
Two-thirds of the route through Branford, the entire length of the route south of 1-9
through a green corridor.

Properties along the route, owned by the Branford Land Trust and other private owner~
including the Branford Steam Railway, have been kept in a largely undeveloped and natUI
state. Below State-designated Scenic Rt. 146, the entire route, including the narrow corri(
occupied by Branford Steam Railway, is designated as "Open Space" in the 1997 Town P
North of 1-95, the pipeline crosses the Branford River and its associated flood plain wetlaJ
and skirts a large wetland adjacent to the North Branford border. Evaluating the specific
impact of the pipeline on the environmental resources along the route was impeded by the
lack of specific plans or construction details, although it was clear that critical elements oj
erosion and sedimentation control practices, in particular the provision for side-casting of
spoil within wetlands, are far inferior to those required by local regulations.

The pipeline snakes back and forth under the tracks four times in the 3.06 miles,
its length in Branford, apparently seeking to maximize, not minimize its impact on
environmentally sensitive areas, notwithstanding Islander East's statement on p. 61 of it
application that "[ d]uring the planning process, Islander East routed the pipeline to avoid (
minimize wetland impacts." Along nearly the entire route through Branford, the
environmental impact could have been reduced if the pipeline were routed on the opposite
side of the Branford Steam Railroad track, although industrial, commercial or residential
properties would be unavoidably impacted by doing so.

Beginning at the North Branford line, the pipeline passes on the west side of the railro;
between the tracks and a wetland, potentially impacting this wetland. This wetland appeal
on a Town map of Future Land Use (see Attachment 18, 1997 Plan of Conservation and
Development excerpt) as "Open Space".

Continuing south, the pipeline crosses to the east side of the tracks between MP7.3 an<
7.4. As a result, the crossing of the Branford River requires trenching through a shrub sWc
and cattail marsh at the widest point possible. Had the pipeline taken the alternative route
the west side of the tracks, the river crossing would be at a point with high well-defined
banks, minimizing the wetland impact. The objections of Islander East engineers to this
alternative, that the elevation of the railroad south of the Branford River poses technical
difficulties due to side slope and abutments where the tracks cross Route 1, ignores the fat
that the same objections hold equally well for the east side of the track at this point, and
Islander East dealt with those problems by substantially deviating from the railroad, passin
around a commercial building to do so. Moreover, once the pipeline crosses Route 1 to th,
east of the tracks it passes through an extremely congested area where it potentially impin!
on several commercial buildings, sanitary and storm sewers (see testimony by Town Plann
and Town Engineer) and additional wetlands. All these could be avoided if a mirror imagt
the proposed route were followed to the west of the tracks.

Immediately south of Interstate 95, the pipeline crosses a small Land Trust property
threading its way between the sanitary sewer line and a shallow pond. The location of the
pipeline will require the clearing of a buffer of trees and shrubs that edges the pond and is
used extensively as a nesting site by a variety of birds, possibly including green herons.
After crossing a town road (Gould Lane, MP 8.2), it threads its way between the track and
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wetland (the construction area encroaches on the wetland), apparently in order to avoid
residences on the other side of the track.

The pipeline traverses wetlands A32 and A34 rather than upland areas directly across the
tracks. Similarly, the pipeline passes through wetlands A-36 and A-37 on the west side of the
BSR tracks north and south of the Amtrak line, when they could be avoided by keeping the
pipeline on the east side of the BSR tracks at this point. Both the Islander East consultants
and Branford Inland Wetlands Commissioner Carol Lemmon identified wetlands A32 and
A34 as large and environmentally significant. Based on Commissioner Lemmon's
observations (see Attachment 19, November 1 report from Inland Wetland Commissioner
Carol Lemmon) and reports by residents of Pleasant Point Road, wetland A34 contains vernal
pools that are intensively used by amphibians for breeding in the spring. The EP A considers
vernal pools to be of such importance that individual pennits are required from the Army
Corps of Engineers "regardless of the size of. the impact because of the significant wildlife
fun9tions provided by vernal pools". C~ents by Mr. Keith Anderson, an Islander East
design engineer, during a site visit by Federal Energy Regulatory Commission staff on
October 18,2001, suggest that the decision to traverse wetlands A32 and A34 rather than
upland on the opposite sides of the tracks was due to a desire to avoid areas of ledge that
would require blasting and removal of rock from the site, i.e., this was an economic decision
to sacrifice wetlands to save money.

