
#TAAPffC. 1furnia $tate ewte
I41O. c* *a 712 AS 7Th STDEZ

$JcT
r (le *4$73 i.411N. CA 12710

tLr WU CK W CA I,)

4S7. Ill

DICK ACKERMAN
SENATE PEPUBLJCAN LEADER

SENATOR. THIry-Thrno D*STlCT

Novembe 17.2005

The Roorabk Axncid Schwgger
Govt, State of CaIi1oa
State Cqitol, First Floor
Sac ne*o,CA98l4

On beledfofthe citizeas ofOrange County, I requei* yvw he in con,leting the ,eocalhighway
syan eevisáoaed m GoCthfo.cia. Ctutaly, the Califosaia State Parka CoixnniuiOn is taking actioii
t ooelds with yrGoCalifasaia piiOUli. The Css*on is ianng two decades of

in Orange and San Plege couati.

Orange Cotys 51-toll mad systn is reducing traf& oongeetlon ona daily busby taking
300,000 iñpe off crowded freeways and city a. The systea ii operated by a joügpowus
a*hetiry (the Trampciwicn Coñdor Agencies or ‘ICA”). which is govned by elected Orange County
rmWves and 15 ciii.. within the ccy. Currently, TCA lain the finsi stages of the enviroeaua*al
review for the last 1 6-ide phase of th. system, known as Foothill-South (SR-24 1).

Renently, the Slate Pa*s Ccunaisaioc held. meeting to discuss one of the Foc*hiU-South i)taustivee.
After one public hearing. at which they allowed TCA six mi,astca to ezplain this ooirçje tt*tter, the
State Pk Coamtisgioii adopted a resohaticc opposing the prooci This appoired commission now
plans to hinder the xrç4ex end very detailed envwi.AaJ proo..s—a project tint exemplifies pohcaes
you and yow a&iiniaretion ue promoting.

My colleagues and I support the Foothill-South proecl as a local iokiion to a local traffic problem.
Traffic Is bad iw and will only get worse as tine goes by. The stale sheuld not be reons1ble for
stopping or stathng a viable soh*acn, eepeclaUyasolutioii that epitomizes yaw admInistration’s

spc*iaticei policies.

Orange County supports Foothill-South. I look forward to your leadership in brtoging toghcz vanozs
state ageies and lepariiner*s tobiawe tint your vision for transportation infrsstnctwu ii realized.

Sincely.

DICK ACKERMAN
Senate Republican Leader
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December I 3, 2005

The Honorable Arnold Schwarzenegger
Governor, State of California
Stale Capitol, First Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

On behalf of the citizens of Orange County, we are writing to urge your support for the completion of
Orange County’s sixty-seven-mile public toll road system — the Foothill-South project.

The last sixteen-mile segment of the system, known as Foothill-South, exemplifies your GoCalifornia
initiative and ii is an imperative pan of Orange County’s Master Plan of Arterial Highways and the
Southern California Association of Government’s Regional Transportation Plan.

Several alignments have been studied and we support an alignment that goes around our South County
comniunities in order to protect the economic vitality of the region and connects to the 1-5 within
federally owned land Camp Pendleton. The United States Marine Corps requires that the alignment be
as far to the north as possible so as not to interfere with military training. This area is leased by the
California State Parks and Recreation Department to be used as San Onofre State Beach Park The
Leasehold specifically reserves the Maruie Corps’ right to grant tights of way for roads and infrastructure.
Congress further authorized the seeretaxy of the Navy to grant an easement to the Transportation Comdor
Agences (ICA) for Foothill-South The alignment through the leasehold aoids the 161 campsites at inc
San Matea Campground and other sensitive native habitats in the area

Orange County’s toll road system was planned, financed, built and continues to be operated by TCA, two
joint powers authorities consisting of fifteen cities and the County of Orange. TCA offers daily traffic
relief for Orange County commuters and businesses by taking 300 000 anps a day off of Orange County s
congested freeways and city streets. The final sixteen miles of the system have been through extensive
analysis involving the Ern’ironmental Protection Agency, US. Fish and Wildlife Service, Army Corps of
Engineers, the Federal Highway Administration, and Caltrans. Foothill-South will complete State Route
241 — a state highway - and construction of the toll road will utilize no state finds.

In light of your recent announcements about the importance of infrastructure for the economic future of
California, we hope that you Will look to TCA and the Foothill-South project as an example of your
viSiOTL



[mporlant decisions are about to be made regarding the future of this desperately needed transportation
project. We urge you to support the Foothill-South project, which we feel is crucial to Orange County’s
quality of life and economic future.

Sincerely,

Dick Ackerman, Senator, 3 SD

Bil!Moirow,Scna r,38 S

Bob Huff. Assemblyman, 6O AD

Van Tran, Assemblyman, 68Ih AD

ck Devore, Assemblyman, 7O’ AD

Ter,
A*,7

1 AD -

Mimi Walters, Assemblywoman, 73 AD



OMEMORIA1CARE
SADDLEBACK MEMORIAL MEDICAL CENTER

January 9, 2006

Chairman Ken Ryan
Foothill/Eastern Transportation Corridor Agency
125 Pacifica, Suite 100
Irvine, CA 92618

Dear Mr. Ryan:

As a resident and business leader in South Orange County for the last 25 years, I have
watched changes in this area’s population and demographics with more than casual
interest. As the CEO of Saddleback Memorial Medical Center, with campuses in Laguna
Hills and San Clemente, I have spent a great deal of time over the last several decades
Irving to keep pace with the changing healthcare needs of a growing and maturing
population. In addition, we are responsible for attracting a workforce consisting of over
2,800 employees, plus thousands of physicians, medical office and support staff.

