, erosion and sedimentation

rates;
I

2. Biological parameters, such as community structure, food chain relationships,

species diversity, predator/prey relationships, population size, mortality rates,
reproduc:tive rate:s, meristic features, behavioral patterns and migratory patterns;
andI

3. ChemiC2ll parameters, such as dissolved oxygen, carbon dioxide, acidity,

dissolvecj solids, nutrients, organics, salinity, and pollutants (heavy metals, toxics

and hauLrdcus m:a.terials).

Significant coastal fish anli wildllife habitats are evaluated, de5ignated and mapped pursuant to
the Waterfront Revitalization and Coastal Resources Act (Executive Law of New York, Article
42). The New York :State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) evaluates the
significanl:e of coastal fish and ~'ildlife habitats, and following a recommendation from the DEC,
the Department of Statl: designates and maps specific areas.

I

Activities in Croton River and Bay and Haverstraw Bay that would degrade water quality ,
increase tlllrbidity or se:dim~ntation, reduce flows, increase water temperatures or alter water
salinities or temperaturle in the c:ase of Haverstraw Bay would result in significant impairment
of the habitat. Any physical alte:ration of the habitat, through dredging, filling, or bulkheading,
would result in a direc:t loss o:F valuable habitat area. Habitat disturbances would be most
detrimental during fish spawning and incubation periods, which generally extend from April
through August for mlost warm water and anadromous specIes. Discharges of sewage or
stormwater runoff contiining se<iiments or chemical pollutants may result in significant adverse
impacts on fish populations and must be prohibited. Similarly. spills of oil or other hazardous
substances, from indusl:rial acti"ity, and leachate of contaminated groundwater, constitute a
potential threat to fish .md wildlife in the bays.

I

I Of particular concern jin tlle Croton River and Bay major tributary system are the potential
effects of upstream disturbance:s, including water withdrawals, impoundments, stream bed
disturbances, and efflulent discharges. These are also concerns in Haverstraw Bay as are
hydrologic: disturbances (water ~Iithdrawals). Establishment of minimum flow requirements for
the Crotol11 River up to the first j:mpassable barrier to fish has had a significant beneficial effec:t
on the are-a; however, under drought conditions, releases from the Croton Reservoir can be
reduced to zero. Minimum flow ~uirements for the Croton River should be maint.ained up tlO
thed.am.I
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Existing areas of natural vegetation bordering Croton River and Bay and Haverstraw Bay should
be maintained to provide ban~: cover, soil stabilization, perching sites, and buffer areas.

However. development of public access to the bay areas is desirable to ensure that adequate
opportunities for compcltible human uses of the fish and wildlife resources are available.

Clean-up of the two Type 2 Sup:rfund sites, Croton Landfill and the Metro-North Lagoon, are
under the preview of thl: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Every effort should be made
to require a hastened 1=leanup of these sites and restoration of the significant habitats and
shorelands which borde]r them. The Village should be consulted with and provide authorization
for all actions regarding: cleanup and restoration of these sites.

In addition, efforts shoutld be made to have the Village remove the road maintenance materials
located at l~e southern end of tIle Croton Harmon parking lot. The Village and the private
owners of the parking lclts at the Croton Harmon station should be required to control and filter
runoff to prevent pollution of the: Habitats.

See Policie.s 8. 25.33. :~4. 35.37.44

POLICY 8 P.FtOTECT FISH AND Wll..DLIFE RESOURCES IN 11IE COASTAL
AlmA FROM mE INTRODUCTION OF HAZARDOUS W ASTES
Arm OTHJER POLLUTANTS WHICH BIO-A CCUMULA TE IN mE
F()OD CHAIN OR WHICH CAUSE SIGNIFICANT SUBLETHAL
Olt LETHi~L EFFECT ON THOSE RESOURCES.

ExD)anatiolf1of Po)ic~

Hazardous wastes are unwanted by-products of manufacturing processes and are generally
characterized as being flammable:, corrosive, reactive, or toxic More specifically, waste is
defined in E.nvironmentaJ Conservation Law [§27-090I (3)] as "waste or combination of wastes
which because of its quantity, concentration, or physical chemical or infectious characteristics

may: (I) cause, or significantly contribute to an increase in mortality or an increase in serious
irreversible, or incapacitating reversible illness; or (2) pose a substantial present or potential
hazard to human health or the environment when improperly treated, stored, transported or
otherwise m:maged. " A Iiist ofhaz.ardous wastes (6NYCRR Part 371) has been adopted by DEC.

The handling (storage, triansport, treatment and disposal) of the materials included on this list
is being stri,ctly regu)ate(j in New York State to prevent their entry or introduction into the

environment, particularly in the State's air, land and waters. The State enforces the federal
regulations (management ,strategies) with respect to the transportation and tracking of materials,
control of i:nterim stora1~e areas, and regulation of disposal sites. Such controls should

effectively minimize possible contimination of and bio-accumulation in the State's coastal fish
and wildlife resources at levels tJi1at cause mortality or create physiological and behavioral

disorders.
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I Other pollutants are those convf:ntional wastes, generated from point and nonpoint sources, that
are not identified as h~lZa!dous wastes but are controlled throl.gh other State laws.

Debris antj other consti"Uction or waste materials from the rail yards or other industries shall not
be deposited in coastal areas where they may leach into groundwater supplies or directly effe-ct
wildlife rf:sources.

See Policies 7,25,30,33,34,37,40, 44.

POLICY 9 I~XPAND, RECREA TIONAL USE OF FISH AND Wfi,DLIFE
FtESOUR.CES IN COASTAL AREAS BY INCREASING ACCESS TO
I~XISTING RESOURCES, SUPPLEM}:NTING EXISTING STOCK.~,
A~ DE'{ELOPING NEW ~OURCES. SUCH EFFORTS SHALL
BE MADE IN A MANNER WHICH ENSURES mE PROTECnON
OF RENf£W ABLE FISH AND Wll.DLIFE ~OURCES AND
CONSmJE:RS OTHER ACTIVITIES DEPENDENT ON mEM.

POLICY 9A ENSURE CONTINUED RECREA TIONAL USE AND PUBLIC
ACCESS TO mE RIVERS nIROUGH Vn..LAGE-OWNED LAND
AillJACENT TO mE METRo-NoRm PARKING LOT, AT
CROTO~l POINT PARK AND A T SE~ASQUA PARK, ALONG mE
CROTO~l RIVER, AND AT mE CROTON y ACHT CLUB.
E:FFoR1rs SHOULD BE MADE TO ENCOURAGE
E~CREA TIONAL USE OF mE: FISH AND Wn..DLIFE
E:.£SOURCES FOUND IN mESE AREAS BY INCREASING mE
C.PPORTUNITIES FOR PUBLIC ACCESS AND ENJOYMENT .

I

POLICY 9B E:NCOUR:AGE PASSIVE RECREATIONAL ENJOYMENT OF mE
VVll.DLll"E IN rnE DESIGNA TED SIGNIFICANT F1SH AND
VVll.DLll"E HABITATS, ON rnE AUDUBON SOCIETY
SANCTUARIES, ON OTHER PUBLIC OR PRIV A TE LANDS
VVITHIN rnE Vn..LAGE, WHERE Wn..DLIFE HABITATS ARE
L.OCA TED. ENCOURAGE rnE RECREA TIONAL USE OF AREAS
VVHERE SUCH RESOURCES ARE FOUND, AS WELL AS mE
P'ROTECTION OF SUCH RESOURCES.

I E~Ianati on of PolicX

Any effort to increase recreational use of these resources will be made in a manner which
ensures the protection IDf fish alld wildlife resources and which takes into consideration other
activities dependent on these resources. Also, such efforts must be done in accordance with
existing State law and in keeping with sound resource management considerations. Such
consideratilons include biology of the species, carrying capacity of the resource. public demand,
costs, and available technology.I
Continued recreational areas at Croton Point Park, Senasqua Park, Croton Yacht Club, Black
Rock, Silver Lake, Paradise IsI~Lnd and other now vacant Village-owned land along the CrotonI
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River should be maintained (see also Policy 21 for the types of amenities to be provided or
maintained at such sitf~s). The Village also encourages any effort to improve water quality
which would enable thc: public to swim and fish in the coastal water .

III

Recreational opportunities in coastal waters and in its tributaries will depend on continued

monitoring by NYSDEI:::: and thf: upgrading of water quality cl...ssifications. Currently, Village
tributaries to the Hudson are ~roposed for upgrading from Class D to Class C (See Inventory
and Analysis, Section C). R~;reational uses of coastal fish and wildlife resources include
consumptive uses such as fishing and hunting, and non-consumptive uses such as wildlife

photography, bird watching and nature study.

The following addition;!1 guidel:lnes should be considered to determine the consistency of a
proposed action with th,~ above ]>olicy:

Consideration should be made as to whether an action will impede existing or future
utilization of the State's recreational fish and wildlife resources.

I.

Efforts to increa:5e access to recreational fish and wildli fe resources should not lead to
over utilization of that resource or cause impairment of the habitat. Sometimes such
impairment can b,e more slllbtle than actual physical damage to the habitat. For example,
increased human presence can deter animals from using the habitat area.

2.

The impacts of increasing access to recreational fish and wildlife resources should be
determined on a case-by-cclse basis, consulting the significant habitat narrative for Croton
River and Bay aJ1ld Haven;traw Bay (see policy 7) and/or conferring with a trained fish
and wildlife biologist.

3.

See also Policies 7, 19,20, 21,31.

FUR rnER D EVELO P COMMERCIAL FINFISH, SHELLFISH AND
CRUSTACEAN RESOURCES IN nlE COASTAL AREA BY
ENICOURAGING mE CONSTRUCTION OF NEW OR
IMPROVEJ\mNT OF EXISTING ON-SHORE COMMERCIAL
FISHING FACn..ITIES, INCREASING MARKETING OF mE

STATE'S ~;EAFOOD PRODUCTS, MAINTAINING ADEQUATE
STI()CKS, AND EXPANDING AQUACULTURE FA cn..~.
SUICH EFFiORTS SHALL BE MADE IN A MANNER WHICH
ENSURES THE PROTECTION OF RENEW ABLE FISH AND
WILDLIFE RESOURCES AND CONSD)ERS O'IHER ACTIV~
DEPENDEfIn ON mEM.

POLICY 10
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Ex~lanation of Policy

At the present time NY:SDEC has banned commercial fishing, except the commercial fishing of
American Shad, blue crab, Atlantic Sturgeon, and bait fish, based on elevated levels of
Polychlorinated BiRhen:vl (PCB) found in the coastal waters. However, there are, according 1:0
DEC, several licensed c:ommerci:al fisherman who live and fish around Croton. The Village of
Croton-on-.Hudson encourages cclOperation between the County, State, and Federal governmental
agencies aI1d landowners to expedite the clean-up of the sites re )ponsible for leaching hazardous
waste materials into lc~al waters of the Hudson River, Croton Bay, and Haverstraw Bay,
particularl~{ from Croton Point ulndfill, Metro North PCB LagOo)n, and nearby power generating
facilities. The Village should be consulted with and provide aut'orization for all actions relating
to the planning or mana:gement of any or all hazardous waste at any location within the Village's

boundaries.

