
19 Dec. 2002

3827 West 133rdSt.
Cleveland, Ohio 44111
(2t6) 476-3220

Dear Ms. Holt:

1 suppori Ohio EPA's denial of a 401 permit for the Barnes Nursery (dIke and Channel) dug in
Sheldon Marsh wetland complex in Jufy of 2000. The State of Ohio and Firelands Audubon have
demonstrated that this action by Barnes Nursery was iltegal, not authorized, and non-comp(jant.
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!ct has created and will continue to create many adverse coastal effects. The artifical
t and deep water channel creates a double wall, which alters the natural function of the
, free flowing marsh ecosystem. The hydrolqgy has been altered. Environmental
;>n ,sapparent in the sedimentation, turbidity, pollution from run off of the Nursery's
tQ$$ Qfaquatic hqQitat, and destruction of vegetation which has occurred. Depletion of
le rest of the wetland complex in low lake level times has occurred, and will cause
Impacts if the dike and channel remain for a fourth growing season.
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zens of Ohio own Sheldon Marsh State Nature Preserve which is adjacent to this
e project carried out without State or ACOE approval. Sheldon's Marsh is a unique and
nd resource within the State of Ohio, as one of the last remaining barrier-beach 1agoon
Coastal Marshes in the State. It has functions that are significant regionaHy, statewide,
ationaHy, including but not timitedto migratory waterfowl and neotropical songbird
~nd migratory habitat, excellent foraging havitat for the piping plover and a myriad of
; andwaterfowJ; habitat for threatened and endangered plant and animal species,
Irat hydrofo-gic and biogeochemicat regimes, and habitat for characteristic Lake Erie
~rsh plant and animal communities. (findings of the Ohio EPADirectorofOhio .)It is
~eabJe resource in the State of Ohio and the actual, continual, and potential
)fl by this project should not be authorized.
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tlon of the north-south channef on Barnes property waspfanned and built well in
)ftheimproper Army permit for the east.west channet.lfhas no Dermits on
Im the ACE or My state ~y, thus making it also inconsistent with Ohio's
one Management Ptan (CZMP)~
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n to the orlglhaf condltloJ) of ShefdoJ) Marsh wetlands complex js the oJ)ly optIon to
~ea into consistency with Ohto'scoastal management plan; Adik& and a channel in a
:ategory Ulisnotabeneffttothe DationaJ interest. Lake Erie jsthe shaUowest of the
~s. AI~ther, the Great Lakes contain one-fifthoftheearth's standing fresh water-
! of the naturatwaterfi1trattonacti\fity of"the marsh,necessaryio purify our take
~tfl! ~9qyf~Ls~ap9~~m. Th~ CI~n Wat~rAct int&nds to protect coast wetlands such
1~rsh.
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J to the Lake Erie Protection and Restoration Plan, studies show eco-tourists
Ife money than any other type of visitor. The greatest opportunity for future
)ng the North Coa&t 1ies m developing our 'CUJturat and ceco-tourism assets. Btrd-
In a coastar Wlldnfe preserve, wafking a wetrandboardwaJk, hiking a park trail or
!long one of the hundreds of watershed tributaries are all eco-tourism activities.



Direct sales from tourism is ornots seven Lake Erie counties totaled more than $1.5 billion
in 1996 and supported some 50,000 jobs with a payroll of approximately $638 million. In
Ottawa Country alone, eco-tourists spend $5.6 million annually (~44). Sheldon MarSh is an
1mportantbird watching stop for me and aH birders who move from btrdinghot -spots along the
shoreline. Habitat drives species -tetfBames to restoreSheldbn Marsh to its original, pre-
construction condition in the interests of the region, the State, the nation and the world.

Sincerely,

DianaV. Steel
Volunteer, Wettand and Water Quality
Committ-ee~ Sfeffa Club. NEOGrotip

cc: Dennis Ptank,Chair
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