South Orange County has provided a very high quality of life that has been a key to
attracting talented physicians, nurses and other healthcare providers. In return, the
healthcare services available to the residents of South County are exceptional. It is
essential that these synergies continue. I believe that transportation issues continue to be
among our many challenges As the community continues to evolve, traffic congestion
becomes a factor in accessing our facilities for patients and staff members alike. The
healthcare industry is facing serious staffing shortages in many areas such as nursing and
other clinical jobs that can’t be solved by telecommuting or oulsourcing. These shortages
are expected to get worse in the years ahead and we need to do everything in our power
to attract these valuable resources. Commute times are a factor.

To the extent that the final phase of the Foothill-South corridor redirects South County
traffic patterns and improves drive times, as described in the Final E1R Report, I believe
this will improve access to hospitals and other healthcare facilities. This improvement
will be realized by hospital staff, physicians, emergency vehicles and patients alike.

Sincerely,

b;:\_
Stephen B Geidt
Chief Executive Officer

THE STAN E)ARF) OF EXCELLENCE IN HEALTH CARE
244. I I Ieth ( critur C ,ajn I IiiIs. (A ‘i.f-53 • Phone: q4837-45OO • www.nicm riakre jL
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GEI<ALD R GIBBS

T!1OTHY I GIBBS

DAVIE)L, GIBBS

January 10. 2006

TCA Foothill - Eastern
c/u Jeff Bott
Board of Directors
125 Pacifica, Suite 100
Irvme, GA 92618-3304

F)ear Board Members:

I know that your board will be inundated by negative persons at your hearing on January 12,

2006. I am sure you understand that there are thousands of us who understand the toll road

extension is necessary and will help the environment.

It would appear that after the settlement in Rancho Mission Viejo, that the only thing in

controversy is the leased land for a state park and the alleged injury to several hundred surfing

enthusiasts. Certainly, there are a number of state parks in the Sate which have freeways next to

them, In fact, two of those are in San Clernente and North San Diego County. In addition, the park

under discussion is a lease hold land which may not be extended for several years. Regarding the

>uders at the Trestles, one only needs to look at the environmental impact report to determine that

this is an emotional, not factual issue.

Please vote for the green alignment and let’s get the toll road extension built before there is

any further delay. I apologize for not being at your meeting, but I am aware on business.

Very truly yours,

THE GIBBS LAW FIRM

GERALD K GIBBS

RECIEIVED

JAN 1 1 2006
3RANSPORTAJJQ,1

•

CORRIDO

(949) 492 335O FAx (949) 492-• 3697 EMAir: mail€.Fgihbsi.aw,com gibhsiawcom

F II I P u St F 20 , \ (t . C A 922 396



Fred C. Helms
6 Saratoga

Dove Canyon, (‘4 92679

January 11, 2006

The Honorable Ken Ryan, Chair
Foothill/Eastern TCA Board of Directors
125 Pacifica
Irvine, CA 92618

Dear Mr. Ryan:

As President of the Rancho Santa Margarita Chamber of Commerce and as a resident of Dove Canyon, I
am writing to urge your support for the Foothill-South project, which is the completion of Orange County’s
67-mile public toll road system.

I would like to express my support for the infrastructure project that will benefit all of our cities, the County,
and the Southern California region as a whole. Not only is Foothill-South project the product of extensive
traffic, land use, and environmental studies, but it is a critical component of Orange County’s Master Plan
of Arterial Highways and the Southern California Association of Government’s Regional Transportation
Plan

I am pleased to see that the Foothill/Eastern Transportation Corridor Agency has announced that the
federal resource agencies have selected the “Green Alignment” as the Least Environmentally Damaging
Practicable Alternative I support the alignment because it goes around our South County communities in
order to protect the economic vitality of the region. improve mobility, arid that construction will utilize Qstate funds.

I urge you to support the Foothill-South project, which I feel is crucial to Orange County’s quality of life
and economic future

Sincerely,

Fred C. Helms
President
Rancho Santa Margarita Chamber of Commerce



F?AFI NflEKZJVIEJO

January 11,2006

Honorable Board of Directors
Foothill/Eastern Transportation Corridor Agency (TCA)
125 Pacifica
Irvine, California 92618

RE: Certification of Final SEIR and Selection of Preferred Alternative for FTC-South

Honorable Members of the Board:

We at Rancho Mission Viejo (RMV) appreciate the opportunity to provide input and
commentary at this point in the processing and evaluation of the Foothill Transportation Corridor
South (FTC-South). As the owners of the 23,000 acre Rancho Mission Viejo, we take very
seriously our responsibility to carefully manage the Ranch, and given the fact that the majority of
the construction of the FTC-South will take place on the Ranch, we have a compelling interest in
the manner by which this facility is proposed to be constructed, as well in the determination of its
final alignment.

