FTATE CAPTOL @alifﬁmia gfate (gmate :m'worr;t

BACRAMENTS. CA o384

17821 CASY 17TH STREET
TXi, 19167 6514098 SUITE 10
FAX (318) A2 97r54 5 TUSTIN, CA 92780
AN WS LN CA GO TEL (7141579183
FAK (714 573 1858
DICK ACKERMAN

SENATE REPUBLICAN LEADER
SENATOR. THIRTY-THIRD DISTRICT

November 17, 2005

Sacramanto, CA 95814 S

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

On bebalf of the citizens of Orange County, I request your help in completing the regional highway
system envisioned in GoCalifornia. Currently, the California State Parks Commission is taking action
thmnﬂiaawuhym%ﬂ&mpwmhlh%ﬁmmmtmdm&sof
transportation planning in Orange and San Diego counties. ... .

Orange County’s 51-mile toll road system is reducing traffic congestion on s daily basis by aking -
300,000 trips off our crowded freeways and city stréets. The system is opersted by a joint powers
authority (the Transportation Corridor Agencies or “TCA™), which is governed by elected Orange County -
representatives and 15 cities within the county. Currently, TCAumaxcﬁulmofﬂnmkmmd
review for the last | 6-mile phase of the system, known as Foothill-South (SR-241).

Recently, the State Parks Commission beld a mesting to discuss one of the Foothill-South akcnnﬁvet.
After one public bearing, at which they allowed TCA six minutes jo explain this complex matter, the
State Parks Commission adopted a resolution opposing the project. This appointed commission now
Mtommmwwmmemgwwmﬁﬁum
you and your administration sre promoting.

My colieagues and I support the Foothill-South project as a Jocal solution to 3 local traffic problem.
TrafBic is bed now and will only get worse ss time goes by. The state should not be responsible for
Wmmﬂmavhbhwmwnmhmw!hamme s
transportstion policies.

Orange County supports Foothill-South. 1 look forward to your leadership in bringing together various
mma&&;—mmmummﬁrmmumﬁm

Sincerely,

DICK ACKW
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December 13, 2005

The Honorable Amold Schwarzenegger
Govemor, State of California

State Capitol, First Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

On behalf of the citizens of Orange County, we are writing 10 urge your support for the completion of
Orange County’s sixty-seven-mile public 1oll road system ~ the Foothill-South project.

The last sixteen-mile segment of the system, known as Foothill-South, exemplifies your GoCalifornia
initiative and it is an imperative part of Orange County’s Master Plan of Arterial Highways and the
Southern California Association of Government’s Regional Transportation Plan.

Several alignments have been studied and we support an alignment that goes around our South County
cornmunities in order to protect the economic vitality of the region and connects 1o the I-S within
federally owned land —~ Camp Pendleton. The United States Marine Corps requires that the alignment be
as far to the north as possible so as not to interfere with military training. This ares is leased by the
California State Parks and Recreation Department to be used as San Onofre State Beach Park. The
leasehold specifically reserves the Marine Corps’ right 1o grant rights of way for roads and infrastructure.

further authorized the secretary of the Navy to grant an easement to the Transportation Comidor
Agencies (TCA) for Foothill-South. The alignment through the leasehold avoids the 161 campsites at the
San Mateo Campground and other sensitive native habitats in the area.

Orange County’s toil road system was planned, financed, built and continues to be operated by TCA, two
joint powers authorities consisting of fifteen cities and the County of Orange. TCA offers daily traffic
relief for Orange County commuters and businesses by taking 300,000 trips a day off of Orange County's
congested froeways and cily streets. The final sixteen miles of the systemn have been through extensive
analysis involving the Environmental Protection Agency, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Army Corps of
Engineers, the Federal Highway Administration, and Caltrans. Foothill-South will complete State Route
24] - a state highway - and construction of the toll road will utilize no state funds.

In light of your recent announcements about the irportance of infrastructure for the economic future of

California, we hope that you will look 1o TCA and the Foothill-South project as an example of your
vision.



Lmportant decisions are about 10 be made regarding the future of this desperately needed transportation
project. We urge you to support the Foothill-South project, which we feel is crucial to Orange County’s
quality of life and economic future.

Sincerely,

Dick Ackerman, Senator, 37 SD Bob™®argett, Senator, 20™ §

L) [k Y

r, 38" S}f Cilick Devore, Assemblyman, 70° AD

L

Bob Huff, Assemblyman, 60™ AD

“%W_.Tm_

Van Tran, Assemblyman, 68" AD Mimi Walters, Assemblywoman, 73" AD

Bill Morrow, Sena




£ MEMORIALCARE

SADDLEBACK MEMORIAL MEDICAL CENTER

January 9, 2006

Chairman Ken Ryan

Foothill/Eastern Transportation Corridor Agency
125 Pacifica, Suite 100

Irvine, CA 92618

Dear Mr. Ryan:

As a resident and business leader in South Orange County for the last 25 years, I have
watched changes in this area’s population and demographics with more than casual
iterest. As the CEO of Saddleback Memorial Medical Center, with campuses in Laguna
Hills and San Clemente, 1 have spent a great deal of time over the last several decades
trying to keep pace with the changing healthcare needs of a growing and maturing
population. In addition, we are responsible for attracting a workforce consisting of over
2,800 employees, plus thousands of physicians, medical office and support staff,

South Orange County has provided a very high quality of life that has been a key to
attracting talented physicians, nurses and other healthcare providers. In return, the
healthcare services available to the residents of South County are exceptional. It is
essential that these synergies continue. I believe that transportation issues continue to be
among our many challenges As the community continues to evolve, traffic congestion
becomes a factor in accessing our facilities for patients and staff members alike. The
healthcare industry is facing serious staffing shortages in many areas such as nursing and
other clinical jobs that can’t be solved by telecommuting or outsourcing. These shortages
are expected to get worse in the years ahead and we need to do everything in our power
to attract these valuable resources. Commute times are a factor.

To the extent that the final phase of the Foothill-South corridor redirects South County
traffic patterns and improves drive times, as described in the Final EIR Report, I believe
this will improve access to hospitals and other healthcare facilities. This improvement
will be realized by hospital staff, physicians, emergency vehicles and patients alike.

Sincerely,

[@ WAL IR G

Stephen B. Geidt
Chief Executive Officer

THE STANDARD OF EXCELLENCE IN HEALTH CARE

24451 Health Center Drive » Laguna Hills, CA 92653 » Phone: 949-837-4500  www.memorialcare org
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January 10, 2006

TCA Foothill - Eastern
¢/ o Jeff Bout

Board of Directors

125 Pacifica, Suite 100
Irvine, CA 92618-3304

Dear Board Members:

I know that your board will be inundated by negative persons at your hearing on January 12,
2006. 1 am sure you understand that there are thousands of us who understand the toll road
extension is necessary and will help the environment.