See also Policies 7, 8, :36, 38, 39

I
FLOODING AND EROSION POLICIES

I BUll..DINIGS AND OmER STRUC~ Wn..L BE SITED IN mE
COASTA][.., AREA SO AS TO r.UNIMIZE DAMAGE TO PROPERTY
AND m:E ENDANGERING OF mJMAN LIV~ CAUSED BY
F:L.OOD~IG AND EROSION.

POLICY II

I
EROSIO1'1 AND SEDIMENT CONTROL MEASURES SHALL B]5:.
UNDERT,~KEN IN ORDER TO SAFEGUARD PERSONS,
P]ROTEC~r PROPERTY, PREVENT DAMAGE TO mE
ENVmO1'~NT, AND PROMOTE 11IE PUBLIC WELFARE BY
GUIDING, REGULA TING, AND CO~TROLLING THE DESIGN,
CONSTRlJCTION, USE AND MAINTENANCE OF ANY
DEVEWJPMENT OR OTHER ACTn ITY WHICH DISTURBS Olt
BREAKS mE TOPSO~ OR RESUL TS IN EARTH MOVEMENT'.

POLICY l1A

Exn)anation of Policy

The entire River boundiLry of Croton-on-Hudson, including both the Hudson and Croton rivers,
is within designated floodplain ;3Ieas. A number of the properties on the Hudson River are
protected by bulkheads including Croton Point Park, Senasqua Park, and the Croton Yacht Club.o
The properties fronting on the Croton River are unprotected. lr. addition, a vast amount of land
within the Village consists of Shiillow soils with a high water table (see Inventory and Analysis
Figure 6). As such, thl:se prope:rties are subject to flooding and erosion.

I To protect human live~; and property from flooding and erosion, the Village of Croton-orll-
Hudson adopted Local Law No.11 of 1988, the "Erosion an~ Sediment Control Law. " The
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objective of Local La'w No. :[1 is to control soil erosion and sedimentation caused b~{
development activities ",ithin thc~ Village, including development activities in connection with
a single structure or I~ui!ding on a single lot. Measures taken to control erosion and
sedimentation shall be a,dequate to ensure the sediment is not transported from a site by a storm
event of ten-year frequency or 1e:ss.

The following principle~i shall apply to all development activities:

1.

2.
3.

4.
5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.
14.

15.

16.

17.

Selection of erosion Lllld sc~imentation control measures ~hall be in accordance with Best

Management Pra,:tices as stated in Policy 37;
Adjacent properties shalll,e protected from sediment derlOsition;
Development shall reflect the topography of the soils so as to create the least potential
for erosion;
Natural vegetatiolrt shaU bc~ retained wherever possible;
Denuded areas aJlld soil stockpiles must be stabilized within 15 days after final grade is

reached;
Sediment basins s;hclJ be installed and maintained to remove sediment from runoff waters

during construction;
Sediment trappinE: basin must be constructed in the first ~tep in grading;
Waterways and outlets must be stabilized;
Stormwater inlets shall be protected from sediment-laden water;
Construction vehil:les shall be kept out of watercourses a,1d other controlled areas;
Runoff during and after c~)nstruction shall be maintained at pre-development levels;

Underground utility constnJction shall not result in more than 500 feet of opened trench
at one time, cause: exc;avated material to be placed uphill of trenches and shall include

dewatering device.s;
Construction acces:s routes .shall minimize the transport of sediment onto paved surfaces;
All temporary eros:ion and ~.ediment control measures shall be disposed of within 30 days
of final site stabilization;
All temporary and permanent erosion and sediment control practices must be maintained
and repaired as needed ;
Aesthetics shall be considered in the design of erosion corltrol facilities; and
Where the approviJrtg agenc:y determines that an applicant's erosion and sediment control

plan requires review, the applicant shall submit the plan to the Westchester County Soil
and Water Conservation Di~;trict and such review shall be at the expense of the applicant.

This policy is particularly importaJlt in the siting and construction of new buildings. All new

development must confornl to the regulations of the Erosion and Sediment Control Law and to
Federal guidelines relatin~: to consl:ruction in floodplains. Existirg non-confornling structures
within designated structurcll hazard areas shall be permitted to be minimally enlarged after site

plan approval in accordanc:e with l.oca1 Law No.11.

The Village adopted Local Law No.6 of 1989. Regulating the Development of Land Containing

Steep Slopes. The Loca1I..aw was enacted to establish appropriatf' safeguards and standards to
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meet the particular problems a:ssociated with development of steep slope areas and to ensure
proper and orderly de'r'elopment and not adversely affect the site or adjoining area as a result
of water runoff, disruption of I1latural plant and tree growth or soil movement not only during
the time of construction but alSIJ thereafter, and further to prcvide for a safe means of ingre.ss
and egress of vehicular and pede:strian traffic to and within the site and to furnish required acce:ss
of emergency vehicles thereto. Toward this end, new construction is to avoid areas that contain
steep slopes (areas with an avetage slope of or greater than 15% as measured from the vertical
rise of two foot contours in a 30 foot horizontal length), and existing vegetation in such areclS
is not disturbed. The P'lanning I~ard, the Zoning Board, and the Village Engineer will take this
objective into consideI'ation in reviewing and acting on any plans or applications submitte:d
pursuant to the provisions of thc~ Local Law. This Local Law will also help protect importaJlt
scenic views and vistas;.

I

I

I
The disaster preparedn,ess agenc:y in Westchester County is the Office of Civil Defense. The

only significant damag(~ caused by erosion and flooding occurr("..d in the 18405 when the Croton
Dam broke and sediment filled Ithe Croton River and Bay.

POLICY 12 A CTIVITIES OR D EVEW PMENT IN mE CO AST AL AREA Wn.]~
B~E UNDIERTAKEN SO AS TO MINIMIZE DAMAGE TO
~rAroRAL RESOURCES AND PROPERTY FROM F1..OODIN(;
AND EROSION BY PROTECTING NA TURAL PROTECTIVI;:
FEA TURJa:s INCLUDING BEACHES, DUNES, BARRIER ISLANDS
AND BLtfFFS. PRIMARY DUNES Wn..L BE PROTECTED FROM
ALL El'rCROACHMENTS mA T COULD IMPAm mEIFt
NATURA'L PROTECTIVE CAPACITY.

I

I
POLICY 12A EVERY I~FFORT SHOULD BE MAItE TO PROTECT CROTON

POINT t A NA ruRAL PROTECTIVE BARRIER TO CROTON BA 1..
FROM j~CTIVITIES OR DEVEJ...()PMENT mA T WOULI.
Ir~CREASE EROSION OF OR F1..OODING OF mE POINT .

I
ExDlanation of Polic~

Croton Point is an important natural protective feature which ~eparates Croton River and Bay
from the Hudson River. Croton Point helps safeguard the bay md the low tidal lands adjacent
to it from flooding and erosion. Excavation around or on the Point, improperly designeCI

structures, inadequate site planning, or other actions which fai. to recognize its fragile nature:
and high protective value, may :lead to weakening or destruction of Croton Point. Any final
closure or remediation plans for the Croton Point Landfill must include mitigation measures:
which address these COl1lcems.

I

I
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POLICY 13 l11E CONSTRUCTION OR RECONSTRUCTION OF EROSIOJN

F'ROTECTION STRUCnJRE5 SHALL BE UNDERTAKEN ONLY
IJF' mEY HAVE A REASONABLE PROBABn..ITY OF

CONTROLLING EROSION FOR AT LEAST mIRTY YEARS AS
DIEMONSTRA TED IN DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION\
S'T ANDARDS AND/OR ASSURED MAINTENANCE OR

REPLACEMENT PROGRAMS. J

~

j

ANY BULKHEADS AWNG mE HUDSON MUST BI~
M[AINT AINED IN GOOD CONDmON AND PRJV A n~
L.~WNERS SHOULD BE REQlJIRED TO RFSTORE ANI)
MAINTAIN EROSION CONTROL ME,CHANISMS ALONG rnEIF~
RJrvER FRONTAGE WHICH ARE DESIGNED FOR LONG TERM
SJr ABn..ITY .

~

POLICY 13A

IU

I
In

Exolanation of PoliCI II

This policy is applicable along the entire length of the Village's \\'aterfront along both the Croton:
and Hudson Rivers where bulyJ1eads have been constructed to protect the banks of the Rivers
from erosion. Any reconstruction or repair of these bulkheads will be held to the thirty year
standards of this policy" These standards should apply not only to public actions to repair
deteriorated bulkheads, tlUt also to existing property owners who should be required to maintain
and reconstruct the bulkhead along their waterfrontage, and priva:e developers who propose ne~1

development for properties with river frontage.

ACTIVITIES AND DEVELOPMENT, INCLUDING mE
CONSTRUCTION OR RECONSTRUCTION OF EROSION
PRoTEcnoN STRUC~, SHALL BE UNDERTAKEN so
mAT nlERE Wn.L BE NO MEASURABLE INCREASE IN
ERIOSION OR F1..OODING A T mE SITE OF SUCH ACTIVITIFS
OR DEVELOPMENT, OR A T OTHER LOCATIONS.
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The Village should COI1ltinue to inspect and repair the bulkheads along Village property'

periodically according to Best Management Practices.

Any proposed construction must comply with Best Management Practices of Policy 37 and the'
development principles of Policy 11 (Eleven).

POLICY 14

~

Explanation or PolicI

Erosion and flooding are processe~; which occur naturally. However, by their actions, people

can increase the severity jlnd adverse effects of those processes, .;ausing damage to, or loss of

property, and endangerin~: human Jives. Those actions include: the use of erosion protective

structures, such as groins, or the use of impermeable docks which block the littoral transport of

~ 1:
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may ImpaC[ aeslgna[ea 5Jgmncan[ naOlta[s. I\lmougn me VlJlagc 01 '-fO[On-on nuo5on coa5umr:
has few areas where beach materilals accumulate, the actions which occur in Village water which
may affect the accumu1iation of such material in communities north and south of it shall be
monitored for such impacts. III

may ImpaC[ aeslgna[ea 5Jgmncan[ naOlta[s. I\lmougn me VlJlagc 01 '-fO[On-on nuo5on coa5umr:
has few areas where beach materilals accumulate, the actions which occur in Village water which
may affect the accumu1iation of such material in communities north and south of it shall be
monitored for such impacts.
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PUBLIC FUNDS SHALL BE APPROPRlA TED FOR 11IE YEARLY
l~INTENANCE OF SENASQUA PARK UNTil. SUCH TIME mA T
15 DETERMINED 11IA T EXPENDmJRE OF FUNDS OUTWEIGHS
1rHE COST OF AcQumING, CONSTRUCTING AND
~r1AINTAINING A SIMll.AR PUBLIC PARK ON CROTONtS
WATERFRONT.