We feel it is important to restate at the outset of our comments that RMV firmly supports the
extension of the FTC-South. The completion of this important regional facility will provide a
key component of the future regional transportation system. As noted in the TCA’s staff report
dated January 12, 2006 (page 3), both the SCAG and SANDAG regional transportation plans and
regional transportation programs identify the FTC-South as a critical component of the regional
transportation system in Southern California. Specific benefits of the construction of the FTC-
South, as detailed in the “Draft Findings” set forth in Attachment A to the TCA staff report
(pages 103-109), include alleviating 1-5 and arterial peak hour congestion, and providing point
travel time savings. In summary, the completion of the FTC-South will provide very real
benefits to citizens of Orange County, as well as the region, and we wholeheartedly support the
careful and expeditious construction of the extension.

Based on experience gained from our own decades-long planning efforts in South Orange
County, we also appreciate the complexities and tradeoffs that complicate regional transportation
planning in the area. Not the least of these are the competing goals and objectives of the various
interested parties with regard to providing for both projected population growth and desired

I-iR:4454 2
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Honorable Board of Directors
January 11, 2006

Page 2

resource conservation. It is, in fact, the consideration of these very issues that has lead to
substantial delays in completing the FTC-South.

Given the impacts that will occur on Rancho Mission Viejo, we have been working on an
ongoing basis with the TCA staff to define and understand the various impacts and issues
surrounding the construction of the FTC-South on the Ranch. We intend to continue working
with the TCA and its staff in the same spirit of cooperation that has marked our past dealings.
Without a doubt, there are a myriad of details that will need to be coordinated, and issues to be
resolved, relative to the interface of the toll road and our development plans. Additionally, we
will need to continue to discuss the relationship of the proposed alignment to our ranching
operations.

We have now had a chance to review the TCA’s Draft Findings concerning its selection of a
Preferred Alternative and wanted to make sure that your approval documents accurately reflect
the facts in support of your actions, Please consider the following comments in this regard.
First and foremost, we believe that the Draft Findings generally underestimate the potential
impact of the FTC-South on the Ranch Plan development areas. The Draft Findings seem to
focus primarily on impacts to existing Ranch agricultural uses, including grazing, and impacts to
lands designated for open space conservation under the approved 2004 Ranch Plan entitlements
and the 2005 Settlement Agreement.’

As described in the Draft Findings (page 110), the TCA has attempted to include as much of the
Preferred Alternative alignment within the Ranch Plan development areas as is feasible, in order
to minimize impacts on open space and habitat areas. Given the value of these open space lands
to the overall Ranch Plan and their importance to the ongoing NCCP/MSAA!HCP and SAMP
efforts, we understand the TCA’s intentions. Nevertheless, the Draft Findings should describe
more clearly how the FTC-South will affect the areas approved for Ranch Plan development, and
the impact on Ranch Plan implementation.

A conceptual alignment for the FTC-South has been shown on the Master Plan of Arterial
Highways (MPA}{) since 1981. Because of the delays resulting from the continuing
deliberations regarding alternative FTC-South alignments, and because of RMV’s commitments
to advancing the NCCP and SAMP planning programs in the meantime, RMV determined in

In the way of clarification, it should be noted that all of the Williamson Act contracts pertaining to agricultural
preserves on the Ranch have been noticed for non-renewal. Furthermore, none of the Williamson Act contracts are
scheduled for cancellation proceedings that would terminate them prior to expiration of their stated terms. The
statement regarding on these issues at page 15 of the Draft Findings is misleading.

I4RJ4l45642



Honorable Board of Directors
January 11.2006

Page 3

2001 to move forward with its land development and conservation plans for the Ranch. This
effort culminated in the County’s approval of a General Plan Amendment and Zone Change
(GPAJZC) for the “Ranch Plan” in November of 2004. RMV’s land planning efforts necessarily
relied on the previously adopted (Le., CP) alignment.

While the Draft Findings present several reasons in support of the shift in alignment from the CP
to the Preferred Alternative, the change will require significant modifications to our land
planning efforts. TCA’s placement of the alignment for the Preferred Alternative within Ranch
Plan development areas “wherever feasible” also increases the amount of expected development
land take.

impacts of the Preferred Alternative on Ranch Plan development areas are of even greater
concern given that the total amount of development area which was approved by the County in
2004 has been significantly reduced by virtue of the Settlement Agreement, which increased the
acreage to be devoted to open space. Thus, the value of each remaining development acre to
RMV, and to the future homebuyers and businesses in Orange County, has significantly
increased.

Expected impacts on designated development areas are not limited to the direct effects of land
take. The potential impacts on the Ranch Plan development areas as a result of visual, noise, air
quality and other effects of the toll road must also be more carefully considered and mitigated.
Such impacts have the potential for affecting existing and approved Ranch Plan land uses both
along, and beyond, the boundaries of the toll road corridor.

The importance of these issues is heightened in that the residential and non-residential densities
will be greater, because development acres have been reduced while the number of proposed
homes and business square footage have remained unchanged. Thus, for example, due to the
increases in density, noise impacts will be that much more of a concern. The design treatment
and mitigation of the toll road adjacent to development will therefore need to be determined.
For all of these reasons, we respectfiully request that the potential impacts of the Preferred
Alterative on Ranch Plan development areas and land uses, including appropriate mitigation
measures, be more clearly and accurately addressed in the final Findings and other approval
documents,

Finally, the desire of the TCA to minimize impacts on open space lands that would become part
of a habitat reserve under the proposed NCCP/MSAA/HCP is ackiowledged and appreciated. In
this regard, we note the references in the Draft Findings (pages 238 and 239) to the extensive
mitigation measures included in the Preferred Alternative so as to protect significant resources
and to ensure no net loss of habitat value from the present. We also note references in the Draft
Findings (page 112, etc.) to the Upper Chiquita Conservation Area and to mitigation
opportunities pertaining to that area, which are intended to be compatible with the proposed



Honorable Board of Directors
January II, 2006

Page 4

NCCPINSAAHCP. Upon approval of the NCCP/MSAAHCP, we look forward to the
inclusion of the Upper Chiquita Conservation Area as part of the habitat reserve in accordance
with the terms of the applicable conservation easements.2We appreciate your consideration of
these comments and look forward to working with you on these important matters.