It would appear that after the settlement in Rancho Mission Viejo, that the only thing in
controversy is the leased land for a state park and the alleged injury to several hundred surfing
enthusiasts, Certainly, there are a number of state parks in the Sate which have freeways next to
them. In fact, two of those are in San Clemente and North San Diego County. In addition, the park
under discussion is a lease hold land which may not be extended for several years. Regarding the
surfers at the Trestles, one only needs to look at the environmental impact report to determine that
this 1s an emotional, not factual 1ssue.

Please vote for the green alignment and let’s get the toll road extension built before there is
any further delay. I apologize for not being at your meeting, but I am aware on business.

Very truly yours,

THE GIBBS LAW FIRM

M) 4 Aae

GERALD R. GIBBS
GRG:le RECEIVED
“igufSE 4 Crscurnorisid o3acgiier Lotier Dnc Fay. 11006 473 76 '}AN 1 }‘ Zggg
TRANSPORTATION
CORRIDOR AGENCIES

200 M

(949) 4923350 - Fax (949) 492-3697 - Emaii: mail@gibbslaw.com - www.gibbslaw.com
PaLiZADA PROFESSIONAL BUILDING ~ 110 EAST AVENIDA PaLizana, SUITE 201, San CLemenTe, CA 92672-3956



Fred C. Helms
6 Saratoga
Dove Canyon, CA 92679

January 11, 20086

The Honorable Ken Ryan, Chair
FoothilllEastern TCA Board of Directors
125 Pacifica

Irvine, CA 92618

Dear Mr. Ryan:

As President of the Rancho Santa Margarita Chamber of Commerce and as a resident of Dove Canyon, |
am writing to urge your support for the Foothill-South project, which is the compiletion of Orange County's
€7-mile public toll road system.

I would like to express my support for the infrastructure project that will benefit all of our cities, the County,
and the Southern California region as a whole. Not only is Foothill-South project the product of extensive
traffic, land use, and environmental studies, but it is a critical component of Orange County's Master Plan
of Arterial Highways and the Southern California Association of Government's Regional Transportation
Plan

I am pleased to see that the Foothill/Eastern Transportation Corridor Agency has announced that the
federal resource agencies have selected the “Green Alignment” as the Least Environmentally Damaging
Practicable Alternative. | support the alignment because it goes around our South County communities in
order to protect the economic vitality of the region, improve mobility, and that construction will utilize NO
state funds.

I urge you to support the Foothill-South project, which | feel is crucial to Orange County's quality of life
and economic future.

Sincerely,

Fiod & Hodirss

Fred C. Heims
President
Rancho Santa Margarita Chamber of Commerce



January 11, 2006

Honorable Board of Directors

Foothill/Eastern Transportation Corridor Agency (TCA)
125 Pacifica

Irvine, California 92618

RE:  Certification of Final SEIR and Selection of Preferred Alternative for FTC-South
Honorable Members of the Board:

We at Rancho Mission Viejo (RMV) appreciate the opportunity to provide input and
commentary at this point in the processing and evaluation of the Foothill Transportation Corridor
South (FTC-South). As the owners of the 23,000 acre Rancho Mission Viejo, we take very
seriously our responsibility to carefully manage the Ranch, and given the fact that the majority of
the construction of the FTC-South will take place on the Ranch, we have a compelling interest in
the manner by which this facility is proposed to be constructed, as well in the determination of its
final alignment.

We feel it is important to restate at the outset of our comments that RMV firmly supports the
extension of the FTC-South. The completion of this important regional facility will provide a
key component of the future regional transportation system. As noted in the TCA’s staff report
dated January 12, 2006 (page 3), both the SCAG and SANDAG regional transportation plans and
regional transportation programs identify the FTC-South as a critical component of the regional
transportation system in Southern California. Specific benefits of the construction of the FTC-
South, as detailed in the “Draft Findings” set forth in Attachment A to the TCA staff report
(pages 103-109), include alleviating I-5 and arterial peak hour congestion, and providing point
travel time savings. In summary, the completion of the FTC-South will provide very real
benefits to citizens of Orange County, as well as the region, and we wholeheartedly support the
careful and expeditious construction of the extension.

Based on experience gained from our own decades-long planning efforts in South Orange
County, we also appreciate the complexities and tradeoffs that complicate regional transportation
planning in the area. Not the least of these are the competing goals and objectives of the various
interested parties with regard to providing for both projected population growth and desired

DRUG USE
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Honorable Board of Directors
January 11, 2006

Page 2

resource conservation. [t is, in fact, the consideration of these very issues that has lead to
substantial delays in completing the FTC-South.

Given the impacts that will occur on Rancho Mission Viejo, we have been working on an
ongoing basis with the TCA staff to define and understand the various impacts and issues
surrounding the construction of the FTC-South on the Ranch. We intend to continue working
with the TCA and its staff in the same spirit of cooperation that has marked our past dealings.
Without a doubt, there are a myriad of details that will need to be coordinated, and issues to be
resolved, relative to the interface of the toll road and our development plans. Additionally, we
will need to continue to discuss the relationship of the proposed alignment to our ranching
operations.

We have now had a chance to review the TCA’s Draft Findings concerning its selection of a
Preferred Alternative and wanted to make sure that your approval documents accurately reflect
the facts in support of your actions. Please consider the following comments in this regard.

First and foremost, we believe that the Draft Findings generally underestimate the potential
impact of the FTC-South on the Ranch Plan development areas. The Draft Findings seem to
focus primarily on impacts to existing Ranch agricultural uses, including grazing, and impacts to
lands designated for open space conservation under the approved 2004 Ranch Plan entitlements
and the 2005 Settlement Agreemem.'

As described in the Draft Findings (page 110), the TCA has attempted to include as much of the
Preferred Alternative alignment within the Ranch Plan development areas as is feasible, in order
to minimize impacts on open space and habitat areas. Given the value of these open space lands
to the overall Ranch Plan and their importance to the ongoing NCCP/MSAA/HCP and SAMP
efforts, we understand the TCA’s intentions. Nevertheless, the Draft Findings should describe
more clearly how the FTC-South will affect the areas approved for Ranch Plan development, and
the impact on Ranch Plan implementation.

A conceptual alignment for the FTC-South has been shown on the Master Plan of Arterial
Highways (MPAH) since 1981. Because of the delays resulting from the continuing
deliberations regarding alternative FTC-South alignments, and because of RMV’s commitments
to advancing the NCCP and SAMP planning programs in the meantime, RMV determined in

' In the way of clarification, it should be noted that all of the Williamson Act contracts pertaining to agricultural
preserves on the Ranch have been noticed for non-renewal. Furthermore, none of the Williamson Act contracts are
scheduled for cancellation proceedings that would terminate them prior to expiration of their stated terms. The
staternent regarding on these issues at page 15 of the Draft Findings is misleading.