POLICY 16A

ExnlanatioD of Policv

Public funds are used for a variety of purposes on the State's shorelines. It is assumed that the
decisions regarding the expenditure of public funds will be prudent and cost effective, not only
with regards to erosion protection measures, but for developn-ent within the coastal zone area
in general. This policy recognizes the public need for the protection of human life and existing
investment in development or new development which requires a location in proximity to the
coastal area or in adjacent waters to be able to function. However, it also recognizes the
adverse impacts of sul:h activities and development on the rate of erosion and on naturd.l
protective features and requires that careful analysis be made of such benefits and long-term

costs prior to expendin:g public funds.

Maintenance costs for erosion protection at Senasqua Park are expended annually by the Village.
This policy recognizes that those costs are required to be expended on that basis in order to
protect human life and continued use of the public park. However, there may be other
appropriate waterfront :parcels available to the Village for devclopment of a public park. The
expenditure of funds foJr the protection of Senasqua Park from erosion should be continued untiJ
such time that the expenditure outweighs the cost of acquiring, and developing a similar park
at another location. This policy does not, however, suggest that use of Senasqua Park be
discontinued without the development of a replacement park at a similar location within the

Village.

~mENEVER POSSmLE, USE NON.STRUCTURAL MEAS~
TO MINIMIZE DAMAGE TO NATURAL RESOURCES AND
P]ROPERTY FROM FLOODING AND EROSION. SUCH
MEAS~ SHALL INCLUDE: (i) m E SETBACK OF Bun..DINGS
AND STRUCTURES; (ii) rnE PLANTING OF VEGETATION AND
mE INST ALLA TION OF SAND ~CING AND DRAINING; (iii)
THE RESHAPING OF BLUFFS; AND I iv} mE F1..oOD-PROOFING
OF Bun..DINGS OR mEm ELEV A TION ABOVE mE BASE

FJLOOD LEVEL.

POLICY 17

E:FFORTS TO CONTROL EROSION ALONG rnE RIVERS AND
ON mE STEEP SLOPES RISING FROM AREAS INLAND SHALL
B;E OF A NON-STRUC11JRAL NATURE, WHEREVER POSSmLE"
~l CONSmERA TION OF mE VISUAL IMPACT OF
S~rRUCnJRAL MEASURES. THE RETENTION OR PLANTING.
OF VEGETATIVE COVERS Wn.L BE PREFERRED TO

S~rRUCTURAL MEASURES.

POLICY 17A
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ExI!lanation of Policy

This policy shall apply to the planning, siting and design of prop<lsed activities and development,
including measures to protect existing activities and development. To ascertain consistency with
the policy, it must be determined if anyone or a combination 01 non-structural measures would
afford the degree of protection appropriate both to the character and purpose of the activity or
development, and to thf~ potential hazard. If non-structural m~ures are determined to offer
sufficient protection, thf:n consistency with the policy would require the use of such measures
whenever possible. Such non-structural measures should also b~. in accordance with the policies
on the aesthetic value of the hillsides (see Policy 25). In determining whether or not non-
structural measures to protect against erosion or flooding will afford the degree of protection
appropriate, an analysis, including review of other materials slJch as plans or sketches of the
activity or development of the site and of the alternative protec:.ion measures must be prepared
to allow an informed assessment to be made.

I

I See also Policy 11 rel:ited to the recently adopted Erosion and Sediment Control Law for
regulations regarding flood damage prevention.

I POLICY 18 TO SAFEGUARD mE VITAL ECONOMIC, SOCIAL ANI>
ENVmONMENTAL INTERESTS OF mE STATE AND OF ITS
CITIZENS, PROPOSED MAJOR A(:TIONS IN nlE COASTAL
AREA MUST GIVE FULL CONSmERA TION TO mOSE
n~~TS, AND TO mE SAFEGUARDS WHICH nlE STATE
HAS ESTABLISHED TO PROTECT VALUABLE COASTAL
R.ESOURCE AREAS.

ExQlanation or PolicI

Proposed major actions may be undertaken in the coastal area if they will not significantly impa-ir
valuable coastal waters and resources, thus frustrating the achievement of the purposes of the
safeguards which the :State has est4blished to protect those '.vaters and resources. Proposed
actions must take into account the social, economic and envirorlmental interests of the State and
its citizens in such matters that would affect natural resources, Nater levels and flows, shoreline
damage, and recreation.

I

The Village is a transJ)Ortation hub within northern Westches:er County. Route 9 is a major
thoroughfare and the Croton-Harrnon Station is a significant public transportation node.
Therefore, vehicular alld rail traffic is a significant factor in the determination of the quality of
life for Village resideffts. Heavy traffic results in noise, air and water quality impacts that must
be assessed regularly. Measures should be taken whenever p')ssible to keep such impacts to a
minimum.

I
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PUBLIC ACCESS POLICIES

PROTECT, MAINTAIN, AND IN(~REASE mE LEVEL AND
TYPES OF ACCESS TO PUBLIC WATER-RELATED
REcREAnoN RESOURCES AND FACn.ITIES SO mAT m~E
RESOURCES AND FACn.ITIES MA.Y BE FULLY UTn.IZED IN
)~CCORDANCE Wlm REASONABLY ANTICIPATED PUBLIC
RECREA nON NEEDS AND nlE PRoTEcnoN OF HISTORIC
A.ND NATURAL RESOURCES. IN PROVmING SUCH ACC~S,
PRIORITY wn.L BE GIVEN TO Pl"BLIC BEACHES, BOA TING
FACn..ITlES, FISHING AREAS AND WATERFRONT PARKS.

POLICY 19

ENCOURAGE mE LINKAGE OF OPEN SPACE ALONG mE
HUDSON AND CROTON RIVERS IN THE FORM OF A TRAil. OR
~{ ALKW A Y SYSTEM. SUCH SYSTEMS SHOULD BE PROVmED
ALONG UNDEVELOPED AND UNDERUTil.IZED LAND AS WELL
AS ALONG PREVIOUSLY DEVELOPED LAND.

POLICY 19A

POLICY 19B ~JCREASE PHYSICAL ACCESS TO AREAS mAT HAVE
SPECIFIC v ALUE FOR mEIR PHYSICAL AND VISUAL ACCESS
TI) mE IruDSON RIVER OR CROTON RIVER AND BA Y .

ENCOURAGE11IEEXPANSION OF PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION,
WHEN FEASmLE, TO AREAS WmIIN mE COASTAL ZONE:
AJ~A WHERE w A TER DEPENDENT AND w A TER ENHANCED
R]~CREATION ACTIVITIES ARE WCATED.

POLICY 19C

INCREASE ACCESS TO CROTON RIVER AND BA y A T THE
VILLAGE-OWNED LAND soum OF mE Vn.LAGE PARKING
U)TS AT mE CROTON-HARMON STATION.

POLICY 19D

M.~INTAIN mE TRAn., WHICH PROVm~ ACC~S TO mE
CFtOTON RIVER W A TERFRONT , IN ITS CURRENT
m-lDEVELOPED CONDITION AS A PED~TRIAN W ALKW A y .

POLICY 19E

Exnlanation or Policv

This policy calls for achieving balance among the following fac tors: the level of access to a
resource or facility, the cclpacity of a resource or facility, and the protection of natural resources.
The imbalance among thc~se factors is the most significant in the State's urban areas. Because
this is often due to access-related problems, priority will be giverl to improving physical access
to existing and potential coastal recreation sites. The partic ular water-related recreation
resources and facilities vvhich will receive priority for improve-d access are public beaches,
boating facilities, fishing areas and waterfront parks. In add ltion, because of the greater
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I
competition for waterfront locations within urban areas, the Coastal Management Program will
encourage mixed use areas a.,d multiple use of facilities to impr()ve access. Opportunities to link
waterfront trails and other access opportunities to similar facilities and opportunities in
communities to the north, south and east should be identified and pursued.

I

The following guidelinc:s will be used in determining the consistency of a proposed action with

this policy:

The exis'ting ~ccess from adjacent or proximate public lands or facilities to public
water-re]ated recreation resources and facilities shall not be reduced, nor shall the
possibilil:y c,f increasing access in the future from adjacent or proximate public
lands or facilities to public water-related recrea.tion resources and facilities be

eliminatc:d or decreased.

1.

I
Any prol)Osed project to increase public access to public water related recreation
resource:) and facilities shall be analyzed accordIng to the following factors:

2.

I
(a)

I
The level of access to be provided sholJld be in accord with estimated

public use.
The level of access to be provided shall not cause a degree of use which
would exceed the biological or physical c:apability of the resource or

facility.

(b)

I
State agc~ncies will not undertake or will not fund any project which increases
access to 2 vlater-related resource or facility that is not open to all members of

the public.

3.

In their Jplans and programs for increasing public access to public water-related
resource:s and facilities, State agencies shall give priority in the following order
to projects located: within the boundaries of the Federal-Aid Metropolitan Urban
Area and served by public transportation; within the boundaries of the Federal-
Aid Metlropolitan Urban Area but not served by public transportation; outside the
defined Urban Area boundary and served by public transportation; and outside the

defined llJrban Area boundary but not served by public transportation.

4.

The following is an explanation of the terms used in the above guidelines:

Access -the ability and right of the public to reach and use public coastal lands

and wate:rs.

a.

I
Public v..ater-related recreations resources or facilities -all public lands olr
facilities that are suitable for passive or active rec reation that requires either wate:r

or a waterfront location or is enhanced by a water location.

b.
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Public l.mds or facilities -lands or facilities held by State or local government .in
fee simple or less-than-fee simple ownership and to which the public has access
or could have access, including underwater lands and the foreshore.

c.

A reduction in the existing level of public access -includes but is not limited to

the following:
d.

(I) The number of parking spaces at a public water-related recreation resource
or facility is significantly reduced.

(2) The service level of public transporta tion to a public water-related
rf:Creation resources or facility is signific4Iltly reduced.

PI~estrian access is diminished or eli~inated because of hazardous
crossings required at new or altered transportation facilities, electric
p<)wer transmission lines, or similar line4r facilities.

(3)

T11ere are substantial increases in the foLowing: already existing special
fares (not including regular fares in any instance) of public transportation
to a public water-related recreation resource or facility, except where the
pl.lblic body having jurisdiction over such fares determines that such
substantial fare increases are necessary; and an analysis shows that such
iru:reases will significantly reduce usage oy individuals or families with
iru:omes below the State government estatllished poverty level.