Sincerely,

RANCHO MISSION VIEJO

:dBroming
Senior Vice President
Planning & Entitlement

We also note various references in the Draft Findings (see, for example, pages 49 and 50, to the TCA’s
cooperanon in the development of a NCCP and SAMP, Although the TCA has not had an active role in the
development of these plans to date, we do anticipate the cooperation of the TCA is enrolling the Upper Chiquita
Conservation Area as part of the proposed habitat reserve upon approval of the NCCP/MSAA/IICP,

iR 41 4542



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

---/ NAONA MAPiNE FSHEPES SERVCE

Southwest Regori
501 West Ocean Boulevard. Suite 4200
Long Beach, California 90802- 4213

JAN 12 2006
In response refer to
si422S\R2OO4PRl3g84 SCG

Transportation Corndor Agencies (TCA)
Ms. Macic CiearyMilan, Deputy Director
Environmental Planning
125 Pacifica
Irvine, California 92618-3304

Dear Ms. Cleary-Milan

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has reviewed the Final Environmental Impact
StatementJSubsequent Environmental Impact Report (ETS/SEIR) for the South Orange County
Transportation Infrastructure Improvement Project (SOCTIIP). NMFS had concerns that the
draft EIS/SEIR for the SOCTJIP did not accurately characterize the status of the Federally listed
endangered Southern California steelhead or adequately assess project impacts on steelhead and
its habitat. We sent a letter to the Transportation Corridor Agencies on August 6, 2004, stating
those concerns and providing comments on the draft EIS/SEIR.

Based on our review, the final EIS/SEIR does address NMFS’ concerns and comments from our
previous letter. NMFS would like to clarify that critical habitat for the Southern California
steelhead Evolutionarily Significant Unit was designated on September 2, 2005 and became
elfective on January 2. 2006 (70 FR 52488). As described in the final critical habitat rule, habitat
in the lower section of San Mateo Creek where the SOCTIIP plans construction of bridges that
jon with Interstate Highway 5 is now designated as critical habitat for steelhead. In addition,
NMFS recently published a final listing determination for the Southern California steelhead
Dsttnct Population Segment on January 5, 2006 (71 FR 834) following a reassessment of its
status and population status under the Endangered Species Act. NMFS is presently engaged in
section 7 consultation with the Federal Highway Administration for the SOCTIIP and is awaiting
more information in order to proceed with the consultation.

(KWA



Please call Stan Glowacki at (562) 980-4061 if you have any questions concerning this letter, or
if you require additional information.

Sincerely,

Rodney R. Melnnis
Regional Administrator

c: Mary Larson, CDFG
Jill Terp, USFWS
Ken Corey, USFWS
Jae Chung, Corps



OCTA

January 12 2006

Mr. Wililam Woollett
Interim Chief Executive Officer
Transportation Corridor Agencies
125 Pacifica, Suite 100
Irvine, CA 92618-3304

Dear Mr Woollett

The Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA) has supported the implementation ofthe Transportation Corridor Agencies’ (TCAs) projects since the inception of theorganization in the late 1980s, The new transportation capacity provided by theFoothill/Eastern Toll Roads (State Route 241, State Route 261, State Route 133) and theSan Joaqun Hills Toll Road (State Route 133) has helped balance Orange County’stransportation system and kept much of Orange County moving during a period ofdeclining state and federal transportation funding.

The last major piece of the TCAs system includes the proposed southern extension of theSR-241 Toll Road to the San Diego Freeway (Interstate 5), This project has been thesubject of major planning efforts for more than 20 years. As your organization considers aLocally Preferred Alternative, OCTA is writing to express support for the transportationcapacity provided by the SR-241 extensionJhe-pcoject4s-neGessaryfor-l-5 traffic relief aswell as providing new transportation routes for southern Orange County.

OCTA understands that any of the alignments under consideration will have communyand environmental impacts that your organization will continue to address as the projectdevelopment process proceeds. However, sustaining Orange County’s continuedtransportation demand necessitates that you and the involved agencies find ways to meetthese challenges.

OCTA Icoks forward to working wth you on issues of mutual interest to our agencies andOrange County P!ease call me at 714 560-5431, if you have any questions orcornments

Executive Director
Pnnng Deveopme-t and Commuter Serdices
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BAY AREA
LOS ANGELES
ORANGE COUNTY

CAL1FOR1A tOMENS LEADERSHIP ASSOCIATION
Sjler C erm,. 1di. J.al Fredum Respvnibility aird Anuntarlity

SACRAMENTO
SAN DIEGO

STATEWIDE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Julie Vandermost
P’esidont

Janice Ploeger Glaab
PAC Chair

Donna Vamer
Secretary

,Joni Stenquist
Treasurer

Jan Johnson
Communications Director

Judy Biviano Lloyd
Bay Area Chapter President

Heather Peters
L A Chapter President

SUsie Caskey
Orange County Chapter President

Diann Rogers
Sacramento Chapter President

Mindy Fletche
San Diego Chapter President

Jennifer Cowen-Fitzgerald
Executive Drrector

January 12, 2006

The Foothill/Eastern Transportation Corridor Agency
125 Pacifica, Suite 100
Irvine, California 92618

Dear Chairman Ryan and Board Members,

California Women’s Leadership Association is in support of the Foothill
South extension and urges you to certify the fmal EIR and the preferred
alignment CWLA, founded 11 years ago in Orange County, is an
organization of over 500 women throughout California is committed to
bringing together influential women to effect meaningful change in our
communities and our government through education and advocacy. We
strive to identify and provide opportunities for women’s political
involvement in their government and their community to enhance their
quality of life.