Wetland A24, at the intersection of the BSR tracks and Scenic Rt. 146, is indicated by
both Islander East surveyors and Commissioner Lemmon as having significant environmental
and hydrologic importance. It is also adjacent to a perennial stream, indicated as Stony Creek
(MP8.9) in Table 9, that the State of Connecticut considers a cold water fishery capable of
supporting anadromous fish runs. According to the October 2001 issue of Sound Outlook, a
Newsletter of the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection, (see Attachment 20)
"Anadromous fish habitat restoration is an.important part of resource management at the
DEP and a main focus of the Long Island Sound Study." (Anadromous Fish PoDulation
Restoration -An Undate) Wetland A24 is indicated as the site of a staging area for the

crossing ofRt. 146 where soil and rock spoil will be stored. No details of the method of

crossing Rt. 146 was given, although the application seems to indicate that crossings of this
type of road would be done by boring, necessitating the excavation of a large pit adjacent to
or within the wetland and close to the perennial stream. No site-specific details of
construction methods or soil and erosion controls were presented, preventing any evaluation.

The pipeline disrupts and degrades important coastal wildlife habitat

South of the Amtrak line, the pipeline route enters an important coastal nature preserve
that spans most of the area between the villages of Pine Orchard and Stony Creek and
includes two tidal creeks and associated marshes, fresh and brackish ponds and wooded
uplands. Various portions of this natural area are owned by the Branford Land Trust, the
Town of Branford and the State of Connecticut. A 1991 report by the US Fish & Wildlife
Service, Northeast Coastal Areas Study,. Critical Coastal Habitats, identifies marshes from
the Branford River to Leetes Island in Guilford, together with the Thimble Islands (and



Kelsey Island and the Umbrella Islands where the Short Beach Alternative would enter 1
Island Sound), as "specific habitat areas of particular regional significance to fish and wi
resources." Testimony and docwnents submitted by the Branford Land Trust (see Attac~
21, Branford Land Trust submission), the Menunkatuck Audubon Society, the local chap
of National Audubon (see Attachment 22), and Commissioner Lemmon, which included
personal communication from world-renowned ornithologist and naturalist Noble Procto
(see Attachment 23), clearly demonstrate that this area is a richly diverse natural area thaI
regularly used by nwnerous species that are state-listed as Endangered, Threatened or Of
Special Concern. Specific species identified in the area of the preferred pipeline route sc
of Interstate-95, including several listed as Endangered, Threatened or Of Special
Concern by the State of Connecticut, are listed in the docwnent filed by the Branford I
Trust.

The submission by the Branford Land Trust reports the sighting of sharp-tailed sparrc
in the area of the pipeline route. A recent issue (July/August 2001, pp. 8,9) ofConnecti£
Wildlife, the official publication of the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protecl
Wildlife Division, notes that "salt marsh is the only habitat used by... the saltmarsh sharJ
tailed sparrow (Ammodramus caudacutus) and its close relative, the seaside sparrow (A.
maritimus)." The article goes on to state that "The protection of salt marsh habitat from 1
pressures of encroachment will be critical to the continued presence of these birds in our
and region." (See Attachment 24).

As noted above, the Thimble Islands are also important wildlife habitat. Outer Island
component of the StewartB. McKinney National Wildlife Refuge, and Yale University
conducts ornithological research on nearby Horse Island. In addition, the Thimble Island
host a wintering population of seals. Sound Outlook, a Newsletter of the Connecticut
Department of Environmental Protection recently reported on the increased numbers of
harbor, gray, harp and hooded seals sighted in Long Island Sound (see Attachment 25,
"Spotlighted Coastal Resource: LIS Gets Seal of Approval", October 2001 issue). Seals
protected by the 1972 Marine Mammal Act. SuZanne Botta (Menunkatuck Audubon)
testified that the Norwalk Maritime Center has documented a growth in the population of
harbor seals in the area off the coast of Stony Creek and the Thimble Islands. Last seasor
there were approximately 20-30 harbor seals offBranford's shores. These seals populate
area from November to March, the same period scheduled for HDD and construction of tJ
off-shore portions of the pipeline. Ms. Botta noted that harbor seals are extremely site-
specific, and raised the concern that the noise from the HDD could drive them from the aJ
The presence of the lay barges and the jet trenching operation with its associated sedimen
plume could have a similar effect. There are a limited number of locations along the
Connecticut coast with such plentiful rocky islands and islets that provide suitable sites OJ
which seals can haul out. Ms. Botta noted that causing a harbor seal to leave rocks or isla
onto which they haul out is a violation of the Marine Mammal Act.
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Suspension of toxic compounds, especially heavy metals, now buried in bottom
sediments would harm marine life and the birds and mammals that feed on them.