(4)

An elimination of the possibility of increasing public access in the future includes,

but is not limited to the following:
e.

Construction of public facilities which ph ysically prevent the provision,
exl=ept at great expense, of convenient Jlublic access to public water-

related recreation resources and facilities.

(1)

Sale, lease, or other transfer of public lands that could provide public
acc:ess to a public water-related recreation resource or facility.

(2)

Construction of private facilities which pt-lysicaIly prevent the provision
of Iconvenient public access to public land~ and facilities.

(3)

At grade crossings for public access to the Village's waterfront is severely limited due to the
presence of the railroad, ~lSsociated railroad structures, and major :ransportationcorridors (Route
9). To increase public access to the Croton and Hudson Rivers, this policy encourages the
linkage of open spaces irl the form of a trail or walkway system. Such a system would allow
the public access to the \1/aterfronts for both passive and active recreation. The Village would
be responsible for development and maintenance of the trail s:..stem along its property, and
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I
private propeny owners would be responsible for that pan of the system along their parc

l If so desired, the Village and the private propeny owners ma) negotiate a contract to arr
I for security and maintenance along the entire trail system. At this time, the Village negoti

public access with private landowners during the planning process.

In addition to pedestrian access via a trail system, the existing Metro-Nonh tunnel to Senas
Park and the Metro-Nonh bridge to Croton Point Park should both be maintained and impro
to provide two-way vehicular traffic, as well as pedestrian access. The County is respons
for the surface of the bridge while Metro-North is responsible for the bridge structure.

Public access to Croton Waterfront areas must be maintained at Senasqua Park, Croton Y
I Club, Croton Point Park, Paradise Island, Half Moon Bay, Silver Lake and Black R

Continued maintenance of the Duck Pond and the associated playing fields is imponant to
this site as a viable public recreational facility. The Duck Pond presents imponant year-ro n

I recreational opportunities to the residents of Croton-on-Hudson and should be pro

maintained.

Another site to be improved for greater public access would be :he Village-owned land sou
the railroad parking lots. There is cu!Tently an unimproved eOIrthen boat ramp at the site b

access to the ramp and into the Bay is hampered by debris and road maintenance supplies s\
on the site by the Village Depanment of Public Works (see also Policy 9A). The gates in
area should continue to remain open. In addition, the "Trail' , which runs along the Cr
River and provides access to the Croton River waterfront, should be maintained in a nat
condition as a pedestrian walkway. If improved for vehicular access, the "Trail" should pro i
for pedestrian access. As indicated in the Inventory and Analysis, the "Trail" is an unimpro
Village-owned mapped street that is cu!TentJy used by jogger" bicyclists and the public "

recreational purposes.

I Policy 19C encourages the use of public transportation to areas where water enhanced and w t
dependent facilities are located. This is panicularly imponar t in Croton due to the lac
available parking at waterfront locations. New access structure~ (i.e. bridges) or larger par .

I areas are inhibited by the lack of physical space, lack of adequ.lte connections, and the lac
public funds available for new construction. Pedestrian access is available in some areas, b

the lack of safety precautions inhibit such access. Improvem"nts to the Village-owned
south of the Croton-Harmon Station would include a new boat ramp, lighting and landscapn
Pedestrian paths could also be provided. This is also true at Black Rock where the linkag
a Croton River Gorge Trail wouJd mean the development of a footpath or sidewalk.

I POLICY 20 ACCESS TO nlE PUBLICLY-OWNED FORFSHORE AND
LANDS IMMEDIATELY ADJACENT TO mE FORFSHORE
nlE WATER'S EDGE mAT AREPUBLICLY-OWNED SHALL

I PROVmED AND IT SHOULD BE PROVmED IN A
COMPATIBLE wIm ADJOINING USES. SUCH LANDS SHA
BE RETAINED IN PUBLIC OWNER.."HIP.
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ExI!lanation of Policv

Access addressed by this policy concerns pedestrian and vehi,;ular access to the Village and
County owned property along the water's edge and/or or vantage points on lands immediatel~f
adjacent to the foreshore from which to view the Hudson and Croton Rivers and Croton Ba),'
waterfronts. Since ViJllage-owned land borders these areas, access for active and passive
recreation should be enc:ouraged and maintained.

Access addressed by this policy includes walking along the Village's waterfront and/or to a
vantage point from which to view the waterfront. Other activities requiring access include'

bicycling, birdwatching, photography, nature study, and fishing .

For these activities access can be provided by a coastal trails syst~m, access across transportation
facilities, and the promcltion of mixed and multi-use development.

While such publicly-owned lands referenced in the policy shall be reta.ined in public ownership,
traditional sales of ease'ments on lands underwater to adjacent anchor property owners are
consistent with this polic:y J provided such easements do not inte~ere with continued public use
of the public lands on which the easement is granted (see Policy 19).

In those instances wherc~ current adjacent uses are not compat:ble with other policies in this
LWRP, those adjacent uses shall not be used to determine the compatibility of a use of public
owned land.

The following guidelines will be used in determining the consistency of a proposed action with
this policy:

I. Existing access from adjacent or proximate public lands or facilities to existing public
coastal lands andJ'or waters shall not be reduced, nor shall the possibility of increasing
access in the future from adjacent or nearby public lands or facilities to public coastal
lands and/or waters be eliminated.

The following is :m explanation of the terms used in the above guidelines:

a. (See definiitions under Policy 19 of "access" and "public lands or facilities").

b. A reduction in the existing level of public access. includes but.is not limited to

the followj:ng:

(I) PeGlestrian access is diminished or elim;nated because of hazardous

cro:ssings required at new or altered transportation facilities, electric
pov..er transmission lines, or similar linear facilities.

I11-28



I

(2) P~jestrian access is diminished or blocked completely by public or private'

de,'elopment.

An elimination of the possibility of increasing public access in the future ..

includes but is not limited to the following:
,

c.

I Construction of public facilities which physically prevent the provision"
exc:ept at great expense, of convenient J'ublic access to public water",
related resources and facilities.

(I)

I
(2) Sale, lease, or other conveyance of public lands that could provide public

access to public coastal lands and/or waters located directly along the
CO2lSt of the Hudson River and the Croton River .

Construction of private facilities which physically prevent the provision
of convenient public access to public coastal lands and/or waters from
public lands and facilities.

(3)

2. The existing level of public access within public coastal lands or waters shall not" be
reduced or eliminated.I

A reduction in the existing level of public access -includes but is not limited to

the followilng:
a.

(I) Acc:ess is reduced or eliminated because of hazardous crossings required
at Il1ew or altered transportation facilities, electric power transmission
linf:s, or similar linear facilities.

(2) Ac(~ss is reduced or blocked completely by any public developments.

3. Public access fronr1 the ne-arest public roadway to the shoreline and along the coast shall
be provided by ru:w land use or development, except where (a) it is inconsistent with
public safety t or tile protection of identified fragile coastal resources; (b ) adequate acces~;
exists within one-l:talf mile; or (c) agriculture would be adversely affected. Such acces~;
shall not be required to be open to public use until a publi= agency or private association
agrees to accept r,~sponsibility for maintenance and liability of the accessway.

I

4. Agencies will not undertake or fund any project which in:reases access to water-related
resource or facility that is not open to all members of tht: public.

Proposals for increased public access to coastal lands and waters shall be analyzed
according to the lc:vel of access provided, and such level shall not cause a degree of use
which would exceed the physical capability of the resource.

5.

III-29

I



POLICY 21 W A TER DEPENDENT AND W A TER ENHANCED RECREA TION
~L BE ENCOURAGED AND FACILITATED, AND Wn..L BE
GIVEN PRIORITY OVER NON- W A n:R RELA TED USES ALON(~
rnE COAST t PROVmED IT IS CONSISTENT WITH THI~
P~ERVATION AND ENHANCEMENT OF omER COASTAl"
~OURCES AND TAKES INTO ACCOUNT DEMAND FOR SUCH
FACll..ITIES. IN FACn..ITATING SUCH ACTIVITIES, PRIORITY
SHALL BE GIVEN TO AREAS"' HERE ACCESS TO THE
RECREA TION OPPORTUNITIES OF mE COAST CAN BE
PROVmED BY NEW OR EXISTING PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION
SERVICES AND TO mosE AREAS WHERE THE USE OF mE
SHORE IS SEVERELY RESTRICTED BY EXISTING
DEVEWPMENT .

POLICY 21A BOA TING ACTIVITIES SHOULD BE ENCOURAGED PROVmED
THA T THEY DO NOT RESlJUCT OTHER RECREA TIONAL
OPPORTUNITIES AND ARE UNDERTAKEN IN A MANNER
COMPA TmLE WITH EXISTING W A TER-DEPENDENT USES.

ExDlanation of Poljc~

Water-related recreation includes such obviously water-dependent activities as boating,
swimming, and fishing as well as certain activities which are enh:inced by a coastal location and
increase the general public's access to the coast. Activities whi(:h increase the public's access
to the coast include pedestrian and bicycle trails, picnic areas, scenic overlooks, and passive
recreation areas that take advantage of coastal scenery .

Provided the development of water-related recreation is consistent with the preservation and
enhancement of such important coastal resources as fish and wildlife habitats, aesthetically
significant areas, historic and cultural resources, and provided demand exists, water-related
recreation development is to be increased and such uses shall have a higher priority than any
non-coastal dependent uses, including non-water related recreation uses. In addition, water-
dependent recreation uses shall have a higher priority over water-enhanced recreation uses.
Determining a priority among coastal dependent uses will require a case by case analysis.
However, any use of Croton Point Park should be low intensity due to its proximity to and
potential impacts on the significant fish and wildlife habitats.

The siting or design of new public development in a manner which would result in a barrier to
the recreational use of major portion of a community's shore should be avoided as much as
possible. The Village should consider establishing a riverfront trail for public use.

Boating and pedestrian facilities will, as appropriate, include paIking, park-like surroundings,
toilet facilities, and pumpout facilities. There is a need for a better locationa1 pattern of boating
facilities to correct problems of overused, insufficient, or improperly sited facilities. In addition,
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I

I pedestrian and vehic1;1lar acc:ss to the waterfront should be pro\'ided. Detailed plans for such
access will be reviewed duTing the planning process to ensure the scale and type of amenities

are adequate for the projected use.

I

I

Potential conflicts and incompatible uses within the River is discussed in the Inventory and
Analysis, Section E. Such uses include non-power as opposed to power boat use, boat speed,
location and ownership of mooring spaces, unsafe boat operators, and residential or commercial
use of the shoreline without the provision for public access. Resolutions of potential conflicts

can be evaluated and mitigated during the planning and approval process for any proposecl
project. In addition, regulations restricting uses and parameter as situations warrant are

appropriate.