We urge you to certify the final EIR and the preferred alignment because
Foothill South is the final segment of Orange County’s planned 67mile toll
road system. This extension has gone through a rigorous and long, regional
planning process that began in 1981. During that time, an unprecedented
collaboration among agencies studied this issue. We are confident that their
conclusions, represented in today’s FIR and preferred alternative, provide
the least impactflil solution to Orange County’s critical transportation crisis
on interstate 5 in South Orange County.

CWLA and all Californian need leaders in transportation who lead with the
purpose of solving our most pressing infrastructure need with fiscal
conservatism and pragmatism. You have the opportunity today to be those
kinds of leaders. Thank you for consideration of this most important matter,

Sincerely,

JENFER COWENFGERALD
Exetive Director

444 N. HARBOR BOULEVARD, SUITE 200 FULLERTON, CA 92832 . (714) 441-0200
WWW.CWLA.US



Honorable Chairman Ryan and Members of the Board:

SoCal Chapter
UOIE T41 I
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The National Association of Industrial and Office Properties. Southern California Chaptersupports the Foothill-South to help complete the Orange County’s toll road system and thepreferred alignment identified in the Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SEIR). This finalconstruction phase of the toll road will facilitate the movement of people, goods and servicesthroughout the region and. in particular. the fast growing southern county area.
NAIOP So Cal’s o’.er 800 members own and manage over 1.8 billion square feet of commercialand industrial buildings housing over 5.4 million workers in Orange and Los Angeles Counties.These workers utilize the region’s transportation system for more than going to and from workThe use the roads, freeways and toll roads to deliver the goods manufactured and stored in theirfacilities and delivered to the ports of Long Beach and Los Angles to the rest of the nation. Thecompletion of’ the Foothill South Toll Road is an integral and important part of the region’soverall transportation system.

Orange County, as one of the highest job-generating counties in the state located between LosAngeles and San Diego Counties, has tremendous regional transportation responsibilities to meetthe needs of its residents, workers, business travel and the movement of goods within and beyondits borders. The region’s transportation s’.stem has not kept up with the growth and demands ofthe region. l’he completion of the Foothill-South toll road will provide an important alternateroute to 1-5 in South Orange County and is an important and critical part of this transportationcorridor and regional system.

NAIOP members are the companies moving goods from the ports of Long Beach and LosAngeles to the rest of the nation. The projections for increased international and domestic tradevolumes continue to increase the truck traffic moving these goods along the major transportationcorridors. The importance of the Foothill-South toll road cannot be understated. It is also animportant link to commercial, as well as residental, access to Los Angeles International andOntario Airports

NAIOP SoCa! recoenizes the en’. ironmental challer.ges associated with the construction of major
. transportaton systems and supports the TCA doing e’.erything possible to mitigate negativeimpacts. lloever. sustaining the economic vitality of the region and quality of life for OrangeCounty workers and residents supports the need to address and overcome the en ironmental.XA RU
. challenees. We urge the adoption of the Subsequent En’.ironmental Impact Report andL&% EA .A

me’. ement toward the ‘imel’ completion of the Foothil South Toll Road.RATEF’ W4
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Chairman Ken R\an
Members of the Foothill ‘Eastern 1 ransportation Corridor Agency
125 Pac:fica, Suite 120
Irine, California 92618

‘‘a RE: Foothill South Extension
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January l2,2005Lc.7

a ERIE 4 4(,TI’4F44

A,,’, 4”

‘1t.’,.4”,

WFFI,4FO’t 4

LX’ SAIOOIA.’ .

RRA{F C RtARl.

4EC &OFRAIRARA

9144! 441404

IA4[S BRI14% 4,’,.. ,r.

44444 CAMP. .‘,

tR’a

1P41.4’FPIFF ,,,,.,,

“444144 C’a’FF 14’ ,..

scor’ ,A48

Dm44 ((.44 “. .

tIM ANYOF’ 441414 ‘0.

QI .4%.

F’ 491’

41*40.114 AW’4,

‘,4Rl.1 4”

44440! “44.4% 41’

a a

DOlE ‘a’O 1.

F’ 444144, STRAD!449

441411 %44’F4

AR’ E ‘0! 41

410144 ,4I1’ 4’

I // _/i

Robert Bkjnvan
Legislative Affair’. Committee Member

‘( /(L

Vickie Talle’.
Director of Legislative Affairs



STATEMENT AT TCA PUBLIC HEARING

Foothill South
1/12/06

by
William 0. Steiner

Members of the Agency Board, my name is Bill Steiner and I am here

representing the Orange Chamber of Commerce and its 800 member

businesses.

I would ask that you please enter into the record a resolution by the Chamber

in support of the extension of the 241 toll road.