1-1R/414564.2



Honorable Board of Directors
January 11, 2006

Page 3

2001 to move forward with its land development and conservation plans for the Ranch. This
effort culminated in the County’s approval of a General Plan Amendment and Zone Change
(GPA/ZC) for the “Ranch Plan” in November of 2004. RMV'’s land planning efforts necessarily
relied on the previously adopted (i.e., CP) alignment.

While the Draft Findings present several reasons in support of the shift in alignment from the CP
to the Preferred Alternative, the change will require significant modifications to our land
planning efforts. TCA’s placement of the alignment for the Preferred Alternative within Ranch
Plan development areas “wherever feasible™ also increases the amount of expected development
land take.

Impacts of the Preferred Alternative on Ranch Plan development areas are of even greater
concern given that the total amount of development area which was approved by the County in
2004 has been significantly reduced by virtue of the Settlement Agreement, which increased the
acreage to be devoted to open space. Thus, the value of each remaining development acre to
RMYV, and to the future homebuyers and businesses in Orange County, has significantly
increased.

Expected impacts on designated development areas are not limited to the direct effects of land
take. The potential impacts on the Ranch Plan development areas as a result of visual, noise, air
quality and other effects of the toll road must also be more carefully considered and mitigated.
Such impacts have the potential for affecting existing and approved Ranch Plan land uses both
along, and beyond, the boundaries of the toll road corridor.

The importance of these issues is heightened in that the residential and non-residential densities
will be greater, because development acres have been reduced while the number of proposed
homes and business square footage have remained unchanged. Thus, for example, due to the
increases in density, noise impacts will be that much more of a concern. The desi gn treatment
and mitigation of the toll road adjacent to development will therefore need to be determined.
For all of these reasons, we respectfully request that the potential impacts of the Preferred
Alterative on Ranch Plan development areas and land uses, including appropriate mitigation
measures, be more clearly and accurately addressed in the final Findings and other approval
documents.

Finally, the desire of the TCA to minimize impacts on open space lands that would becomne part
of a habitat reserve under the proposed NCCP/MSAA/HCP is acknowledged and appreciated. In
this regard, we note the references in the Draft Findings (pages 238 and 239) to the extensive
mitigation measures included in the Preferred Altemative so as to protect significant resources
and to ensure no net loss of habitat value from the present. We also note references in the Draft
Findings (page 112, etc.) to the Upper Chiquita Conservation Area and to mitigation
opportunities pertaining to that area, which are intended to be compatible with the proposed

1-IR/414564.2



Honorable Board of Directors
January 11, 2006

Page 4

NCCP/MSAA/HCP. Upon approval of the NCCP/MSAA/HCP, we look forward to the
inclusion of the Upper Chiquita Conservation Area as part of the habitat reserve in accordance
with the terms of the applicable conservation easements.”We appreciate your consideration of
these comments and look forward to working with you on these important matters.

Sincerely,

RANCHO MISSION VIEJO

| Q\ I(f S{
Richard Broming

Senior Vice President
Planning & Entitlement

? We also note various references in the Draft Findings (see, for example, pages 49 and 50), to the TCA’s
cooperation in the development of a NCCP and SAMP. Although the TCA has not had an active role in the
development of these plans to date, we do anticipate the cooperation of the TCA is enrolling the Upper Chiquita
Conservation Area as part of the proposed habitat reserve upon approval of the NCCP/MSAA/HCP,

1.1R/414564 2
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In response refer to:
IS1422SWR2004PR13884:SCG

Transportation Corridor Agencies (TCA)
Ms. Macie Cleary-Milan, Deputy Director
Environmental Planning

125 Pacifica

Irvine, California 92618-3304

Dear Ms. Cleary-Milan

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has reviewed the Final Environmental Impact
Statement/Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (EIS/SEIR) for the South Orange County
Transportation Infrastructure Improvement Project (SOCTIIP). NMFS had concerns that the
draft EIS/SEIR for the SOCTIIP did not accurately characterize the status of the Federally listed
endangered Southern California steelhead or adequately assess project impacts on steelhead and
its habitat. We sent a letter to the Transportation Corridor Agencies on August 6, 2004, stating
those concerns and providing comments on the draft EIS/SEIR.

Based on our review, the final EIS/SEIR does address NMFS’ concerns and comments from our
previous letter. NMFS would like to clarify that critical habitat for the Southern California
steelhead Evolutionarily Significant Unit was designated on September 2, 2005 and became
effective on January 2, 2006 (70 FR 52488). As described in the final critical habitat rule, habitat
in the lower section of San Mateo Creek where the SOCTIIP plans construction of bridges that
join with Interstate Highway 5 is now designated as critical habitat for steelhead. In addition,
NMES recently published a final listing determination for the Southern California steelhead
Distinct Population Segment on January 5, 2006 (71 FR 834) following a reassessment of its
status and population status under the Endangered Species Act. NMFS is presently engaged in
section 7 consultation with the Federal Highway Administration for the SOCTIIP and is awaiting
more information in order to proceed with the consultation.




2

Please call Stan Glowacki at (562) 980-4061 if you have any questions concerning this letter, or
if you require additional information.

Sincerely,

Kooy, GO i

Rodney R. Mclnnis
Regional Administrator

cc: Mary Larson, CDFG
Jill Terp, USFWS
Ken Corey, USFWS
Jae Chung, Corps
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January 12, 2008

Mr. William Woollett

interim Chief Executive Officer
Transportation Corridor Agencies
125 Pacifica, Suite 100

Irving, CA 92618-3304

Dear Mr. Woollett:

The Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA) has supported the implementation of
the Transportation Corridor Agencies’ (TCA's} projects since the inception of the
organization in the late 1980s. The new transportation capacity provided by the
Foothill/Eastern Toll Roads (State Route 241, State Route 261, State Route 133) and the
San Joaquin Hills Toll Road (State Route 133) has helped balance Orange County's
transportation system and kept much of Orange County moving during a period of
declining state and federal transportation funding.

The last major piece of the TCA's system includes the proposed southem extension of the
SR-241 Toll Road to the San Diego Freeway (Interstate 5). This project has been the
subject of major planning efforts for more than 20 years. As your organization considers a
Locally Preferred Alternative, OCTA is writing to express support for the transportation
capacity provided by the SR-241 extension.-The-project-is-necessary-for-I-5 traffic relief as
well as providing new transportation routes for southern Orange County.

OCTA understands that any of the alignments under consideration will have community
and environmental impacts that your organization will continue to address as the projact
development process proceeds. However, sustaining Orange County’s continued

transportation demand necessitates that you and the involved agencies find ways to meet
these challenges.

OCTA looks forward to working with you on issues of mutual interest to our agencies and
Orange County. Please call me at 714 560-5431, if you have any questions or comments.