Toxic materials, such as heavy metals, can be found in bottom sediments randomly
distributed along coastal Connecticut. For example, Dr. Sarah Richards has reported that
high levels of cadmium can be found near the mouth of the West River in Guilford, the
consequence of cadmium-containing pesticides used for years in apple orchards in the West
River watershed (personal communication to Committee member Bill Home). SuZanne Botta
testified that copper is present in sediments found near Stony Creek. Once suspended by the
pipeline installation, currents would carry any contaminants present in the sediment into
otherwise undisturbed areas where they would be taken up by filter feeding organisms,
entering the food chain. Incorporation of heavy metals by benthic organisms are known to
hann a number of species, including Greater Scaup, various marine mammals and bottom
feeding fish, especially flounder (personal communication by Dr. Sar~ Richards to
Committee member Bill Home).

Islander East has not committed to a specific method for burying the pipeline under the
Sound. They have suggested two possibilities, a jetting sled (their preferred method) and a
mechanical plow. The jetting procedure, while preferable to the traditional trenching with a
clam-shell dredge that so badly damaged oyster beds during the installation of the Iroquois
pipeline in Milford, is likely to generate unacceptable amounts of suspended sediment in a
fragile marine estuary. Because the pipeline must be completely buried (contrary to Islander
East's statement on page 36, see US Dept. of Transportation regulations, CFR 192.327(f)2),
repeated passes of the jetting sled will be necessary to liquify and suspend bottom sediments
to a depth of more than two feet. This is much deeper than the disturbances that result from
naturally occurring events such as stonns. Should the path of the pipeline pass through an
area with buried toxins, jetting would be much more likely to resuspend and disperse those
toxins. As suggested by the New York Department of Environmental Conservation in its
submission to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, Islander East should be required
to use mechanical ploWing, the method that will suspend the least amount of sediment, to
bury the pipeline in areas where the bottom is fine sediment, which accounts (or much of the
length of the underwater portion of the pipeline (Figure 13, p. 56). In addi~on, sediments
along the path of the pipeline should be carefully analyzed at close intervals for the presence
of heavy metals and other toxic materials, and the route adjusted to avoid any area where
such materials are found to be present.

Islander East fails to provide for the timely restoration of "temporary" construction
areas to a semblance of their original condition

As noted above in the critique of construction methods, Islander East's revegetation plan
fails to provide for returning construction areas to a semblance of thtir previous condition.
Despite claims by Environmental Project Manager Joe Reinemann that restoration methods
"result in the rejuvenation of dense and diverse vegetation similar to the plant communities
residing in the properties adjacent to the construction area", it will be decades before trees of
the size of those being removed (two to four feet diameter, heights of more than 50 feet) will
again be present.



Furthermore, the seed mixes identified by Islander East contain mostly non-native
species, which is unacceptable. No watering plan has been submitted and no contingenc:
plan has been considered should the seed mixes not germinate properly (i.e., using matur
plants rather than seeding). Finally, there are no success criteria for the restoration plan.
present the IWW A of Branford is requiring an 85% survival rate for a period of no less tl
five years, which should be required of Islander East's plan.

Numerous conditions will be required to insure that the Islander East pipeline does n(
impose undue burdens on Branford.

Bonds:

...

A bond must be put in place sufficient to cover liabilities throughout construction
A bond must be put in place sufficient to cover remediation during a post constru(

period.
A bond must be put in place sufficient to cover "closure" of the pipeline at the enc
its useable life.
A bond of sufficient amount must be put in place to cover lost income to Branforc
businesses and lost taxes and lease income to the Town of Branford, including los
due to damage and degradation to offshore shell fishing beds.

.

All bonds must be in the fonn of a passbook in the name of the Town of Branford. n
funds should be placed in an account that can be dispersed by a neutral third party as joint
designated by a representative of Islander East and the First Selectman of the Town of
Branford. If'the two aforementioned parties cannot agree on a third party then the
Connecticut DEP shall appoint said person.

Route selection and construction practices -land

.Require that Islander East provide maps (of scale not less than 1" equals 40 foot) t
show the exact location of wetlands, construction areas, and soil and erosion contr.
within each construction zone to a suitable regulatory body that includes municipa
personnel before starting work at that location.