The controversy over this decision is similar to what we experienced in our

own community several years ago when decisions were made to locate the

241 and the 261 toll roads in the Orange sphere of influence.

We were also concerned about the impact on native habitat, on wildlife

movement, on our residential neighborhoods, on Irvine Park and on traffic

circulation and congestion at the Chapman interchange.

In Orange we knew we couldn’t really stop progress based on our narrow

parochial interests.

We ksiew that the toll roads represented a regional approach to

transportation.

We knew that the toll road was our best opportunity to relieve chronic

congestion on the 1-55 Freeway that goes through our community, as well as

Imperial Highway, Cannon and Serrano Road.

So what resulted was compromise.

Frankly, most decisions that can polarize people require compromise.

The preferred alignment of Foothill South represents a compromise.



Our experience in Orange was that the TCA was an agency that was
responsive to our concerns.

it spent millions of dollars on mitigation measures to minimize impacts.

It worked collaboratively with the federal regulatory and resource agencies.

It preserved open space.

It conducted endless outreach efforts and public hearings as its plans were
adjusted as a result of this input.

And it secured the financing to actually build the road.

So, in closing let me say that the TCA did its part and kept its promises in
Orange. And I believe it is doing the same in South County.

Ladies and Gentlemen I hope that you will move ahead to complete the
network of toll roads for the benefit of all of our citizens.
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Comments on Proposed Certification of Final Subsequent Environmental impact
Report and Selection of Locally Preferred Alternative for Southern Extension of

State Route 241
by

William J. Kelley, Ill
ViceChair, Governmental Affairs

Irvine Chamber of Commerce
at the Foothill/Eastern TCA Board of Directors Meeting

January 12, 2006
Mission Viejo, California

10 the Honorable Directors:

name is William Kellev, and in addition to being a resident of south Orange County
and an attorney in private practice in Irvine, I am the ViceChair of Governmental Affairs
For the Irvine Chamber olCommerce. I present my comments today on behalf of the
lr Inc Chamber of Commerce.

To begin with, I would like to state that the Irvine Chamber of Commerce fully and
unreservedl supports completion of the 241 Toll Road. and to thai end, strongly urges
this Board to adopt today the two proposed resolutions to certify the Environmental
Impact Report and select the staffrecommended preferred alternative connecting the 241
with Interstate 5. 1.et me briefly offer for your consideration three points from the
particular perspective of the Irvine Chamber.

First, the Irvine Chamber is one of the largest chambers of commerce in southern
California, ith nearly a thousand members representing approximately 60,000
employees. And it makes sense that our chamber is so large, because Irvine is one of the
most Iobrich cities in the nation. Irvine businesses provide close to 200.000 jobs. And
most of these jobs are held by people who live elsewhere, including many who live in
South County. People hae to be able to get to and from work easily. Goods must he



moved efficiently. Accordingly. a well-functioning, high-capacity transportation network
is Le to a thriving economy in lr me and indeed all of Orange County, For these

reasons. the irvine Chamber was an early supporter of the existing Toll Roads, which
bring commuters and goods to and from Irvine. For the county’s transportation network

to keep pace ith increasing population and to allow continued job growth. the Toll Road
sYstem must now be completed. and that means linking the 241 to the 15.

Second. the Irvine Chamber has an unusually diverse mix of businesses as our members.

Reflecting the fact that the City of Irvine is headquarters to many large corporations,
Irvine Chamber members include companies that are world leaders in such industries as
automotive, computer and medical technologies, as well as businesses more typical of

traditional chambers of commerce. namely, medium and small-sized enterprises.

including hundreds of sole proprietorships and family-owned businesses. Our

determination is that completion of the 241 Toll Road will benefit all ranges of our

members-—small, medium and large businesses, Left uncompleted, the worsening traffic

congestion will cause all our businesses to suffer, and the result will be loss ofjobs.

\1 third and final point is that the Irvine Chamber of Commerce views partnerships

between public and private entities as the most cost-effective and timely means of

building the state’s infrastructure. The Orange County Toll Roads are a great example of
what can be accomplished when the public and private sectors work together with

foresight, vision and creativity. The Foothill South alternative recommended by the

Board’s staff has all the hallmarks of careful planning with due consideration to cost,
safety and environmental factors, and will be a fitting complement to the current system.

And soon behalf of the Irvine Chamber of Commerce, I ask that this Board approve the
!\ 1) resolutions presented toda and continue to work to complete this vital link in our
region’s transportation network. Thank you very much for your consideration.
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RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF COMPLETION OF FOOTHILL SOUTH TOLL ROAD

WHEREAS, The Irvine business community and residents consistently recognize traffic and congestion as a

leading issue; and

WHEREAS, The Transportation Corridor Agencies has successfully planned, financed, constructed and

operated 51 miles of Toll Roads in Orange County; and

WHEREAS, For the past 15 years, the publicly-managed and privately-financed Toll Roads have improved and

stimulated business activity in Orange County by relieving freeway congestion thereby saving Toll Road
commuters an average of 21 minutes per trip; and