Paul C Ta¥itr PE
Exscutive Director
Planning, Development and Commuter Services

PCT 1o

Orange County Transpostation Authorty
350 Soutr Mam Strest . PO Box 14184 7 Oranoe 7 California U2865-1584 7 17141 560-0C TA 16282
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CALIFORNIA WOMEN'S LEADERSHIP ASSOCIATION

Smaller Government - Individual Freedom - Responsibility and Accountability

January 12, 2006

The Foothill/Eastern Transportation Corridor Agency
125 Pacifica, Suite 100
Irvine, California 92618

Dear Chairman Ryan and Board Members,

California Women’s Leadership Association is in support of the Foothill
South extension and urges you to certify the final EIR and the preferred
alignment. CWLA, founded 11 years ago in Orange County, is an
organization of over 500 women throughout California is committed to
bringing together influential women to effect meaningful change in our
communities and our government through education and advocacy. We
strive to identify and provide opportunities for women’s political
involvement in their government and their community to enhance their
quality of life.

We urge you to certify the final EIR and the preferred alignment because
Foothill South is the final segment of Orange County’s planned 67-mile toll
road system. This extension has gone through a rigorous and long, regional
planning process that began in 1981. During that time, an unprecedented
collaboration among agencies studied this issue. We are confident that their
conclusions, represented in today’s EIR and preferred alternative, provide
the least impactful solution to Orange County’s critical transportation crisis
on Interstate 5 in South Orange County.

CWLA and all Californian need leaders in transportation who lead with the
purpose of solving our most pressing infrastructure need with fiscal
conservatism and pragmatism. You have the opportunity today to be those
kinds of leaders. Thank you for consideration of this most important matter.

Sincerely, p
OmEit=
JED ER COWEN-F

Exedtive Director

444 N. HARBOR BOULEVARD, SUITE 200 - FULLERTON, CA 82832 - (714) 441-0200

WWW.CWLAUS

SACRAMENTO
SAN DIEGO
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TSTRAN R . .
- Chairman Ken Ryan

Members of the Foothill/Eastern Transportation Corridor Agency
125 Pacifica, Suite 120
R 0 Irvine, California 92618

- RE: Foothill South Extension

: Honorable Chairman Ryan and Members of the Board:

ok

=
LARRY HARMBER Poleg.

Rk suMALn v

RCK A WaNORGOR!

The National Association of Industrial and Office Properties, Southern California Chapter
e s e e supports: the: Foothill-South to help complete the Orange County’s toll road system and the
Hant " preferred alignment identified in the Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SEIR). This final

SHVER aMes . . iy .

Mwmwm _woon. CONStruction phase of the toll road will facilitate the movement of people, goods and services
WD 1 BALDON b 1o o nee HTOUEHOUL the region and. in particular, the fast growing southern county area.

BRUCE { BLARLY -

NAIOP So Cal’s over 800 members own and manage over 1.8 billion square feet of commercial

GREG BLOMSTRAND e v veur, aduasar. . . R . vy - y
smtamces snes. N Industrial buildings housing over 5.4 million workers in Orange and Los Angeles Counties.
aMes © sRown Neorsi 1 ESE WoTKETS Utilize the region’s transportation system for more than going to and from work!
smisy e o i They use the roads, freeways and toll roads to deliver the goods manufactured and stored in their
s s s facilities and delivered to the ports of Long Beach and Los Angles to the rest of the nation. The
e e b completion of the Foothill South Toll Road is an integral and important part of the region’s

overall transportation system.

MARTIN (OYNE aME® o, (ursoator

SCOTT PARB. .. wony sawent 1,

DK & CIGER v e " Orange County, as one of the highest Job-generating counties in the state located between Los
TIML ANYOM HALLEM Mo . B ¢ . . . « wg rae

tan ey v, SANEeEles and San Diego Counties, has tremendous regional transportation responsibilities to meet

... the needs of its residents, workers, business travel and the movement of goods within and beyond

- its borders. The region’s transportation system has not kept up with the growth and demands of

PHILIP W Kiisn ©
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wmncws e the region. The completion of the Foothill-South toll road will provide an important alternate
SERMD RNAR s route to 1-5 i South Orange County and is an important and critical part of this transportation
i "‘: . " 7" corridor and regional system.
B oAy Mt s
BEDE SO0 5.

" NAIOP members are the companies moving goods from the ports of Long Beach and Los
" Angeles to the rest of the nation. The projections for increased international and domestic trade
.. volumes continue to increase the truck traffic moving these goods along the major transportation
- corridors.  The importance of the Foothill-South tol] road cannot be understated. It is also an
important link to commercial, as well as residential, access to Los Angeles International and
BRADEr % WL wes Lo Ontario Alrports.
DRNIEL K WINTON. Wonion Law
aovisomy coumcr. Y AIOP SoCal recognizes the environmental challenges associated with the construction of major
R owsox wico e LTANSPOTtAtiON systems and supports the TCA doing everything possible to mitigate negative
mwsTRER e impacts.  However, sustaining the economic vitality of the region and quality of life for Orange
wsR sty e County workers and residents supports the need to address and overcome the environmental
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) AL e challenges.  We urge the adoption of the Subsequent Environmental Impact Report and
AAN By v M . -
CATHLEE SRS ) moveme{?i toward the timely completion of the Foothill South Toll Road.

R ¢ Conimay - * Sincerely, ' 7 . )
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STATEMENT AT TCA PUBLIC HEARING

Foothill South
1/12/06
by
William G. Steiner
Members of the Agency Board, my name is Bill Steiner and 1 am here

representing the Orange Chamber of Commerce and its 800 member
businesses.

] would ask that you please enter into the record a resolution by the Chamber
in support of the extension of the 241 toll road.

The controversy over this decision is similar to what we experienced in our
own community several years ago when decisions were made to locate the
241 and the 261 toll roads in the Orange sphere of influence.

We were also concerned about the impact on native habitat, on wildlife
movement, on our residential neighborhoods, on Irvine Park and on traffic

circulation and congestion at the Chapman interchange.

In Orange we knew we couldn’t really stop progress based on our narrow
parochial interests.

We knew that the toll roads represented a regional approach to
transportation.

We knew that the toll road was our best opportunity to relieve chronic
congestion on the 1-55 Freeway that goes through our community, as well as
Imperial Highway, Cannon and Serrano Road.

So what resulted was compromise.

Frankly, most decisions that can polarize people require compromise.

The preferred alignment of Foothill South represents a compromise.



Our experience in Orange was that the TCA was an agency that was
responsive to our concerns.

It spent millions of dollars on mitigation measures to minimize impacts.
It worked collaboratively with the federal regulatory and resource agencies.
It preserved open space.

It conducted endless outreach efforts and public hearings as its plans were
adjusted as a result of this input.

And it secured the financing to actually build the road.

So, in closing let me say that the TCA did its part and kept its promises in
Orange. And [ believe it is doing the same in South County.