I

I Public transportation facilities on land, such as shuttle bus servic~s or County sponsored service:)
which currently provide acce:;s to the coastal area should be expa.'1ded to provide access to publi,:;

waterfront areas.

See also Policies 2,4,7,8,9, 19,22, 30, 31,34.

I POLICY 22

ExRlanation or Policy

Many developments present practical opportunities for providing recreation facilities as an
additional use of the site or facility. Therefore, whenever developments are located adjacent to
the shore, they should to the fullest extent permitted by existing law provide for some form of

water-related recreation use unless there are compelling reasons why any form of such recreation
would not be compatible with the development, or a reasonabJe demand for public use cannot

be foreseen.
I

The types of development which can generally provide water-related recreation as a multiple use

include, but are not limited to:I
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parks
utility transmission rights-of-way
sewage treatment facilities
nature preserves
large residential subdivisions
office building

Appropriate recreation uses which do not require any substantial additional construction shall be
provided at the expense of the project sponsor provided the cost does not exceed 2% of total
project cost.

In determining whether compelling reasons exist which would make inadvisable recreation as
a multiple use, safety considerations should reflect a recognition that some risk is acceptable in
the use of recreational facilities.

Whenever a proposed development would be consistent with CMP policies and the development
could, through the provision of recreation and other multiple use:i, significantly increase public
use of the shore, then such development should be encouraged to locate adjacent to the shore
(this situation would generally only apply within the more developed portions of urban areas).

Whenever developments are located adjacent to the shore, they should provide for some fom1
of water-related or enhanced recreation use unless there are compelling reasons why such
recreation would not be compatible with the development.

See also Policy 19 and 20.

POLICY 23 PROTECT, ENHANCE AND RE.~TORE STRUCTURES,
DISTRICTS, AREAS OF SITES mA T ARE OF SIGNIFICANCE IN
mE HISTORY, ARCHITECTURE, ARCHAEOLOGY OR
CULnJRE OF rnE STATE, ITS COMMUNITlF$, OR mE
NATION.

ExDlanation of PoIic}:

The following explanation of Policy 23 applies only to properties that are presently or eventually
designated for inclusion in the State and/or National Registers of Historic Places, i.e. at this time
only Van Cortlandt Manor and the Croton North Station.

Among the most valuable of the State's man-made resources are thclse structures or areas which
are of historic, archaeological, or cultural significance. The protec-jon of these structures must
involve a recognition of their importance by all agencies.

Protection must include concern not just with specific sites but with areas of significance and
with the area around specific sites. The policy is not to be construed as a passive mandate but

f
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must include effective effl:>rts, when appropriate, to restore or re\italize through adaptive reuse.
While the coastal management program is concerned with the pre-servation of all such resources
within the coastal boundary, it will actively promote the preservation of historic and cultural

resources which have a coastal relationship.

I The structures, districts, areas, or sites that are of significanc~ in the history , architecture,
archaeology, or culture of the State, its communities, or the nation comprise the following

resources:

I A resource, which is in a federal or State park established, among other reasons, to

protect and preserve the resource.
1.

I A resource on, nominated to be on, or determined eligible to be on the National or State

Registers of Historic Places.
2.

A resource designated by the State Nature and Historic I'reserve Trust.3.

An archaeological resource which is on the State Depanment of Education's inventory

of archaeological sites.
4.

I
A local landmark, park, or locally designated historic district that is located within the

boundary of an approved local waterfront revitalization program
5.

A resource that is a significant component of an Urban Cultural Park.6.

All efforts and plans to protect structures, districts, areas or site~ that are of significance in the
history , architecture, archaeology or culture of the Village, State, or Nation should include the
consideration and adoption of any techniques, measures, or controls to prevent a significant
adverse change. A significant adverse change includes but is not limited to:

Alteration of or a,ddition to one or more of the architectural, structural, ornamental or
functional features of a building, structure, or site that is recognized by the State as being
a historic, cultural, or archaeological resource, or comporlent thereof. Such features are
defined as encompassing those found in the U .S. Department of Interior's Standards for
Rehabilitation and Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings and may include the
style and general arrangement of the exterior of a structure and any original or
historically signifjlcant interior features including type, color, and texture of building
materials; entry ways and doors; fenestration; lighting fixtures; roofing, sculpture and

carving; steps; rails; fencing; windows; vents and other openings; grillwork; signs;
canopies; and otJ~er appurtenant fixtures and, in addltion all building, structures,
outbuildings, wall~, fences, steps topographical features, earthworks, paving and signs

located on the designated resource property.

I.

I
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2. Demolition or r~~mova1 in full or part of a building, structure, or earthworks that is
recognized by thl~ State as a historic, cultural or archaeological, resource or component
thereof, including any appurtenant fixture associated with a building, structure, or
earthwork.

3. All proposed actions within 500 feet of the perimeter of the property boundary of the

historic, archeoloJgical, cultural, or archeological resource and all actions within a historic
district, that wou:ld be incompatible with the objective of preserving the quality and
integrity of the resource. Primary considerations to be U)ed in making judgments about

compatibility should focus on the visual and locational rel;Ltionship between the proposed
action and the special character of the historic, cultural, or archaeological resource.

Compatibility bet'~een the proposed action and the resource means that the architectural
style, design, matl:rial, scale, proportion, composition, landscaping and related items of
the new action mllst be in keeping with the character of the existing resources. Within
historic districts, this would include infrastructure improvements such as street and
sidewalk paving, !itreet furniture, and lighting.

This policy shall not be construed to prevent the construction, reconstruction, alteration, or
demolition of any buildinE:, structure, earthwork, or component thereof of a recognized historic,
cultural or archaeologicaJl resource which has been officially certified as being imminently
dangerous to life or public health. Nor shall the policy be construed to prevent the ordinary

maintenance, repair, or proper restoration according to the U .5. Department of Interior's
Standards for Rehabilital:ion and Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings. When
construction involves the dlisturbance of soil, the State Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic
preservation will be coru;ulted concerning the presence of arc,aeological resources before

construction begins.

POLICY 24 PRE:VENT IMPAIRMENT OF SCI:NIC RESOURCES OF
ST A TEWmE SIGNIFICANCE AS mEN1'IFIED ON mE COAST AL
ARE:A MAP. IMPAIRMENT SHALL INCLUDE: (i) mE
IRREVERsmLE MODIFICA TION OF (~EOWGIC FORMS, mE
DFS'TRucnoN OR REMOVAL OF VEGETATION, mE
DFS'I'RUCTION, OR REMOV AL OF STRUCTURES, WHENEVER
mE GEOWGIC FORMS, VEGETATION OR STRUCnJR.ES ARE
SIG~lIFICANT TO mE SCENIC QUAUTY OF AN mENTIFIED
RESOURCE; AND (ii) mE ADDITION OF STRUCTURES WHICH
BECAUSE OF SITING OR SCALE Wll..L REDUCE mENTIFIED
VIEWS OR WHICH BECAUSE OF SCALE, FORM, OR
:MA TERIAl.S WILL DThfiNISH mE SCENIC QUALITY OF AN
mEl'rTn'IED RESOURCE.
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ExQlanation of Policv

The NYS Coastal Area Map does not identify any resources within the Village of Croton-on-
Hudson as being scenic resources of Statewide significance.

I When considering a proposed action, agencies shall first determine whether the action could
affect a scenic resource of Statewide significance. This determination would involve: (a) a
review of the coastal area map to ascertain if it shows an identified scenic resource which could
be affected by the proposed action, and (b) a review of the types of activities proposed to
determine if they would be likely to impair the scenic beauty of an identified source.

I The following siting and facility-related guidelines are to be used to achieve this policy.
recognizing that each development situation is unique and that the guidelines will have to be
applied accordingly. Guidelines include:

siting structures and other development such as highways, power lines, and signs, back
from shorelines or in other inconspicuous locations to maintain the attractive quality of
the shoreline and to retain views to and from the shore;

clustering or orienting structures to retain views, save open space and provide visual

organization to a development;

incorporating sound, existing structures (especially historic buildings) into the overall

development scheme;

I removing deterioIAted and/or degrading elements;

maintaining or restoring the original land form, except "when changes screen unattractive'
elements and/or add appropriate interest;

using appropriate materials, in addition to vegetation, to screen unattractive elements;

I
using appropriate scales, forms and materials to ensure that buildings and other structures
are compatible with and add interest to the landscape.

The panoramic vista south from Croton Point meets the gener:4l criteria guidelines for State

designation including:

High variety of visual components

High quality landscape based on outstanding design elements, free of discordant features,
visual variety which also exhibits unity of components.

Uniqueness
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Very high public ar;cessibility

Public recognition as an area of great visual quality

POLICY 25 PROTECT, ~TORE OR ENHANCE NA TURAL AND MAN.
MAl)E ~OURCE5 WHICH ARE NOT mENTIFIED AS BEING
OF ST A TEWmE SIGNIFICANCE, BUT WHICH CONTRIBUTE TO
nlE °".'F..RALL SCENIC QUALITY ()F mE COASTAL AREA.

POLICY 2SA PROTECT LOCAL SCENIC RESOURC~ BY PREVENTING: (i)
mE mREVERSmLE MODIFICA noN OF GEOLOGIC FORMS"
mE DESTRUCTION OR REMOV AL OF VEGETATION OR,
WETLANDS, mE DESTRucno~, OR REMOV AL OF'
STRUCTURES, WHENEVER rnE GEOLOGIC FORMS,
VEGETATION OR STRUCTURES ARE SIGNIFICANT TO mE
SCENIC QUALITY OF AN mENTll1ED RESOURCE; AND (ii)
mE ADDITION OF STRUCTURES WHICH BECAUSE OF SITING
SCALE Wn..L REDUCE mENTIFlED VIEWS OR WHICH
BECAUSE OF SCALE, FORM, OR MA TERIALS Wn.L DIMINISH
rn'E SCENIC QUALITY OF AN m~TIFIED RESOURCE.

POLICY 25B SECURE mE DESIGNA TION OF mE PANORAMIC VIEWS
FROM CROTON POINT AS A SCENIC AREA OF ST A TEwmE
SIGNIFICANCE.

POLICY 2SC SECURE mE DESIGNA TION OF ROUTES 9 AND 129 WlrnlN
mE CROTON BOUNDARIES AS A SCENIC ROAD. ENSURE
DEVELOPMENTS ON OR ADJACENT TO ROUTE 9 DO NOT
IMPAm SCENIC RFSOURCES OR VIEWS OF OR FROM mE
HUDSON AND CROTON RIVERS.

POLICY 2SD F£TABLISH AND PROTECT mENTn"lED VIEWSHEDS WHICH
PROVmE VISUAL ACCESS TO 11IE HUDSON RIVER,
INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO mE VIEWS OF mE
HUDSON RIVER FROM mE WESTF.RN SHORELINE OF mE
Vn,LAGE, AND FROM PRICKLY PEAR Hn,L, WUNSBURY
Hn.L, AND RIVER LANDING. IN ADDITION, PROTECT
VIE.WSHEDS TO AND OF 11IE CROTON RIVER AND GORGE.

