AES Sparrows Point LNG, LLC and

Mid-Atlantic Express, L.L.C.

Docket No. PF06-22-000

§ 375.308(x)


	AES Sparrows Point LNG, LLC and Mid-Atlantic Express, L.L.C.
Docket No. PF06-22-000

FERC Staff’s Comments on Draft Resource Report 6, dated 27 September 2006


	DR1

Item
	RR 6:

Section: Comments
	How Comment Was Addressed
	Responses Located in Section Number

	1
	Global: Provide citations to the referenced literature sources within the text of the resource report, as appropriate.  That is, support the general statements with citations to the reference that are provided at the end of the resource report
	AES has incorporated parenthetical documentation into the text.
	Applicable to All

	2
	6.3.1: What faults are present beneath or near the LNG terminal site?  Identify on Figure 6.3.1
	A statement regarding absence of faults for Terminal Site was added to 6.6.1.1.  Mapped faults are shown on Figure 6.3-1.
	6.6.1.1
Figure 6.3-1

	3
	6.3.1: Groundwater levels from cased boreholes are identified as not representative of conditions.  Was water pumped or bailed out of the wells before water level readings were taken?  If pumping or bailing was performed, how did water levels change?  Will monitoring wells be installed?
	Information regarding the groundwater levels was expanded in Section 6.3.1 
	6.3.1

	4
	6.3.1: Provide groundwater information to support the statement that water levels are not anticipated to vary more than one to two feet.  Or cross reference information in Resource Report 2 that would support this statement.
	Information regarding anticipated groundwater variation was expanded in Section 6.3.1 and cross referenced to aquifer information in Resource Report 2.
	6.3.1

	5
	6.3.1: Are there any well fields present and operating near the LNG terminal site that would influence water levels and groundwater flow beneath the site?
	Information regarding well fields  or factors influencing groundwater variation was included in Section 6.3.1
	6.3.1

	6
	6.3.1: Are multiple aquifers present beneath the site?  If so identify the geologic unit and identify whether they are confined or unconfined.
	Information regarding well fields or factors influencing groundwater variation was included in Section 6.3.1 and cross referenced to aquifer information in Resource Report 2.
	6.3.1

	7
	6.3.2: What faults are present along the pipeline route?  Identify on Figure 6.3.1
	A summary of mapped faults was expanded in 6.6.1.2.  Mapped faults are shown on Figure 6.3-1.
	6.6.1.2

Figure 6.3.1



	8
	6.3.2: On Table 6.3.1 state that shallow bedrock means bedrock that is less than 5 feet in depth.
	Table 6.3-1 footnotes were updated to reflect shallow bedrock means less than five feet.
	Table 6.3-1

	9
	6.3.2: Are multiple aquifers present beneath the pipeline?  If so identify the geologic unit and identify whether they are confined or unconfined.  If this information is available in Resource Report 2, cross-reference the section.
	A statement on aquifer information along the Pipeline was included in 6.3.2 and cross referenced to aquifer information in Resource Report 2.
	6.3.2

	10
	6.4: Refer to Table 7.3.1 in RR 7 listing locations where bedrock may be within 5 feet of the surface.
	The reference to Table 7.3.1 was referenced in the introductory paragraph in 6.4.
	6.4

	11
	6.4 & App 6A Blast Plan Sect 1: List applicable local blasting regulations including agencies and permits required.
	Local blasting regulations are listed in 6.4 and A6A.
	6.4

Appendix 6A

	12
	6.4 & App 6A Blast Plan Sect 2.2: Indicate when wells, springs, wetlands, structures and adjacent pipelines within 150 feet of potential blasting locations will be identified. 
	Resource Report 2 and Project Alignment Sheets (Appendix 1A) are referenced and blasting plan specifies these features will be inventoried and identified within 150 feet of blast locations prior to blasting.
	Appendix 6A 