.The pipeline should avoid wetland areas unless absolutely no alternative route is
available. Directional boring /drilling must be utilized to avoid direct disturbance
and destruction of all wetlands.

.

Islander East should be required to work within as narrow a construction zone as
possible, determined in a site-specific manner.

Require that water for hydrotesting the Branford portion of the pipeline be obtaine<
from municipal water supply sources.

. 1\
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Environmental oversi2:ht

.An environmental engineering company having its main office in the state of
Connecticut should be retained as an independent environmental inspector for
oversight of pipeline installation on land for a period to include the installation of the
pipeline plus an additional five years.

.An employee of this company should be required to be present on the construction
site at all times.

.

The environmental inspector should have fonnal training and experience in
environmental engineering and local soil sedimentation and erosion controls as
dictated by the Connecticut DEP's manual, "Guidelines for Soil Erosion and
Sedimentation Control".

.

The environmental inspector should have sufficient oversight -and authority to stop,
correct, and modify any and all construction practices that do not meet local
standards, or that cause more danlage or disruption than is absolutely necessary.

,.
1 The responsibilities of the environmental inspector should include:

0 ensuring that all soil sedimentation and erosion controls are in place before
any construction activities are undertaken;

0 filing timely weekly reports and a report of any intrusion into wetlands and
wetland upland review areas Branford' s Inland Wetlands Enforcement
Officer;

0 creating a re-vegetation and restoration plan for all disturbed areas using only
native species suited to the area, including a plan for mitigating all disturbed
wetlands at not less than a 2: 1 ratio as per local regulations, to be filed with
and reviewed by the Branford Inland Wetland and Watercourses Agency,
which would have the authority to request modifications; .
overseeing the restoration of all disturbed areas, including monitoring for a
minimum of 5 years after the last planting to insure a survival rate of 85%.

0

Restoration and mana!!ement

.Require that the width of the pennanently cleared area within the right of way be kept
to the minimum required for monitoring by inspection from the Branford Steam
Railroad.

.

Replant all wooded upland and wetland areas used for construction that will not be
kept clear for monitoring purposes with native species of trees and shrubs suitable to
the site in numbers at least equal to the trees and shrubs that were cut during
construction. Trees will be of equal trunk diameter as those removed.

.

Provide a source of income to the Town of Branford and the Branford Land Trust
sufficient to pay for yearly removal (not merely cutting) of invasive species (as
identified on the list prepared by Connecticut Invasive Plants Working' Group,
January 2000, as revised) from the right of way and other disturbed areas.



.

Restore all stones in stone walls to their exact pre-construction positions.

Marine construction .

.The testing of marine sediments at close intervals along the route for heavy metals
and other toxic materials should be required. The route should be altered to avoid
areas where levels of toxic materials exceed background.

.

Require that Islander East use mechanical plowing to bury the pipeline in off-shore
areas where the bottom is fine sediment (as also requested by the New York
Department of Environmental Conservation in its submission to the Federal Energ)

Regulatory Commission).

.

Require the development of a mitigation and restoration plan for all marine activiti,
that will return the impacted area to preconstruction conditions within one year. Th
plan must be approved by National Marine Fisheries Service, Connecticut Departm
of Environmental Protection and the Branford Shellfish Commission.

A second environmental engineering flffil with expertise in marine construction
should be retained to provide independent oversight of the horizontal directional
drilling and installation of the marine portion of the pipeline, with sufficient oversi!
and authority to stop, correct, and modify any and all construction practices that cat
more damage or disruption than is absolutely necessary.

.

Conclusion

Islander East Pipeline Co. LLC has not convinced residents of the town of Branford t
there is sufficient need to offset the potential environmental and economic impact that COl
have long-term economic value of $1 billion as well as permanent environmental destructi<

Branford residents take pride in ownership as they own the communi_ty financially ~
emotionally. This is reflected since generations before have deeded properties for OJ
spaces and parks. The residents will retain the high quality of its community assets and .

Town will diligently manage these assets. .

Our governing process "by the people and for the people" provided the forum of f
nights of public hearings attended by 36 residents who provided testimony about speci
aspects of the Islander East proposal that would damage Branford and dozens of th
supporters who unanimously opposed this project.