EXDJanation of Polic1:

When considering an action in the coastal area, an assessment must be undertaken to evaluate
the impact of the proposed action on the overall scenic quality C'f the coastal area. Activities
which could impair or further degrade scenic quality are identified in the previous policy and
are reiterated again here.
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I
The Department of State has conducted a study of scenic resources in the Hudson River coastal
area. The western end of Croton Point itself has been identified as distinctive, and the sceni,c
character of the Point itself and its contribution to the view of Croton from the Hudson River
and western shorelands is significant. The Point juts into the }(jver thus distinguishing Crotoirl
from other areas along the Hudson's eastern shoreline. The top':>graphy of the point dramatizes
the slope of the inland areas and enhances the views upland to the eastern portion of the Village:.
It also provides a natural barrier which allows the water-dependent uses in Senasqua Cove and
which have altered the vie.ws of the shoreline. Guidelines for siting new development, found
in Policy 24, should be used in evaluating any development proposals on Croton Point for

consistency with this policy.

I

South Riverside Drive and the Route 9 corridor is also considered of local and regional
significance because it allaws unparalleled views of we)tern shorelands from major
thoroughfares. In order to protect these views, existing deterior.!ted structures west of the righr.-

of-way should be improved; and aesthetic and physical amenities should be provided including,
but not limited to, sound fences, vegetation or architectural screening, and painting of facilities.I
The significant scenic views available from Route 9 west across the River and across the Croton
Bay warrant its designation as a Scenic Road. The NYS Scenic Road Program identifies scenic
roads deemed worthy of designation under Article 49 of the Environmental Conservation Law.
The scenic road designation can serve to protect sensitive resources under such decision
procedures as SEQRA, NEP A and laws governing the siting of electrical generating and
transmission facilities. In addition, the designation can help reinforce local perception of scenic

quality inspiring local government to institute protective measures.

I

Due to the topography of the Village, views of the Hudson Rjver from Prickly Pear Hill and
Lounsbury Hill and views of these areas from the Hudson Rjver should be considered

significant. These areas are currently undeveloped and repre-.sent the last remaining, larg~~,
undeveloped parcels within the Village. Vegetated slopes and undisturbed crestlines contribute

to the scenic quality of Croton and should be preserved.

As such, proposed development of these areas should be evaluated in terms of visual impact.
In addition, care should be taken regarding development whicll would impact the viewshed of

the Croton Gorge, River and Bay.

The Village adopted Local Law No.6 of 1989, Regulating the Development of Land Containing
Steep Slopes. The Local Law was enacted to establish appropriate safeguards and standards to
meet the particular problems associated with development of steep slope areas and to ensure
proper and orderly development and not adversely affect the site or adjoining area as a result
of water runoff, disruption of natural plant and tree growth or soil movement not only duril1lg
the time of construction but also thereafter, and further to provide for a safe means of ingr~;s
and egress of vehicular and pedestrian traffic to and within the si te and to furnish required acce~;s
of emergency vehicles thereto. Toward this end, new construction is to avoid areas that contain
steep slopes (areas with an average slope of or greater than 15% as measured from the vertical

I
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considered by one or more state agencies or, if in existence, an energy siting board. Th(~
policies derived from these proceedings are entirely consistent with the general coastal zonc~
policies derived from other laws, particularly the regulations promulgated pursuant to the
Waterfront Revitalization of Coastal Areas and Inland Waterways Act. That Act is used for thc~
purposes of ensuring consistency with the State Coastal Management Program and this Local
Waterfront Revitalization Program.

I

In consultation with the Village of Croton, the Department of State will comment on State
Energy office policies and planning reports as may exist; present testimony for the record during
relevant proceedings under State Law and use the State SEQR and DOS regulations to ensurf'
that decisions on propose-d energy facilities other than those certified under the Public Service
Law (PSL) transmission facilities and steam generating plants whjch would impact the waterfront
area are made consistent with the policies and purposes of the Local Waterfront Revitalization

Program.

I

I Any decisions regarding expansion of Con Edison facilities onto sites within the Village's coastaJ'
zone boundary area should be based on public energy needs, compatibility of such facilities with
the environment, and the facility's need for a waterfront locatior and should be consistent with

the policies of the waterfront plan.I
Decisions regarding expansion and/or continued operation of Indian Point Nuclear Power Facility'
or the Charles Point Plant in Peekskill should be consistent witr the policies of the waterfront

plan.

POLICY 28 ICE MANAGEMENT PRACTIC~ SHALL NOT DAMAGE
SIGNIFICANT FISH AND Wn..DLIFE, AND mEm HABITATS,
INCREASE SHORELINE EROSION OR FLOODING, OR
INTERFERE wlm mE PRODUCTION OF HYDROELECTRIC
POWER.

ICE MANAGEMENT PRACTICES MUST CONSmER SHORT AND
LONG TERM IMPACTS ON THE CROTON RIVER AND BAY
AND HA VERSTRA W BA y SIGNIFICANT FISH AND Wn..DLIFE
HABITATS.

POLICY 28A

I

Ex~lanation of Policv

The Village of Croton on Hudson does not undertake any ice management practices within the
Hudson or Croton River.s. Any clearance of the navigation channel of the Hudson River is
performed by the U.S. (:oast Guard. This policy would be of importance in the event that
significant expansion of these activities was proposed which might adversely affect the
Haverstraw Bay and Croton River and Bay Significant Fish and Wildlife Habitats.
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Prior to approving any private ice management practice, inclJding the use or installation of I j

private mechanisms that prevent ice accumulation, i.e. bubblers, an assessment must be made
of the potential effects of such actions upon the Habitats, flo<ld levels and rates of shoreline
erosion damage.

I

THE STATE COASTAL POLICY REGARDING THF, I
DEVELOPMENT OF ENERGY RESOl "RCES IS NOT APPLICABLE:
TO CROTON. I

W A TER AND Am RESOURCES POLICIES

JI

Following such an examination, adequate methods of avoidance or mitigation of such potential
effects must be utilized if the proposed action is to be implemented.