WHEREAS, The Transportation Corridor Agencies makes environmental sensitivity their top priority in both the

construction and maintenance of the Toll Roads; and

WHEREAS, The Transportation Corridor Agencies preserved more than 2,000 acres of native habitat
including: a 50-acre wetland, a 214-acre site of preserved and restored costal sage scrub, a 21-acre wetland

along Bonita Creek and a 1,182-acre conservation area near Coto De Caza to assure a safe environment for

deer, coyote, and many bird species including the California gnatcatcher; and

WHEREAS, The Toll Roads improve the quality of life in Orange County by reducing traffic congestion, thereby

eliminating an estimated 8.2 million pounds of vehicle emission air pollution annually; and

WHEREAS, Using a conservative estimated of $12.00 per hour, the Toll Roads save commuters a combined

$3459 million in business productivity annually; and

WHEREAS, The Toll Roads alleviate as much as 25% of the traffic congestion on the Orange County freeways

and without the Toll Roads vehicle hours of delay on county freeways and arterial roads would increase by an

additional 115,300 hours each weekday;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED BY THE IRVINE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE BOARD OF
DIRECTORS, that they take great pride in commending the Transportation Corridor Agencies for their role in

alleviating the traffic congestion in Orange County; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, the Irvine Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors endorses the
Transportation Corridor Agencies’ efforts to complete the Toll Roads by connecting the planned link between
the 241 Foothill South and the Interstate 5 freeway south of San Clemente,

_________

—__________

Paul I-fernandez Jacquie Ellis
Chair of Board President / CEO

ber252005 er252005
Date Date

• • • •
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The Honorable Ken Ryan
C ia:rman
Foothill - Eastern Tran sporlat ion Corndor Agency

1 25 Pacifica. Suite I 2()
lr inc. California 92618

Dear Chairman Ryan.

1 am writing to inform you of my support for the Foothill-South project currently being planned

by the Transportation Corridor AgencY (TCA). Once finished, this completion of the 241 Toll

Road will significantly alleviate and curb the high volume of vehicles that currently utilize

I nteistate 5

Recent traffic projections indicate that Interstate 5 will soon emulate what is currently being seen

on the 91 Freeway, which was recently placed on the list of the most congested freeways in the

nation. Without sonic remediation. mobility in South Orange County will come to a standstill.

The completion of the 241 Toll Road is an effective and environmentally responsible answer to

South County’s impending transportation woes.

As former member of the Foothill-Eastern Transportation Corridor Agency, I ant pleased to

1ort a vital transportation project that has been on the Master Plan of Arterial Highways for

i\eI)t\ \ears. The aporoval ol’the Final Environmental Impact Report by the TCA Board of

Directors il1 mark the beginning of a critical transportation system in South County.

I eacourage the entire TCA Board of Directors to approve the Final Foothill-South EIR to ensure

the construction of this important infrastructure project.

Asscmblvmernber. 71° District

TSha

on Recyoed Paper
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ORANGE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF FOOTHILL SOUTH

WHEREAS, The Orange County business community and residents consistently recognize
traffic and congestion as a leading issue; and

WHEREAS, The Transportation Corridor Agencies has successfully planned, financed,
constructed and operated 51 miles of Toll Roads in Orange County; and

WHEREAS, For the past 15 years. the publicly-managed and privately-financed Toll Roads
have improved and stimulated business activity in Orange County by relieving freeway
congestion thereby saving Toll Road commuters an average of2l minutes per trip; and

WHEREAS, The Transportation Corridor Agencies makes environmental sensitivity their top
priority in both the construction and maintenance of the Toll Roads; and

WHEREAS, The Transportation Corridor Agencies preserved more than 2,000 acres of native
habitat including: a 50-acre wetland, a 214-acre site of preserved and restored costal sage scrub,
a 21-acre wetland along Bonita Creek and a 1 .1 82-acre conservation area near Cob De Caza to
assure a safe environment for deer, coyote, and many bird species including the California
gnatcatcher; and

WHEREAS, The Toll Roads improve the quality of life in Orange County by reducing traffic
congestion, thereby eliminating an estimated 8.2 million pounds of vehicle emission air pollution
annually; and

WHEREAS, Using a conservative estimate of $12.00 per hour, the Toll Roads save
commuters a combined $345.9 million in business productivity annually; and

WHEREAS, The Toll Roads alleviate as much as 25% of the traffic congestion on the Orange
County freeways and without the Toll Roads, vehicle hours of delay on county freeways and
arterial roads would increase by an additional 115,300 hours each weekday;

CtMBEF COMMERCE



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED BY THE ORANGE CHAMBER

OF COMMERCE, that they take great pride in commending the Transportation Corridor

Agencies for their role in alleviating the traffic congestion in Orange County; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOL VED THAT, the Orange Chamber of Commerce endorses the

Transportation Corridor Agencies’ efforts to complete the Toll Roads by connecting the planned

link bçtween the 24! Foothill Soith and the Interstate 5 freeway south of San Clemente.

—

__________________

Barbara deBoom.
Chief Executive Officer Chairman of the Board

Date: ‘
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Foothi I 1/Eastern Transportation Corridor Agency
Chairman of the Board

Re: 241 Toll Road extension

Dear Mr. Chairman:

My name is Kirk Lapple. I have served two terms as Chairman of the Board of the
Dana Point Chamber of Commerce (2000 & 2004). I have lived in Dana Point for
twelve plus years, and I have practiced law for over fifteen years. I have been
asked by the Dana Point Chamber of Commerce to address the Board regarding
the Toll Road extension, Although I was present at the January 12th meeting and
prepared to address the Board, I was unable to stay into the afternoon due to my
schedule. I understand that the Board will be reconvening on the 19th, I request
that this letter be distributed to each Board Member.

