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Omega World Travel, Inc. v. DOC-GAO No. B-271262

GAO has formally dismissed Omega’s bid protest
against the award of a PTO contract for travel manage-
ment services as the protestor did not dispute the Gov-
ernment’s agency report filed in response to the protest.
In lieu of comments to the Government's agency report,
protestor has raised new issues: that PTO accepted a
proposal which contained promises of illegal gifts; that
PTO conducted discussions with the awardee; that PTO
did not sufficiently document its evaluation of protes-
tor’'s proposal. The Government will prepare another
agency report in response to these new protest bases.
Lisa J. Obayashi has the case.

SARSAT

TSI, the NOAA Search and Rescue Satellite contractor
refused to re-negotiate option years to reflect lower cost
structure resulting from the departure of the companies
president. TSI has also refused to except the purchase
order which would continue it's critical software mainte-
nance functions while the parties negotiate a more per-
manent arrangement. Mark Langstein is advising the
contracting officer on various alternatives to replace the
need for TSI’s critical sole source services.

Government Shutdown Claims of Hughes/STX

Fred Kopatich is assisting NOAA’s PGAS office in reply-
ing to correspondence from Hughes/STX requesting
back payment for its employees, who were furloughed
during the December-January Government shutdown.
Based upon our advice, NOAA will not pay for employ-
ees who performed no services during the shutdown, but
will consider any claims for costs actually incurred by
the contractor as a result of the shutdown.

CORE Financial System

Although several important items remain to be com-
plete REL-TEK the CFS software sub-contractor main-
tains that it's product is excitable and the remaining
contract amount should be paid. It has refused installa-
tion to port, the software to the implementation bu-
reaus or to complete documentation which would enable
the department to perform the installation. Mark Lang-
stein is working with the contracting officer to resolve
this matter short of the default determination.

Empowerment Contracting

Watch for an Executive Order which will provide for
preferences for awards in economically distressed areas.

Weather One v. DOC-GAO No. B-272024

A bid protest against the award of a
weather observation contract has been

filed with GAO. The basis of the protest is From 4/28/96 To 5/11/96

that the low bidder has submitted a mate- R ived

rially unbalanced bid. Lisa Obayashi has eceive Completed
the case. NIST 5 5
Windsor Enterprises v. DOC NOOA/g I I

An agency level bid protest against the PTO 3 3
award of a weather observation contract

has been filed with the Contracting Offi- Total 16 Total 16

cer. The basis of the protest is that the low
bidder has submitted a materially unbal-
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anced bid. Lisa Obayashi has this one too.

GEM Eng’g Co. v. DOC

This week we made a counteroffer which
GEM did not accept. The parties will con-

tinue on the litigation schedule: GEM's 600
complaint is due on May 20 and the Gov- H 500
ernment's Rule 4 File is due on May 22. 0 400
We still believe ADR will bring the case to u 300
resolution but GEM has not indicated r 200
whether it is willing to pursue the ADR | S

process. Catherine Shea and Jeff Hughes 100
have the case. 0
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Division reports, past issues of A Lawyer’s View and other procurement documents are now available on our Internet Web
site. Point your web browser to http.//www.ogc.doc.gov and follow the links to the Contract Law Division.