II
Iri
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LIST OF ATTACHMENTS AND PAGE REFERENCES INCLUDED IN

BRANFORD BLUE RIBBON COMMITTEE REpORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS

REGARDING THE PROPOSED ISLANDER EAST NATURAL GAS PIPELINE

.', c,.;", "c, ",c;c;;":~,~;,, ;'n !B"'..."'/~ ,"',c;;,; ., Dc.o;(,~"'4B.L~A~" ccc c C cc ., 'a if~~~~R~N F~'cE~~:~~~f~""I'.,~,;; -'", ;'c c,," '-;"c':"'~'

1 Names of those who spoke and offered documentation.
2 October 9 transcri t, a e 67.
3 , 2001 letter to Committee Chair Shaoiro.
4 Ham .ctober 10 transcri 41.
5 Galli October 9 transcri 8-49.
6 Joanne ac 0 er, FERC Environmen roject Manager,

November 2, 2001 letter to Islander East and Algonquin Gas
Transmission Co

1
4
5
5

7-8
9

) 7 Inland Wetlands Commissioner Dr. Richard Orson's "Assessment of
Island ..osal," Octo r 15.

8 Willi er 10 trans .61-62.
9 Dudl 10 transcr 7-48.
10 Radul r 16 trans 2.
11 Reine bel 9 tran 29.
12 Willi er 10 trans 71-73.
13 Radul r 16 trans 43-44.
14 Branfor e IS maD

10

15
15
16
16
16
17
17

.!!
19
22
28

IS I Waters statement
16 Botta' ctober 16 transcri 87-88.
17 Luska October 16 trans .114-115.
18 Map 0 uture d Use from 1997 an 0 Conservation and

DeveloDment indicating "ODen Soace".
19 Inland Wetland Commissioner Carol Lemmon's November 1

analysis and report to the Committee.
29

20 Anadromous Fish PoRulation Restoration -An URdate. Sound
Outlook, CT Dept. of Environmental Protection, Oct 2001.

29

21
22
23
24

I Branford Land Trust testimony and documentation. 30
30
30
30

I Menunkatuc~~~d~~nSocie~testimony and documentation.
I Lemmon October 10 statement to the Committee.

"Sparrows of the Salt Marsh,") of Connecticut Wildlife CT Dept. of
Environmental Protection. July/August 2001. 00.8- 9.
"Spotlighted Coastal Resource: LIS Gets Seal of Approval", Sound
Outlook. CT Dept. of Environmental Protection. Oct. 2001.
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Attachment 2

67

1 agree, and we agree with you it's not our

2 preferred approach, but we do need to go through

3 in the FERC process, in the Siting Council is to

4 document and describe alternates that we have

5 evaluated. That was one of them.

6 Anywhere across this area is tough to be able

7 to get to shore, and that, you know, when you look

8 at the comparison, the pros and cons of the

9 alternate, it shows that is a miserable one.

10 As far as the safety data, that would be

11 another good thing to come in and visit if you

12 would like to see some more of the data. It is

13 also included in the application before you guys

14 as far as the consult process as well as FERC, but

15 just to leave you with a simple thought,

16 Algonquin's safety record, its track record is

17

unexcelled.

since 1953 Algonquin system has been

18 in operation, and there has not been. a single

19 pipeline incident.

20 CHAIRMAN SHAPIRO: Thank you. Let's see.
,

Are you ready for a

Do

21 I know Thimble Islands?

22 commentary?

23 MR. HUNTER: I am Durbin Hunter. D-U-R-B-I-

24 N. Last name Hunter. I am president of the

25 Thimble Island Association, and we have previously
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November 1,2001

~1r. Danny Shapiro. Cha.irman
Branford Blue Ribbon Colnmisslon
Branford Town Hall
P.O. Box 150
Branford, CT 06405

Dear Mr. Shapiro,

It ha... been brought to my altenti.)n that Mr. Ed Harney, an employee of Islander &Sl
LtC, rcprcscl1ted to your commission on October 10,2001, that Islander Eas[ had made
minor changes in the pip~line ro11tc that addressed my concerns about the impac[ of the
pipeline on my property and bus: neils. I wish to stale for your commission that I have nor
been informed about any changc~ that Islander East may be consid~ring wit.~ respectlo
my property. Furthennore. I am unable to ~e~ how a pipeline could be mstalled on my
property in a way thu.t would not completely shut down the operation of my business
during the installation and possit,ly once the pipeline is in place. r want the commission
LO understand that this is a very ~erious matter for me.

Sincerely 1

~-de( t!" ~~~-'2 ~ .

George Ghiroli
NOV 620m

BRANfORO \NLAttD

\1itfJ1J\NDS COUWSSLON

TOTAL P.02

'.