Ladies and Gentlemen I hope that you will move ahead to complete the
network of toll roads for the benefit of all of our citizens.
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Comments on Proposed Certification of Final Subsequent Environmental Impact
Report and Selection of Locally Preferred Alternative for Southern Extension of
State Route 241
by
William J. Kelley, HI
Vice-Chair, Governmental Affairs
Irvine Chamber of Commerce
at the Foothill/Eastern TCA Board of Directors Meeting
January 12, 2006
Mission Viejo, California

1o the Honorable Directors:

My name is William Kelley. and in addition to being a resident of south Orange County
and an attorney in private practice in Irvine, I am the Vice-Chair of Governmental Affairs
for the Irvine Chamber of Commerce. 1 present my comments today on behalf of the

Irvine Chamber of Commerce.

To begin with, I would like 1o state that the Irvine Chamber of Commerce fully and
unreservedly supports completion of the 241 Toll Road. and to that end, strongly urges
this Board to adopt today the two proposed resolutions to certify the Environmental
Impact Report and select the staff-recommended preferred alternative connecting the 241
with Interstate 5. Let me briefly offer for vour consideration three points from the

particular perspective of the Irvine Chamber.

First, the Irvine Chamber is one of the largest chambers of commerce in southern
California, with nearly a thousand members representing approximately 60,000
employees. And it makes sense that our chamber is so large, because Irvine is one of the
most job-rich cities in the nation. Irvine businesses provide close to 200,000 jobs. And
most of these jobs are held by people who live elsewhere, including many who live in

South County. People have to be able to get to and from work easily. Goods must be



moved efficiently. Accordingly. a well-functioning, high-capacity transportation network
1s key to a thriving economy in Irvine and indeed all of Orange County. For these
reasons. the Irvine Chamber was an early supporter of the existing Toll Roads, which
bring commuters and goods to and from Irvine. For the county’s transportation network
to keep pace with increasing population and to allow continued Job growth, the Toll Road

system must now be completed. and that means linking the 241 to the 15.

Second. the Irvine Chamber has an unusually diverse mix of businesses as our members.
Reflecting the fact that the City of Irvine is headquarters to many large corporations,
Irvine Chamber members include companies that are world leaders in such industries as
automotive, computer and medical technologies, as well as businesses more typical of
traditional chambers of commerce. namely, medium and small-sized enterprises,
including hundreds of sole proprietorships and family-owned businesses. Our
determination is that completion of the 241 Toll Road will benefit all ranges of our
members—small. medium and large businesses. Left uncompleted, the worsening traffic

congestion will cause all our businesses to suffer, and the result will be loss of jobs.

My third and final point is that the Irvine Chamber of Commerce views partnerships
between public and private entities as the most cost-effective and timely means of
building the state’s infrastructure. The Orange County Toll Roads are a great example of
what can be accomplished when the public and private sectors work together with
foresight. vision and creativity. The Foothill South alternative recommended by the
Board’s staff has all the hallmarks of careful planning with due consideration to COost,

safety and environmental factors, and will be a fitting complement to the current system.

And so on behalf of the Irvine Chamber of Commerce, | ask that this Board approve the
two resolutions presented today and continue to work to complete this vital link in our

region’s transportation network. Thank you very much for your consideration.

[



.‘
CHAMBER

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF COMPLETION OF FOOTHILL SOUTH TOLL ROAD

WHEREAS, The Irvine business community and residents consistently recognize traffic and congestion as a
leading issue; and

WHEREAS, The Transportation Corridor Agencies has successfully planned, financed, constructed and
operated 51 miles of Toll Roads in Orange County; and

WHEREAS, For the past 15 years, the publicly-managed and privately-financed Toll Roads have improved and
stimulated business activity in Orange County by relieving freeway congestion thereby saving Toll Road
commuters an average of 21 minutes per trip; and

WHEREAS, The Transportation Corridor Agencies makes environmental sensitivity their top priority in both the
construction and maintenance of the Toll Roads; and

WHEREAS, The Transportation Corridor Agencies preserved more than 2,000 acres of native habitat
including: a 50-acre wetland, a 214-acre site of preserved and restored costal sage scrub, a 21-acre wetland
along Bonita Creek and a 1,182-acre conservation area near Coto De Caza to assure a safe environment for
deer, coyote, and many bird species including the California gnatcatcher; and

WHEREAS, The Toll Roads improve the quality of life in Orange County by reducing traffic congestion, thereby
eliminating an estimated 8.2 million pounds of vehicle emission air pollution annually; and

WHEREAS, Using a conservative estimated of $12.00 per hour, the Toll Roads save commuters a combined
$345.9 million in business productivity annually; and

WHEREAS, The Toll Roads alleviate as much as 25% of the traffic congestion on the Orange County freeways
and without the Toll Roads vehicle hours of delay on county freeways and arterial roads would increase by an
additional 115,300 hours each weekday;,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED BY THE IRVINE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE BOARD OF
DIRECTORS, that they take great pride in commending the Transportation Corridor Agencies for their role in
alleviating the traffic congestion in Orange County; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, the Irvine Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors endorses the

Transportation Corridor Agencies' efforts to complete the Toll Roads by connecting the planned link between
the 241 Foothill South and the Interstate 5 freeway south of San Clemente.

Paul Hernandez ﬂ Jacquie Ellis
Chair of Board President / CEQO
Oclober 25, 2005 Oclober 25, 2005
Date Date
2485 MeCabe Way » Sute 150 « frvine » California » 92614 a
s 0181 10 Fax 9496000829 wwe irvinechamber com A=
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January 12, 2006

The Honorable Ken Ryan

Chairman

Foothill-Eastern Transportation Corridor Agency
125 Pacifica, Suite 120

Irvine, California 92618
Dear Chairman Ryan.

I am writing to inform you of my support for the Foothill-South project currently being planned
by the Transportation Corndor Agency (TCA). Once finished, this completion of the 241 Toll
Road will significantly alleviate and curb the high volume of vehicles that currently utilize
Interstate 5.

Recent traffic projections indicate that Interstate 5 will soon emulate what is currently being seen
on the 91 Freeway, which was recently placed on the list of the most congested freeways in the
nation. Without some remediation, mobility in South Orange County will come to a standstill.
The completion of the 241 Toll Road is an effective and environmentally responsible answer to
South County’s impending transportation woes.

As o former member of the Foothill-Eastern Transportation Corridor Agency, I am pleased to
support a vital transportation project that has been on the Master Plan of Arterial Highways for
twenty years. The approval of the Final Environmental Impact Report by the TCA Board of
Directors will mark the beginning of a critical transportation system in South County.

I encourage the entire TCA Board of Directors to approve the Final Foothill-South EIR to ensure
the construction of this important infrastructure project.

