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   The California Chaparral Institute 
 …the voice of the chaparral 
                   
 
 
 
          
          
       January 22, 2008 

 
 
Chairman Patrick Kruer 
ATTN: Mark Delaplaine 
California Coastal Commission 
45 Fremont Street, Suite 2000 
San Francisco, CA 94105-2219 
 
 
Re: Fire Impacts, Foothill Transportation Corridor-South   
 
Dear Chairman Kruer and Members of the Commission:   
 
I am a trained wildland firefighter and have studied for more than 20 years the shrubland 
plant communities through which the proposed Foothill Transportation Corridor is 
planned to be built.   
 
The Coastal Commission’s staff report correctly concluded that the toll road would 
“increase the likelihood of fires occurring within gnatcatcher habitat surrounding the toll 
road route.” The TCA's response that the project would “not substantially increase the 
risk of wildfire” is simply unsupported. 
 
TCA  notes that the “entire alignment would be fenced, in part, to restrict access from 
adjacent land uses.” But the absence or presence of fencing has nothing to do with 
whether or not a road increases fires risk. The mere presence of vehicles and associated 
passenger activities, accidents, and equipment malfunctions dramatically increase fire 
risk. This is why so many fires originate next to roads.  For example, road activity is one 
of the primary causes of fire starts within the Cleveland National Forest.  I have attached 
a map showing the origins of fires within the Descanso Ranger District of the Cleveland 
National Forest. As you can see, a significant percentage of fire starts occur along the I-8 
corridor (USFS 2007). 
 
To state that the presence of a major road like the proposed Foothill-South in a fire-prone 
shrubland ecosystem would not increase fire risk is contrary to all the data concerning 
wildland fires in southern California (UWM 2006). 
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TCA's argument that the toll road would provide access to firefighters, might act as a fire 
break, and would include mitigation measures such as warning signs and call boxes, does 
not mitigate the increased fire risk the road would cause.  During increasingly frequent 
extreme fire weather conditions, wind-driven wildland fires usually jumped multi-lane 
interstate highways. And while firefighting resources can certainly use the toll road, the 
increased fire risk the road brings to the landscape is not an acceptable trade off. The 
TSA’s reference to the 2007 Santiago Canyon fire and the 2006 Anaheim Hills fire as 
evidence large roads can be an advantage during wildfire events, is not compelling. The 
Santiago fire jumped over the 241 Toll Road several times. The more important issue 
is that we could dramatically reduce fire starts in the first place by eliminating roads 
through fire-prone environments.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
Richard W. Halsey 
Director 
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 Starts, 1970 - Present

 

Fire Starts in the Cleveland National Forest, Descanso Ranger District. Note number of fire starts 
along the Interstate Highway 8 corridor, marked by the dark line running through the center of the 
map. Data source: USFS. 
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