6.4

	13
	6.4 & App 6A Blast Plan Sect 3.1: In addition to Federal, state and local regulations concerning blasting notification, would AES provide all landowners and abutting landowners a 1-week-notice prior to blasting, along with a confirming notice at least 24 hours before any blasting?  In order to accommodate residents concerned about personal safety during blasting in their areas, would AES meet with each resident living within 250 feet of a location where blasting is planned to occur?  Would AES agree to make arrangements to provide alternative lodging accommodations for any resident living within 250 feet of blasting locations in the unlikely event that construction blasting operations require such a resident to be moved or temporarily housed?
	AES agrees to provide requested notices, an opportunity to meet with residents, and apply additional mitigation efforts on a case-by-case basis to respond to unusual issues or landowner concerns, including providing temporary alternative lodging accommodations during the period of actual blasting.
	6.4

	14
	6.4 & App 6A Blast Plan Sect 3.1: Would AES conduct pre- and post-blasting inspections of all structures (residences and water wells included) within 150 feet of all blasting locations?  Where requested by individual property owners, would AES conduct the pre- and post-construction inspections of the interior and exterior of residences located within 150 feet of all blasting locations?
	The requested inspections have been incorporated in the list of the evaluation process.
	6.4

	15
	6.5: On table 6.5.1 identify the operations that are active.
	Operations have been identified as either active or inactive in the table.
	Table 6.5-1

	16
	6.5: Historically, there has been gold mining in quartz dikes in the area of the pipeline.  Discuss if any of these mining features are located in the vicinity of the pipeline.
	The requested information was confirmed and updated in text.
	6.5

	17
	6.5: The text of section 6.5 and Table 6.5-1 imply that the pipeline will not cross any mining or quarry features.  Provide correspondence or telephone memoranda with the owners of these nearby mining businesses in Table 6.5-1 discussing the potential for impacts to the pipeline or impacts from the pipeline on the future use of these existing features or any planned mines.
	Appendix 6B has been added to include correspondence and telephone memoranda with the owners.
	Table 6.5-1

Appendix 6B

	18
	6.5: Does the potential exist for contamination from aggregate pits or quarries along the pipeline right-of-way to impact the project site or right-of-way?  If yes, what methods will be used to prevent contamination migration?
	Text has been updated to incorporate a review of contamination associated with the pits or quarries.   
	6.5

	19
	6.6.1: Provide the epicenters, magnitudes and occurrence date for earthquakes near the LNG site and pipeline right-of-way, or cross reference the seismic hazards report.
	A cross reference to the seismic report was inserted in the text.
	6.6.1

	20
	6.6.1: Identify the specific reference source that identified that the bedrock depth beneath the LNG terminal site was in excess of 500 feet.
	References were added to text.
	6.6.1.1



	21
	6.6.1: What is the specific reference sources for the statement that faults are not considered or suspected to be active?
	Information regarding faults was expanded and references were added to text.
	6.6.1

	22
	6.6.3: Describe any geotechnical investigations and monitoring that will be undertaken in landslide prone areas.
	The text in 6.6.3.2 was expanded to further describe the potentially susceptible landslide areas.
	6.6.3.2

	23
	6.6.4: Carbonate based rock is present from MP 79.3 to 81.5.  What methodology and criteria will be used during drilling to define areas with a higher potential for subsidence?
	The text was updated to reflect that no drilling is planned.
	6.6.4.2

	24
	6.6.4: What influence or interconnection does the linear depression at MP 80.4 have on groundwater in the vicinity?
	The text in 6.6.4.2 has been updated to reflect the data request
	6.6.4.2

	25
	6.6.4: Are any wells actively withdrawing water near MP 80.4, which is indicated in Table 6.3-1 as an area of “Karst Features: Depression”?
	The text was updated based on a review of wells in this area.
	6.6.4.2

	26
	6.6.5: Will any of the excavated or exposed bedrock produce acidic water when exposed to precipitation?
	The text in 6.6.5 was expanded to address this data request.
	6.6.5
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