POLICY 29

POLICY 30 MUNICIPAL, INDUSTRIAL, AND COMMERCIAL DISCHARGE
OF POLLUTANTS, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIl\fiTED TO, TOXIC
AND HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES, INTO COASTAL WATERS
Wn..L CONFORM TO STATE AND NA TIONAL W A TER QUALITY
STANDARDS.

~~~~~~

1II

POLICY JOA EXISTING RAn. SERVICES AND TRANSPORT A TION-RELA TED
FACILITIFS SHALL NOT DISPOSE ANY MATERIALS IN
COASTAL WATERS UNTIL SUCH MATERIALS HAVE BEEN
TFBTED BY THE STATE FOR CONFORMANCE WITH WATER
QUALITY STANDARDS.

POLICY JOB STORAGE AND DISPOSAL OF ALL MATERIALS SHALL BE
MONITORED BY rnE STATE TO ASSURE THERE WILL BE NO
DISCHARGE OR LEACHING OF MATERIALS INTO COASTAL
WATERS.

ExDlanation of Policl:

Municipal, industrial and commercial discharges include not onl)' "end-of-the-pipe" discharges
into surface and groundwater but also plant site runoff, leaching, spillages, sludge and other
waste disposal, and drainage from raw material storage sites. Also, the regulated industrial
discharges are both those which directly empty into recei\l'ing coastal waters and those which

pass through municipal treatment systems before reaching the State's waterways. Such "end-of-
the-pipe" discharges are monitored and regulated by the NYS Department of Environmental
Conservation SPDES program (State Pollution Discharge :Elimir.ation System), as well as by
federal law and the U.S. Department of Environmental Protection. Local vigilance must be
exercised to ensure that such State and Federal regulations aJ.e adequately enforced. The Village

Manager shall request that results of water quality tests by the New York State Department
of Environmental Conservation be sent to the Village as a matter of routine. Such requests and
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I any'responses should also be sent to the Village Board. This infu~mation is extre~ely imponant
for the Village since it has, within its boundaries, two Superfund sites (Croton POint Landfill and

I Metro North I:ago~n) known to have leac.hed materi,als .into coastal waters. This land is thus
considered a hlgh-nsk area for water quality contamlnatlon.

See Also Policies 7, IOA.I POLICY 31 \ STATE COASTAL AREA POLICIES AND PURPOSES OF

APPROVED LOCAL WATERFRONT REVITALIZATION
I PROGRAMS WILL BE coNsmERED WHILE REVIEWING

COASTAL w A TER CLASSlF1CA TIONS AND WHn.E MODIFYING
WATER QUALITY STANDARDS; HOWEVER, rnosE WATERS
ALREADY OVER-BURDENED WITH CONTAMINANTS WILL BE:

I RECOGNIZED AS BEING A DEVELOPMENT CONSTRAINT .

POLICY 31A CLEAN w A TER IS DESIRED AND NYSDEC SHOULD
I CONTINUALLY MONITOR w A TER QUALITY IN rnE HUDSON

RIVER AND CROTON BA Y WHICH HA VE ALREADY BEEN
OVERBURDENED wlm POLLUTANTS. RECOMMENDA TIONS

I FOR MITIGATION AND UPGRADING w A TER QUALITY
CLASSIFICA noNs CANNOT BE DETERMJNED WITHOUT
CONTINUAL MONITORING AND TESTING OF rnE w A TERS.

I Exulanation of Policv

Pursuant to the Federal Clean Water Act of 1977 (PL 95-217) th:: State has classified its coastal
and other waters in accordance with considerations of best usage in the interest of the public ancl
has adopted water quality standards for each class of waters. These classifications and standards
are reviewable at least every three years for possible revision or amendment.

I For information regarding reclassification of Village streams, see Section C of the Inventory and
Analysis. Sources of upstream pollution include roadway grease and oils, salt, construction

I debris and other household wastes dumped into streams. The V illage tributaries to the Hudson
River are proposed for upgrading from Class D to Class C. Such upgrading should be done to
improve habitat conditions and support recreational uses.

I POLICY 32 ENCOURAGE mE USE OF AI,TERNA TIVE OR INNOV A TIVE
SANITARY WASTE SYSTEM..<; IN SMALL COMMUNITIES
WHERE mE COSTS OF CONVENTIONAL FACILITIES ARE

I UNREASONABLY HIGH, GIVEN THE SIZE OF mE EXISTING
TAX BASE OF mESE coMMUNIm:s.

I ~Ianation of Po1ic~

Alternative systems include individual septic tanks and other subsurface disposal systems, dual
systems, small systems serving clusters of households or commercia] users, and pressure vacuum
sewers. These types of systems are often more cost effective in smaller less densely populated
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communities and for which conventional facilities are too exJ>ensive. The Village is within the
Westchester County Ossining Sanitary Sewer District. Sewage is collected in mains located in
Village streets and then pumped to Ossining.

Certain areas of the Village are precluded from the use of individual septic systems due to the
topography of the site, other natural conditions, as well as prohibitive costs. According to the

Village Engineer, priv~lte systems are primarily located in the Village's North End section.

The approval of any alternative subsurface disposal system should include a monitoring program
to ensure groundwater s:upplies are not contaminated. Failing septics in densely populated are;ls
makes this provision necessary .

POLICY 33 BEST MANAGE1\IIENT PRACTICES Wn..L BE USED TO ENSURE
DIE CONTROL OF STORMW A TER RUNOFF AND COMBINED
SEWER OVERFl.,OWS DRAINING INTO COASTAL w A TERSe

POLICY 33A ENCOURAGE NEW DEVELOPMENTS TO RETAIN
STORMW A TER RUNOFF ON SITE SO AS TO NOT INCREASE
FLOWS WI1HIN rnE EXISTING SYSTEM OR TO IMPROVJ.:
EXISTING STORMW A TER RUNOFF SYSTEMS so rnA T
RlJNOFF FROM SUCH DEVEI,,0PMENTS DOES NOT
ADVERSELY IMPACT COASTAL WATERS.

POLICY 33B IMPROVE EXISTING VILLAGESTORMW A TERDISCHARGE TO
CONTROL FLOW OF POLLUTA1'II'TS FROM STREET AND
PARKING AREAS, ETC. DIRECTLY IN mE RIVERS.

Exolanation of Folic!:

Best management practices include both structural and non-stru,tural methods of preventing or

mitigating pollution caused by the discharge of stormwater runoff and combined sewer
overflows into the coastal waters.

See also Policies 1 I and I lA, Policy 37B and Best Management Practices.

POLICY 34 DISCHARGE OF WASTE INTO COASTAL WATERS FROM
V£C)SEI.S Wll.,L BE LThfiTED SO AS TO PROmCT SIGNIFlCANT
l'1S:H AND Wll.DLIFE HABITATS, RECREA nONAL AREAS AND
WATER SUPPLY AREAS.
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POLICY 34A 11If:RE SHALL BE. NO DISCHARGE FROM MOORED
STRUCTUR:£S OR MARINE VFBSELSt DUE TO SHAPE OF COVE
AND LACK OF TmAL FLUSHING.

ExQlanation of PolicX

The discharge of sewage, garbage, rubbish, and other solid and liquid materials from watercraft
and marinas into the State's waters is regulated. Priority will be given to the enforcement of
this Law in areas such as shell fish beds and other significant habitats, beaches, and public water
supply intakes, which need protection from contamination by vessels wastes. Specific effluent
standards for marine toilets have been promulgated by the Department of Environmental
Conservation (6NYCRR, part 657). New marinas should prov~de pump-out facilities.

See Policies 7, 8, 25, 30, 35, 37, 44.

POLICY 35 DREDGING AND DREDGE SPon.. DISPOSAL IN COASTAL
W A TERS Wn..L BE UNDERTAKEN IN A MANNER mA T 1\ImETS

EXISTING STATE DREDGING PERMIT REQUIREMENTS, AND
PROTECTS SIGNrnCANT FISH AND WilDLIFE HABITATSt
SCENIC RESOURCES, NA ruRAL PROTECTIVE FEA TURFS,
IMPORTANT AGRICULTURAL LANDS, AND WETLANDS.

ExDlanation of Policy

Dredging often proves to be f;ssential for waterfront revitalization and development, maintaining
navigation channels at sufficient depths, pollutant removal and meeting other coastal management
needs. Such dredging projects, however, may adversely affect water quality, fish and wildlife
habitats, wetlands and other important coastal resources. Often these adverse effects can be
minimized through careful design and timing of the dredging operation and proper siting of the
dredge spoil disposal site. Dredging permits will be granted by the US Army Corps of
Engineers and NYS Department of Environmental Conservation if it has been satisfactorily
demonstrated that these anticipated adverse effects have been reduced to levels which satisfy
State dredging permit standards set forth in regulations developed pursuant to Environmental
Conservation Law, (Articles 15, 24, 25 and 34), and are consis1ent with policies pertaining to
the protection of coastal resources (State and Local Coastal Management Policies 7, 15, 24, 26,
and 44).I
Anicle 15 is the Protection of Waters, Articles 24 and 25 are the Freshwater and Tidal Wetlands
Act and the Coastal Erosion Hazard Areas Act, respectively. The Village would be notified by
the Army Corps during the permit review process and by DOS during the consistency review

process.

See Also Policy 7.
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POLICY 36 ACTIV~ RELA TED TO mE SHIPMENT AND STORAGE OF
PETROLEUM AND ornER HAZARDOUS MA TERIALS Wn..L BE
CONDUCTED IN A MANNER THA T Wn..L PREVENT OR A T
LEAST MINIMIZE spn.l.S INTO COASTAL WATERS; ALL
PRACTICABLE EFFORTS Wn.L BE UNDERTAKEN TO
EXPEDITE THE CLEANUP OF SUCH DISCHARG~; AND
RESnrunoN FOR DAMAGES WILL BE REQUIRED WHEN
rnESE spn.l.S OCCUR.

Explanation of Policy

The storage of hazardous materials particularly on lands adjacen:: to the shoreline and within the.
floodplai~ of the Hudson and Croton Rivers should be evaluated and designed to prevent
inundation and subsequent contamination of coastal waters with such hazardous materials.

See Policy 8 for definition of hazardous materials
and 44.

See also Policies 7, 30, 35, 37, 39A 39B,

POLICY 37 BEST MANAGEl\IIENT PRACTICES Wn.L BE UTll..IZED TO
MINIMIZE mE NON-POINT DISCHARGE OF EXCE5S
NUTRIENTS, ORGANICS AND ERODED sons INTO COASTAL
WATERS.

POLICY 37A STANDARDS AND SPECIFICA TIONS FOR mE CONTROL OF
NON-POINT SOURCE DISCHARGE AS SET FORm IN
WESTCHESTER COUNTY'S BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICE
MANUAL OR OmER RECOGNIZED REFERENCE SHALL BE
um.IZED DURING DEVELOPMENT OF ANY SITE.

POLICY 37B CONTROL OF mE DEVELOPMENT OF HILLTOPS, .AND
STEEP SLOPES SHOULD BE EXERTED IN ORDER TO PREVENT
EROSION AND MINIMIZE RUNOFF AND FLOODING FROM
NEW CONSTRUCTION.

Exolanation or Policx

Best management practices will be used during the construction and operation of new land uses
and incorporated into existing land uses to the maximum exte;}t deemed practicable by the

Village Engineer. Construction activities will be reviewed and approved and operations
conducted in accordance with the standards set forth in the Westchester County best.management
practices manual entitled "Construction Related Activities: Standards and Specifications, "

published November, 1979 or the best available technology which would incorporate such
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I
standards and specifications shall be enforced. The general guidelines which underlie the:
standards here cited, and which this policy requires to be compiled with, are as follows:I

I
I

I
:

I

!
I

I

The construction site, or facilities, should fit the land, particularly with regard to it~;

limitations.
I.

I
Natural ground contours should be followed as closely as possible and grading

minimized.
2.

Areas of steep slolpes, where high cuts and fills may be required, should be avoided3.

Extreme care should be exercised in areas adjacent t(1 natural watercourses and in
location artificial drainageways so that their final gradient and resultant discharge velocit~'

will not create additional erosion problems.

4

Natural protective vegetation should remain undisturbed if at all possible; otherwise'

plantings should compensate for the disturbance.
5.

I The amount of time that disturbed ground surfaces are e' posed to the energy of rainfall

and runoff water should be "severely" limited.
6.

I Runoff from uppf~r watershed lands which would contribute runoff to areas subject to

erosion should be diverted.
7.

I The velocity of the runoff water on all areas subject to erosion should be reduced belo~'

that which would cause erosion.
8.

A ground cover ~ihould be applied sufficient to restrain erosion on that portion of the

disturbed area undergoing no further active disturbance.
9.I

Runoff from a site should be collected and detained in sediment basins to trap all
materials which would otherwise be transported from the site. Runoff detained in such
basins will be re}(2sed at a controlled rate to limit down stream erosion.

10.

I Provision should ibe made for permanent protection of downstream banks and channel~i
from the erosive effects of increased velocity and volume of runoff resulting from

facilities constructed.

11.

I The angle for graded slopes and fills should be limited ti) an angle no greater than thai:

which can be retajlned by vegetative cover or other erosion control devices or structures.
12.

I The length as well as the angle of graded slopes should be minimized to reduce th~~.

erosive velocity of runoff water .
13.
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14. Rather than merely minimize damage, the opportunity should be taken to improve site
conditions wherever practicable.

15. Runoff during and after construction shall be maintained at pre-development levels.

16. Where the approving agency determines that an applicant's erosion and sediment control
plan requires review, the applicant shall submit the plan to the Westchester County Soil
and Water Conservation District and such review shall be at the expense of the applicant;

See Policies 7, 8, 11, 25, 30, 33, 34, 44.

POLICY 38 11lE QUALITY AND QUANTITY OF SURFACE WATER AND
GROUND W A TER SUPPL~, Wn..L BE CONSERVED AND
PROTECTED, PARnCULARLY WHERE SUCH WATERS
CONSTITUTE 11lE PRIMARY OR SOLE SOURCE OF W A TER
SUPPLY.

Exglanation of Polic1:

The Village of Croton-on-Hudson depends on ground water resources for its water supply. The
predominant source of the ground water supply for the Village is the Croton River. Any action
which would have an impact on the quality/quantity of the Croton River as a source of drinking
water must be thoroughly reviewed and appropriate mitigation measures undertaken.

The Geraghty & Miller, Inc. report (August 1988) was prepared to determine the availability
of ground water resources at the Croton well field. The report found that five high-capacity
wells located in the area of the existing Village wells could mC're than double the water supply
to the Village. The report recommendations are provided in th~ Inventory and Analysis Section
D.

In addition, the Village has Water Supply Protection Rules and Regulations. This Law defines
the wellhead protection area, recharge area and watershed tributary to the recharge area. The
wellhead protection area is defined as the minimum area within 200 feet of the well and cone
of influence. The aquifer recharge area is the land area where precipitation percolated directly
through the ground to an aquifer. The watershed tributary to the aquifer recharge area is that
land which is the tributary surface from which the aquifer is replenished by runoff to the aquifer
recharge area.

Stormwater runoff presents an additional problem to the Village. Plans locating the Village
storm sewers are currently unavailable. However I the village recognizes the desirability of
having these plans drawn up when it is financially feasible to do so.

III-46



I

I
mE TRANSPORT, STORAGE, TREA TMENT M'D DISPOSAL OF
soLm WASTES, PARTICULARLY HAZARDOUS w ASTES,
WlmIN COAST AL AREAS Wn..L BI~ CONDUCTED IN SUCH A
MA1\'NER SO AS TO PROTECT GROlfNDW A TER AND SURF ACE::
WATER SUPPLIES, SIGNIFlCANT FISH AND Wn..DLIFE
HABITATS, RECREATION AREAS, IMPORTANT
AGRICULTURAL LANDS AND SC~lC RESOURCES.

POLICY 39

I II

I

I POLICY 39A REQUIRE RTERS, PRODUCERS AND STORER
HAZARDO RIAL TO INFO~\1 l1IE PUBLIC OR AL
PUBLIC AC RECORDS INVOLVING THE TRANS

I STORAGE, IT AND DISPOSAL OF HAZ
MATERLo\ S IS OF PARTICULAR CONCERN
RESPECT TRANSPORT OF SUCH MATER

I STORAGE ENTIFIED MATERIALS ON RAIL

PROPERTY USES IN l1IE WATERFRONT

INVOLVED ATMENT,STORAGEAl"I'DDISPOS
SUCH MAT

POLICY 398 IN ACCO 1l1I TITLE ill, SECTION 302, EMERG
PLANNING MMUNITY RIGHT-TO-KNOW OF TH
SUPER UTHORIZATIO... ACT, THE L
EMERGEN NNING CO~TTEE AND THE CR
FmE DEP T SHALL BE NOTIFIED IF HAZA

I SUBSTANC EED l1IE ESTABLISHED THRES

PLANNING ITY.

I Exnlanation or Policy

The definition or the terms "solid d "solid wastes rranagement facilities" are
from New York's Solid Waste Man ct (Environmental Conservation Law, Anic
Solid wastes include sludges fro water pollution contro] facilities, demolitio
construction debris, and industrial mercial wastes. Hazardous wastes are by-pr
of manufacturing processes general terized as being flammable, corrosive, reacti
toxic. More specifically, hazard is defined in En/ironmental Conservatio
(Section 27-0901 (3) as "waste "nation of wastes which because of its qu
concentration, or physical, chemi tious characteristics may: (I) cause, or signifi
contribute to an increase immortal increase in serious irreversible, or incapac
reversible illness; or (2) pose a su resent or potential hazard to human health

I environment which improperly tr ed, transponed, disposed or otherwise man

A list of hazardous wastes (NYC 6) has been adopted by DEC (6NYCRR part

Examples of solid waste manage ities include resource recovery facilities,

landfills and solid waste reduction