Attachment 4 41

1 easement encroach into a building, nor

2 will temporary work space encroach into

a building.3

4 The Garoli property, several

5 weeks, probably a couple months ago,

6

Mr.

Garoli met with our folks on site

7 and voiced some concerns. We come up

8 with a minor deviation to address his

9

concerns.

And I think that was actually

10 surveyed today, and that will be

11 incorporated into our deviation that

12 will be filed by FERC at the end of the

13

year.

We are allowed to make minor

14 deviations to accommodate

15

landowners.

His business will be

16 allowed to continue adjacent to the

existing industrial park or industrial17

18 use of the railroad.

19 Connecting open space, if it's not

20 privately owned, we don't object

21 to -- let me rephrase that. Ilm

22 If it's publicly owned,

sorry.

we don't

23 object to public access on the

24 right-of-way, providing it's safe

2S

access.

It's not heavy equipment,

DEL VECCHIO REPORTING
(203) 245-9583
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48

1 and a half miles which would typically be at the

2 takeoff of the increased capacity. So, for

3 example, from Cheshire down, that's one option.

4 There are other ways to look at increasing

5 capacity as well which could be on that existing

6 Algonquin C-System. There are twin lines. There

7 is l6-inch diameter and a la-inch. We could

8 easily look at, and this is just evaluating ways

9 to increase capacity, a takeup of that la-inch and

10 replacement in th~ same ditch line with a larger

diameter.

11 We have done that, and again it

12 minimizes the environmental impacts.

13 So, you know, I am projecting way beyond what

14 we have here, but there are multiple methods to

15 look at with the whole idea of meeting the market

16 need and minimizing the impacts.

17 MR. HORNE: How does increasing the capacity

18 of the pipe in Cheshire or North Haven allow you

19 to pump more gas through a 24-inch main in

20 Branford?

21

MR. 

GALLIGAN: It works. I mean it isNo.

22 really --I mean it is pressure equations, Boyle's

23

law, 

Charles' Law. I mean they all happen. I

24

25

mean basically you are taking a volume through a

cross-sectional area. Your are able to introduce
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Attachment 7

'2:::e;;> .
MEMORANDUM

TO:
FROM:
RE:
DATE:
NOTE:

Commissioners
Dr. Richard A. Orson
Assessment of Islander East Pipeline Proposal
October 15, 2001
Please review and forward comments back to me, we should get this off in the
next week or so.

On behalf of the Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Agency (IWW A) of Branford, we are
submitting the following assessment of the Islander East Pipeline Project as it applies to
the Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Regulations of the Town of Bran ford. This
assessment is based on the information contained in the three (3) volumes submitted to
the Connecticut Siting Council (CSC) in September 2001 and prepared for the applicant
by Natural Resource Group, Inc.
1. The Town of Branford has a "no net loss of wetland" policy (Section 1.1) that is to, be applied to all applications that may disturb or destroy wetlands within the

Town's boundaries. This policy requires the applicant to avoid any unavoidable
impacts by evaluating alternatives in design and location, and to minimize those
impacts through best management practices and compensation to mitigate any
losses. The application before the CSC does not fulfill this basic Town
requirement. To begin, no compensatory wetland creation, enhancement or
restoration has been proposed to offset any permanent wetland disturbance and the
alternatives analysis does not satisfy the terms of the wetland agency in Town (see

below).
a) Section 7.5(h) states that all wetland disturbances greater than 750 sq. ft.

require compensation. Since no wetland compensation plan has been
submitted, this application does not comply with the Town's regulations.

b) Section 7 .4( f) requires an alternatives analysis for all applications. This
analysis is to include all alternatives considered and the reasons for their
rejection. Although this application does include an alternatives analysis,
the analysis would be deemed incomplete by the IWW A for the following
reasons:

(1) Table 41 of Volume 1 notes alternative routes considered during
this investigation. Of the alternative routes examined, only the Short
Beach appears to have any real chance of significantly reducing the
pipelines impact on the wetland resources in Town (the Replacement
Alternative is the best for the environment but requires interruption in
service for gas customers so is not being considered here). By using
this alternative the pipeline would disturb over 70% less wetland
acreage than the alternative being presently proposed. One reason
why this was rejected was the increase in non-wetland habitat that
would be disturbed (twice the area)(additional reasons such as
additional costs to the company working in a more hilly and rockier
terrain, and the fact that this route may disturb the Connecticut Sports