Sincerely,

TODD SPITZER
Assemblymember, 71° District

TS:ba

Printed on Recycied Paper
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ORANGE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF FOOTHILL SOUTH

WHEREAS, The Orange County business community and residents consistently recognize
traffic and congestion as a leading issue; and

WHEREAS, The Transportation Corridor Agencies has successfully planned, financed,
constructed and operated 51 miles of Toll Roads in Orange County; and

WHEREAS, For the past 15 years, the publicly-managed and privately-financed Toll Roads
have improved and stimulated business activity in Orange County by relieving freeway
congestion thereby saving Toll Road commuters an average of 21 minutes per trip; and

WHEREAS, The Transportation Corridor Agencies makes environmental sensitivity their top
priority in both the construction and maintenance of the Toll Roads; and

WHEREAS, The Transportation Corridor Agencies preserved more than 2,000 acres of native
habitat including: a 50-acre wetland, a 214-acre site of preserved and restored costal sage scrub,
a 21-acre wetland along Bonita Creek and a 1,182-acre conservation area near Coto De Caza to
assure a safe environment for deer, coyote, and many bird species including the California
gnatcatcher; and

WHEREAS, The Toll Roads improve the quality of life in Orange County by reducing traffic
congestion, thereby eliminating an estimated 8.2 million pounds of vehicle emission air pollution
annually; and

WHEREAS, Using a conservative estimate of $12.00 per hour, the Toll Roads save
commuters a combined $345.9 million in business productivity annually; and

WHEREAS, The Toll Roads alleviate as much as 25% of the traffic congestion on the Orange
County freeways and without the Toll Roads, vehicle hours of delay on county freeways and
arterial roads would increase by an additional 115,300 hours each weekday;



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED BY THE ORANGE CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE, that they take great pride in commending the Transportation Corridor
Agencies for their role in alleviating the traffic congestion in Orange County; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, the Orange Chamber of Commerce endorses the
Transportation Corridor Agencies’ efforts to complete the Toll Roads by connecting the planned
link bgtween the 241 Foothill South and the Interstate 5 freeway south of San Clemente.

el ilie. .l o OST i 7‘%:4 d"”’/xm/

Barbara deBoom,
Chief Executive Officer Chairman of the Board

Date: .? R
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Foothill/Eastern Transportation Corridor Agency A 9 2006
Chairman of the Board CORRIDOR wealON
OFFICE OF tHE cié;s

Re: 241 Toll Road extension

Dear Mr. Chairman:

My name is Kirk Lapple. I have served two terms as Chairman of the Board of the
Dana Point Chamber of Commerce (2000 & 2004). 1 have lived in Dana Point for
twelve plus years, and I have practiced law for over fifteen years. I have been
asked by the Dana Point Chamber of Commerce to address the Board regarding
the Toll Road extension. Although I was present at the January 12% meeting and
prepared to address the Board, I was unable to stay into the afternoon due to my
schedule. 1 understand that the Board will be reconvening on the 19™. I request
that this letter be distributed to each Board Member.

Last year, the Dana Point Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors unanimously
voted to support the Toll Road extension. They have authorized me on behalf of
the Chamber’s 500 plus members to ask you certify the EIR and adopt the green
alignment as it is the most environmentally sensitive.

On a personal note, my commute to and from my office in the Northwest part of
the County is 76 miles a day. It takes me an hour each way. Idrive the 5, the 405
and the 73 daily. If it were not for the 73 Toll Road my commute would be one-
half to an hour longer. My car would be running that much longer, and that
would not be environmentally friendly. Traffic on the 5 is bad now, and it is

certain to get worse. Accordingly, we also ask that the Board move the project
along.

We look forward to the 241 extension.
Thank you.
Kirk Lapple, Esq.

Dana Point Chamber of Commerce
Chairman of the Board (2000 & 2004)
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
CHALRMAN OF THE BOARD February 10, 2006
Thomas Phalps
Manatt, mgﬁm The Honorable Arnold Schwarzenegger
CHARMAN ELECT gcvemor, S;ate of California
- Rick Siephens tate Capito
e e e Sacramento, CA 92614
The Boeing Company
MMEDIATE ”;‘f‘fmm Re:  Support State Route 241 Completion
Hational Manager Emerging
Wasbirgton Mutual Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:
’ ?mtmnom On behalf of the Orange County Business Council (OCBC), we respectfully request that you
Orcge County Businss Coscud support the efforts of the Foothill/Eastern Transportation Corridor Agency (T CA} in
TREASURE completing State Route 241. The completion of SR 241 will provide Orange and San Dsego
Rudy Hanley Counties with a desperately needed transportation link that will allow our region to increase its
Prestdent & CEG vy . see s .
Orange County Taacbers Rederal mobility, economic competitiveness, and therefore our quality of life.
Credit Union
VicE Cgs?&*gw Last month in your State of the State address, you provided the residents of our county with
Ve Fresdony new hope. California would once again begin to take a leadership role in making sure that we
m"mmﬁ are no longer be held hostage by a few advocates that subscribe to a “build it and they will
5 Joseph Hoakh System come” philosophy. You accurately pointed out in your address that “our systems are at the
VIcE AR EVENTS breaking point now... and we need more roads.”
Senior Vice Presideni of h:ac
The Disnepiand s You said, “Build it”, and we agree.
IFRASTROCTIRE Appropriate environmental safeguards have been put in place and storm water clean-up basins
oy ovenid have been included. The well-planned completion of SR 241 will be paid locally by the tol]
Souh California Disirict road users and not by the State. Our regions toll road users have made the choice to pay for
transportation enhancements as a way to enhance their quality of life, and their choice should
VICE CHALR, MaSLRE M be applauded and supported.
Sewndor Vice Presideni,
Eniitlement and Pubiic Affairs . :
The Irvine Company Governor, please do not allow a small group of no-growth advocates to derail the economic
VCE CHAIR, vitality of our region. We request your strong leadership and support for the completion of SR
mw;gm 241. Again we say, “Build it!”
Senior Vice Prastdent. Regional
Union Bank of California erely;
VICE CHAJR, RESEARCH & % Z /\%
COMMIMICATIONS
Linda Martin
Exacutive Vice Presideni &
Rirrtarrmri i odd Priest
President and CEO Vice President
N e Government & Community Affairs
William M. Habermehi
County Superintendent of
Orange Cosnty Departmant
of Edwoatinn
VICE CHAIR, WORKFORCE cc. Secretary Sunne McPeak, Business Transportation and Housing
‘ Wi Secretary Mike Chrisman, Resources Agency
Vice Presideni/County Kanager Foothill/Eastern Transportation Corridor Agency

SHAPING ORANGE COUNTY'S ECONOMIC FUTURE



[PUDIDRRPRESIS

02/21/08

12:20 FAX 714 968 5649 LA TIMES

Goo2

|

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE

SACRAMENTO, CALINORNIA
[

February 15, 2006

The Honordble Amold Schwarzenogger
Governor, State of Califomia

State Capitol

Sactamento, CA 95814

Desr Govemor Schwarzenegger:

Wammmwmmwmymmxwwhmmmaww
awymwmmﬁmwcmﬁmamm

m«mﬂmwmmwmmww
seriously cowiproralises several basic policy parsmetess of the Culifomia Seasse.

mmmmmmmwmmmmmw

ofw&qwitymdnmmmm&nm&@ymmmm
policios as it would sllow & locally-entrenched huresnarasy, the toll zoad agency, to build a
poerly planned totl rosd right through the heart of the Ban Onofre State Park.

mw»nm&:nmmﬂicwhmmmﬁywﬂmmﬂwwwm
amwmkwmmwmmmws and
mmmpmamwkmmmmﬁmm

pubhc lands.