~~~~~~

I

I

I

~

I
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The transport of wastes along the railroad lines is of concern to the Village of Croton-on-Hudson
as is storage and use of such materials in other waterfront locations. The type and amount of
material stored and transported through the rail yards and at other sites within the Village should
be made available to the public for those types and quantities of materials not covered under the
SARA of 1986. The local emergency planning committee, in this case the Village Board, and
the local Fire Department must be notified of materials in excess of quantities established under
the SARA. SARA compliance must be achieved and maintained , and emergency plans enforced
and continually updated.

Although a fundamental problem associated with the disposal and treatment of solid wastes is
the contamination of water resources, other related problems may include atmospheric loading
and degradation of scenic resources.

POLICY 40 EFFLUENT DISCHARGED FROM MAJOR STEAM ELECTRIC
GENF.RATING AND INDUSTRIAL FACn..IT~ INTO COASTAL
WATERS Wll...L NOT BE UNDULY INJURIOUS TO FlSH AND
WILDI,!FE AND SHALL CONFORM TO STATE WATER
QUALITY STANDARDS.

ExDlanation of Polic1:

A number of factors must be considered when reviewing a proposr.d site for facility construction.
One of these factors is that the facility not discharge any effluent that will be unduly injurious
to the propagation and protection of fish and wildlife, the industrial development of the State,
the public health, and public enjoyment of the receiving waters. The effects of thermal
discharges on water quality and aquatic organisms will be consijered by State agencies or, if
applicable, a siting board when evaluating an applicant's request to construct a new steam
electric generating facility.

See also Policies 7, 8, 38, 44.

POLICY 41 LAND USE OR DEVELOPMENT IN mE COASTAL AREA Wn.L
NOT CA USE NA TIONAL OR STATE AIR QUALITYST ANDARDS
TO BE VIOLATED.

POLICY 41A A NYSDEC POINT -SOURCE Am MONITORING STATION

SHOULD BE ESTABLISHED WIrnIN THE Vn..LAGE OF

CROTON-ON-HUDSON.

ExDlanation of PolicX

Management guidelines and program decisions regarding land u~e or development within the
Village's coastal area or any recommendation regarding the ,siting of industrial, energy,
transportation or commercial facilities must incorporate an assessment of their compliance with
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the air quality requirements of the State Implementation Plan (SIP). The SIP embodies the
requirements of the Clean Air Act and the minimum air quality control requirements applicable
within the coastal zone area.

I
All air quality assessments and determination of minimum air quality control requirements must
consider the unique locational situation of the Village with respect to the excessive idling of
vehicular traffic at the train station and diesel fueled rail traffic, as well as nearby point sources.

The closest NYSDEC monitoring stations to Croton are in Ossining, Mount Vernon, White
Plains and Mamaroneck. Monitoring at these locations does not indicate quantities that exceed
air quality standards except for ozone and carbon monoxide (see Section II, Inventory and
Analysis, pages 43 and 44). Due to Croton's location and conditions and use within the Village,
it is appropriate for NYSDEC to establish an air monitoring station within the Village.

I
COASTAL MANAGEMENT POLIC~ Wn.L BE CONSmERED IF
nIE STATE RECLASS~ LAND AREAS PURSUANT TO THE
PREVENTION OF SIGNIFICANT DETERIORA TION
REGULA TIONS OF THE FEDERAL CLEAN AIR ACT .

POLICY 42

ExQlanation of Policv

The policies of the State and the Village of Croton-on-Hudson LWRP concerning proposed land
and water uses will be considered prior to any action to change regulations which prevent
significant deterioration of land classifications in coastal regions or adjacent areas. In addition,
the Department of State will provide the Department of Environmental Conservation with
recommendations for proposed prevention of significant deterioration of land classification
designations based on State and local coastal management programs.

I

I POLICY 43 LAND USE OR DEVEWPMENT IN TJIE COASTAL AREA MUST
NOT CAUSE rnE GENERATION OF SIGNIFICANT AMOUNTS
OFrnE ACmRAIN PRECURSORS: NITRATES AND SULFATES.

I
POLICY 43A ENCOURAGE DIE USE OF SHUTTLE BUS SERVICE TO mE

TRAIN STATION, mEREBY DECREASING DEPENDENCY ON
DIE AUTOMOBn..E USE AND REDUCE DIE GENERATION OF
Acm RAIN PRECURSORS.

POLICY 43B ENCOURAGE rnE USE OF LOW SULPHUR FOSSn.. FUElS FOR
RAn.. VEHICLES AND ENCOURAGE nlE DEVELOPMENT OF A
MONITORING PROGRAM TO ASSESS RAn.. VEHICLE ENGINES
ErIInSSIONS.I
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ExDlanation of Policv

The New York State Coastal Management Program incorporates the State's policies on acid rain.
The Village's LWRP will assist in the State's efforts to control acid rain by encouraging the
enhancement and continued viability of coastal fisheries, wildlife, scenic and water resources.
Any industrial use allowed within the Village must not cause the generation of nitrates or
sulfates. The Village Manager should formally request Metro North use low sulphur fossil fuels
for the diesel engine and be informed of the results of any monitoring program developed to
assess rail vehicle emissions.

POLICY 44 P~ERVE AND PROTECT TIDAL AND FRESHWATER
WETLANDS AND P~ERVE rnE BENEFITS DERIVED FROM
THF£E AREAS.

POLICY 44A WETLANDS, W A TER BODIF.S AND W A TERCOURSES SHALL BE
PROTECTED BY PREVENTING DAMAGE FROM EROSION OR

Sll..TATION, MINIMIZING DISTL'RBANCE, PRESERVING
NATURAL HABITATS AND PROTECTING AGAINST FLOOD
AND POLLUTION.

ExDlanation of Polic1:

Because all wetlands, waterbodies, and watercourses are presumed to be of importance, their
protection, preservation, and proper maintenance and use is essential to the health, safety,
economic, and general welfare of the citizens of the Village. Growth of population and
attendant residential and commercial development and increasing demands upon natural resources
have the potential of encroaching upon, despoiling, polluting or eliminating many of the

wetlands, waterbodies, and watercourses of the Village which if preserved constitute important

physical, economic, social, historic, archaeologic, aesthetic, recreational, and ecological assets
to present and future residents of the Village. Wetlands provide important beneficial functions

including natural flood and storm water control, groundwater recharge, natural pollution
treatment, erosion and sediment control, wildlife habitat creation, recreation, open space
enhancement, and educational and scientific opportunities.

Protection, preservation and proper maintenance and use of the Village's wetlands, waterbodies
and watercourses shall be provided by preventing damage from misuse and mismanagement,

erosion, or siltation; minimizing disturbance; preserving natural h4bitats; and protecting against
flooding and pollution.

Both tidal and freshwater wetlands are located in the Village of Croton (See Figure 6).

Freshwater wetlands include marshes, swamps, bogs, and flats $upporting aquatic and semi-

aquatic vegetation and other wetlands so defined in Local Law Number 4 of 1988, Protection
of Wetlands, Waterbodies and Watercourses,and in the New York State Freshwater Wetlands
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I
Act and protection of Waters Act. Wetlands in Croton designated by the NYS Department of
Environmental Conservation are H-3, H-4, H-5 and H-6. All are uppermarsh and are located
within the Croton River and Bay Significant Coastal Fish and Wildlife Habitat. Wetlands maps
prepared by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as part of the National Wetlands Inventory
program will also be consulted to identify any additional areas to whi=h this policy applies.

I

I
Where thresholds for protection differ among the above listed la"~s, the most restrictive
conditions that will result in the highest level of protection for the resources shall apply.

No permits shall be issued for actions affecting tidal and freshwater wetlands unless the

following conditions are met:

The action is found to be consistent with the legislative intent of Local Law #4,

Protection of Wetlands, Waterbodies, and Watercourses;
A.

I There is no practicable alternative; andB.

The applicant has demonstrated that (a) the proposed activity is not adverse to the general
health, safety, economic, and general welfare of the residents of Croton or its
neighboring communities; (b) the activity will not degrade the environment or result in
any of the adverse impacts listed above; and (c) the applicant will otherwise suffer

undue hardship if prevented from undertaking the proposed acjvity.

c.
I

See Policies 7, 8, 25, 30, 34, 37, and Figure 6.

I
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