Morsover, mmmmmmmmwammwfmﬂ
mnnmcfcmmmm seate parks and atirscts in excess of 2.5 million
anmual visitors. The toll road has & rulsons n!isnnwﬂaat woutld put & massive swath of
pavemnant, over fouy miles in leogth, dght the heart of this state park. The finsocial
benefits tad revult fom providing sporting, mﬁgm&gmﬁa&am@d
activities, as well ummmﬁwarm&-wmm,vcﬁ forever be lost. Protecting
mmsmf@ywwmmmmmmmmw
Mmmmmww—aﬁmmwmmw
reacrestionial sconomies.
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Governor Schwarzencgger

February 15, 2006

Page2

The Senate bas set forth some very basic, common sense principles. This toll road is antithetical
to theso sonnd transportation policies.

3 the preblem is taffic, the solution is not biind adberonce to an outdated tell road model from
1981, It is unacocpisble 1o vinlatc these policies when we bave other options for improving
traffic conditiving that will our park Jands, Himit global warming, and provide grester
cconomic and traffic it the form of smiert growth,

Plsasc take immediate action to oppose this proposed il road, including Rling litigation if

Chafr, Senste Environmental Quality Comtnittes



Congress of the Hnited States
BHashington, DL 20515

February 17, 2006

The Honorable Amold Schwarzenegger
State Capito! Building
Sacramento, California 95814

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

We are writing in support of the Foothill/Eastern Transportation Corridor Agency’s proposed route for the
16-mile Foothill-South Project (SR 241). We understand that two members of your Administration
recently requested a 30-day extension of the Agency’s decision on the project and hope that at the
terminus of this review period, your Administration will conclude that the project as recommended, is
critical to Orange County’s mobility.

As you know, the final environmental impact report identifies the “green alignment” as the preferred
alternative. Several federal resource agencies have made a preliminary determination that the green
alignment is the least environmentally damaging, practicable zlternative. In addition, TCA has worked
with United States Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton to ensure that the alignment does not interfere
with its training mission and maintains the integrity of the agreement made with the Commandant of the
Marine Corps in 1988. In addition, federal law created by Congress in 1998 allows a right-of-way
lransaction to take place between the TCA and Camp Pendleton if certain conditions are met.
Furthermore, this Congress provided $8 million in funding for the construction of Foothill-South in the
High Prionty Project section of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (Public Law 109-59).

The Foothill-South Project is the final segment of Orange County’s planned 67-mile toll road system of
which 51 miles are complete and in operation. The project has been the subject of regional planning

cfforts since 1981 and we respectfully request that you join us in supporting this significant infrastructure
praoject.

We fully support the Foothill-South green alignment which will accomplish significant traffic relief with
the least impacts on the environment and the local commumities.

Sincerely,

Do e

Rep. Dana Rohrabacher

Rep. Ken Calvent

PRIHTED O MELYOLED PAPEX
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The Honorable Amold Schwarzenegger
Governor, State of California

State Capitol

Sacramento, California 95814

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

In response to a letter to you dated February 15, 2006 signed by several members of the Senate
Democrat Caucus, we respectfully request that you stand strong in your commitment to
improving the State’s infrastructure. Their request for your opposition to the critically-needed
Foothill-South project is based on misinformation and not “smart growth” principles as they have
indicated, but rather “no-growth” principles.

The Transportation Corridor Agencies (TCA) are two joint-powers authorities based in Orange
County that were created by the State Legislature in 1986 in order to plan, finance, construct, and
operate 67 miles of toll roads in Orange County. The need for the highways and their general
routes were defined by the County of Orange ten years prior, but when no state or federal funds
were available to build them as free roads an innovative approach to financing infrastructure was
officiated. It is tronic that this “locally-entrenched buresucracy” was created by the State Senate

in order to provide a solution 1o a problem that faced one of California’s largest self-help
counties.

TCA has constructed and now operates 51 miles of toll roads that have all been through the very
extensive CEQA and NEPA processes. With their construction, more than 2,000 acres of
permanent open space in Orange County has been preserved. Now, the last 16 miles of the 1ol
road system, known as Foothill-South, are under attack as the CEQA process comes to a close.
Not only has the TCA prepared an environmental impact report to CEQA standards, but have
worked with federal resource agencies in an unprecedented collaborative process which led to
preliminary findings of no jeopardy to species and a least environmentally damaging alternative
finding on their “green alignment.” This alignment best addresses South Orange County’s future
transportation needs with the least impact to wetlands and native habifat and avoids taking homes
and businesses. Furthermore, as part of the study and preparation of this route, the TCA also
worked with the Awr Quality Management District and Foothill-South has been named a
Transportation Control Measure by the District, which indicates that the road balances both the
needs of traffic relief and the environment,

Many claims have been made, including a claim that Foothill-South will lead to urban sprawl.

However, traffic is bad now in Southern Orange County and an alternative to the 1.5 is already
needed. By 2025, traffic will increase by 60% at the Orange County and San Diego County line.

$rrivstmet sy Llmossnimed La s
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The County of Orange recently approved an amendment to its general plan to allow for 14,000
new homes and commercial businesses. Additionally, some of the newer communities South
Orange County are not yet built out. These new homes are coming and they will bring an
mcrease 1o traffic. Growth is already occurring in Southern California due to its strong economy

and the fact that it is a desirable place to live. The responsible thing to do is plan for growth by
providing infrastructure to keep the economy strong.

The proposed route passes through a portion of San Onofre State Beach which is leased from the
federal government. TCA is committed to minimizing the impact. No campsites will be removed
and the trail to the beach will be intact. Studies have shown that no measurable changes will
oceur to Trestles Beach, nor its wave breaks. Enhancements to the state park system should be

considered and we encourage the Administration to begin meaningful discussions about what can
be done.

Finally, the toll road is not a “*1980s-style traffic solution.” The 1980s were the era of Jerry
Brown — this was an era when NO highways were built on the premise that population growth
would stap if the State did not build roads — that clearly has not been proven the case. The toll
roads in Orange County are a forward thinking and fiscally responsible approach to solving local
traffic problems with local solutions. They represent a model of what we in the Legislature
should now pursue to address our statewide transportation challenges. Please do what you can to
ensure that this project can move forward as planned. As representatives of Orange County, we
know that this project is critical for the economic stability of our region.

Sincerely,

Zoos
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February 22, 2006

Honorable Arnold Schwarzenegger
Governor, State of California

State Capitol Building
Sacramento, CA 95814

‘Re: 241 Toll Road Foothill South extension project

Dear Governor Schwarzeneggern:

On behalf of California homebuilders, represented by the California Building Industry
Association (CBIA), I am writing to register strong support for the 241 Toll Road
Foothill South extension project in Orange County which is now under review by
your Administration.

As you know, the extension project represents the last leg of Orange County’s 67-
mile successful toll road system. The toll road project has been underway for nearly
30 years as part of the Orange County Master Plan of Arterial Highways and is
privately financed.

The toll road system in Orange County is operated by the Transportation Corridor
Agencies (TCA), which are responsible for the planning, financing and building the
toll roads. The Agencies are run by a board of directors ("the Board”), comprised of
elected officials from Orange County and the cities surrounding the toll road. The
Board is in the final stages of approving the extension project.

CBIA understands and commends your recent efforts to explore alternative routes
for the toll road at its southernmost end, due to the potential impact on state
parkland. I have been in contact with both Secretary Chrisman and Secretary
Wright McPeak and am aware of the exhaustive effort that’s been made to satisfy
the multitude of interests surrounding this project. Iwas also informed that no
practical alternatives were found.

Governor Schwarzenegger, the 241 toll road extension project represents a
significant transportation improvement for the region and enjoys broad support.
CBIA is pleased to add its name to the list of those backing the extension and is
hopeful it will move forward soon.

Very sincerely yours,

RO

Timothy L. Coyle
Senior Vice President

e Honorable Mike Chrisman, Resources Agency
Honorable Sunne McPeak, Business, Transportation and Housing Agency
Susan Kennedy, Office of the Governor
Honorable Fred Aguiar, Office of the Governor
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Crty OF RANCHO SANTA MARGARITA

February 23, 2006

Mayor
James M. Thor
Mayor Pro Tempore
L. Anthony Beall Honorable Amold Schwarzenneger Governor
Council Members State of California :
Neil C. Blais State Capitol
Gary Thompson Sacramento, CA 95814
Jerry Holloway
City M Subject: Resolution supporting the completion of the 241 Toll Road
Steven E. Hayman

Honorable Governor Schwarzenneger:

in support of the numerous hours of work, involvement and dedication
of the Transportation Corridors Agency (TCA), the City of Rancho
Santa Margarita adopted Resolution 06-02-22-01, supporting the
completion of the 241 Toll Road with the “Green” Alignment, which
avoids homes and businesses, avoids sensitive native habitat and
wetlands, and provides an alternative to Interstate 5 that addresses the
future traffic needs in south Orange County. Attached is a copy of the
Resolution for your information and records.

The City strongly supports the TCA in their efforts to provide
responsibly planned and environmentally sensitive transportation
~options.  This development is essential to the continued fiscal well-
being of the region and our ability to provide adequate services to our
citizens.

The City of Rancho Santa Margarita would like to extend its
appreciation to the TCA and urges your support of this pivotal project.

.Ha
City Manager

oo Transportation Corridor Agency
Senator Dick Ackerman
Assembiyman Todd Spitzer
League of California Cities
League of California Cities Orange County Division
Orange County Cities -

EXYEYE
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RESOLUTION NO. 06-02-22-01

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
RANCHO SANTA MARGARITA, CALIFORNIA,
SUPPORTING THE COMPLETION OF THE 241 TOLL
ROAD WITH THE “GREEN" ALIGNMENT, WHICH AVOIDS
HOMES AND BUSINESSES, AVOIDS SENSITIVE NATIVE
HABITAT AND WETLANDS, AND PROVIDES AN
ALTERNATIVE TO INTERSTATE 5 THAT ADDRESSES
THE FUTURE TRAFFIC NEEDS IN SOUTH ORANGE
COUNTY.

WHEREAS, the Foothill Transportation Corridor (241 Toll Road) was placed on
the Orange County Master Plan of Arterial Highways in 1981; and

WHEREAS, the FoothilllEastern Transportation Cormidor Agency and the San
Joaquin Hills Transportation Corridor Agency have successfully planned, financed,
constructed and operate 51 miles of Toll Roads in Orange County; and

WHEREAS, a portion of Foothill Transportation Corridor (241 Toll Road) opened
in the City of Rancho Santa Margarita in April 1993, providing a high-speed connection
for Rancho Santa Margarita Residents and businesses to central and northern Orange
County; and

WHEREAS, the Transportation Corridor Agencies pay attention to environmental
issues and work to balance the need for transportation options with the responsibility of
being sensitive to the environment; and

WHEREAS, the Transportation Corridor Agencies preserved more than 2,000
acres of native habitat, including the 1,182-acre Upper Chiquita Conservation Area
located adjacent to the south-east boundary of the City of Rancho Santa Margarita; and

WHEREAS, commuters who use the Foothill Transportation Corridor (241 Toll
Road) can pay their toll with cash or electronically with a FasTrak transponder; and

WHEREAS, Rancho Santa Margarita residents and businesses have more than
17,700 FasTrak accounts; and

WHEREAS, the location for the final 16 miles of Orange County's toll road
system, which will extend the 241 Toll Road from where it ends at Oso Parkway to
Interstate 5 near San Clemente, has been studied for 20 years; and

WHEREAS, the Draft Subsequent Environmental impact Report, which analyzed
six toll road options and two non-toll road options was released for a 90-day public
review period in May 2004; and




WHEREAS, the Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report was released on
December 6, 2005, with a recommendation that the “Green” alignment was the Least
Environmentally Damaging Practicable Alternative because it would reduce traffic on
Interstate 5, avoid taking homes and businesses, avoid the sensitive wetlands, allow for
safe wildlife movement to the Cleveland Nationai Forest: and

WHEREAS, Transportation is a critical issue for the quality of life and economy in
Rancho Santa Margarita.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of Rancho Santa
Margarita hereby supports the completion of the 241 Toll Road with the “Green”
alignment, which avoids homes and businesses, avoids sensitive native habitat and
wetlands, and provides an altemative to Interstate 5 that addresses the future traffic
needs in South Orange County.

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 22nd day of February, 2006. '

JAMAES M. THOR, MAYOR
A/T(SST:
/
“BEBBIE WOLFF, CITY CLE%

STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
COUNTY OF ORANGE )
CITY OF RANCHO SANTA MARGARITA )

I, Debbie Wolff, City Clerk of the City of Rancho Santa Margarita,
Califomia, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of
Resolution No. _ 06-02-22-01 adopted by the City Council of the City
of Rancho Santa Margarita, Califonia, at a regular meeting thereof, held on the 22nd
day of February, 2006, by the foliowing vote:

AYES: City Council Members Blais, Holloway and Thompson, and Mayor
Pro Tempore Beall and Mayor Thor

NOES: None

ABSTAIN:  yone .

Debbie Wolff, City Clerkl”
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