Last year, the Dana Point Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors unanimously
voted to support the Toll Road extension. They have authorized me on behalf of
the Chamber’s 500 plus members to ask you eertiVy the EIR and adopt the green
alignment as it is the most environmentally sensitive.

On a personal note, my commute to and from my office in the Northwest part of
the County is 76 miles a day. It takes me an hour each way. I drive the 5, the 405
and the 73 daily. If it were not for the 73 Toll Road my commute would be one-
half to an hour longer. My car would be running that much longer, and that
would not be environmentally friendly. Traffic on the 5 is bad now, and it is
certain to get worse. Accordingly, we also ask that the Board move the project
along.

We look forward to the 241 extension.

Thank you.

Kirk Lapple, Esq,
Dana Point Chamber of Commerce

Chairman of the Board (2000 & 2004)
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EX!CLTWt COMMITt

February 10, 2006

0

M,mafl pni.ps w’ The Honorable Arnold Schwarzenegger
Governor, State of CaliforniaCRAJPJ4AN n.ET

State Capitol
.Senior Vice esi,

sm Sacramento, CA 92614
The Bottng Co

Re: Support State Route 241 CompletionP,r
AotlunaiManqv mørng

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:
PDE CO & SECRETARY

.oceo,o On behalf of the Orange County Business Council (OCBC), we respectfully request that you
?J1*,,I & CFl•)

support the efforts of the Foothill/Eastern Transportation Corridor Agency (TCA) in
riiaa completing State Route 241. The completion of SR 241 will provide Orange and San Diego
RodHin1 Counties with a desperately needed transportation link that will allow our region to increase itsPrjjáns & COorecoosnpTt,r mobility, economic competitiveness, and therefore our quality of life.

Cd

VICE OWE. ADVOCACY Last month in your State of the State address, you provided the residents of our county withRona’d R
vcwu, new hope. California would once again begin to take a leadership role in making sure that we

and Gwnt are no longer be held hostage by a few advocates that subscribe to a “build it and they will
bH.UbS1i come” philosophy. You accurately pointed out in your address that “our systems are at the

VICE oui ven breaking point now.., and we need more roads.”
Sernor i &ts,dani ofPublic

4 You said, “Build it”, and we agree.The Thsnryfmdhoor

VICE OWE,
iIT1TVRE Appropriate environmental safeguards have been put in place and storm water clean-up basins
RThmu have been included. The well-planned completion of SR 241 will be paid locally by the toll

South l4rrna DUWcI road users and not by the State. Our regions toll road users have made the choice to pay forPS.rrn*
transportation enhancements as a way to enhance their quality of life, arid their choice should

VICE OWE, MEASURE M be applauded and supported.
SenIor Vice &At.

EnftlIr,nenj and clOhAr,
Ike l,oIre Can,ieny Governor, please do not allow a small group of no-growth advocates to derail the economic

vitality of our region. We request your strong leadership and support for the completion of SR
OHO14IY5AS’IOiI 241. Again we say, “Build it!P4khdo C O1.eory
15cr PVeslXL Rqilo*E

i ere
VIcE OWL RETEARO8

LnAo Mo,E,
EAaa,lwe Vice PiesWán S

G.n’alAanqr
estPloie ieth

Presid’ent and CEO Vice President51CC OWE. W<*UO

Government & Community AffairsV5i,so U. eobl
Couov Sofoio,1 !(

Lthuø,V

cc. Secretary Sunne McPeak, Business Transportation and Housing
Secretary Mike Chrisman, Resources AgencyL Bue

nounq” Foothill/Eastern Transportation Corridor Agencyf,,stAIcan 7VIw

SHAPING ORANGE COUNTY’S ECONOMIC FUTURE
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The Honorable Arnold Sdiwumeaegcr
Ctovz. Statc ofCaIihni
StC.p1tl
Saaxnito, CA 95814

L)ear Govenior Schwa eucr:

We u writing to urge you to oppvee the Poo1l-South Toll Ro*d Qran Cawuy d to ad

a poliricaflyaod an ft*aThb aloadve to alleviate affic inoMeina in Southein Cali*inda.

Th bedcwasd400kin* and toll TD KtØ I P1!%COttEOth princaples aiid

seriously covipumisca several basic policy peiatxra oftheCalifi*uia Sei*ri.

Sata Pzuei4ntpro The Don Pasto rtcaidy anncnoccd policy urcs that the Stiate will

require to gpove a anal bond mewirc. There include (Q wttranipciWicn goats ibm iceocot

ftn Louplanding aib& a4utitiei and ate not thie.steçped by kiaal bseuorats and (U) protection

ofa quality eiid natural resources. The piopo.ed l1 mad di.zacdy eqnhavonas tbeee

policies as It would afluw i locally.eatreisched bweasacy, the toll uied egsncy1to build a

poorly plamied toll road riitiough the leart of the au Onoflu Slate Pwk.

•I rrope.ed toll road Is a l9801.4t)de aiff.c .coa. The smut wtl abesnafive to buiMiz

a mewt corridor Is to iuipowo cm esiahg infli ruCthuu including lrituate-5 and

aursonading aztoril rocees not to bIsect a sepask with rndtlple lesea ofootlcret, The
prq,oaed Toll Road is exactly the typefpxo]ect that fads global warming by peipetathig

urban sprawl, desoying nanual Yegetal14x, 4 padng over opca acc. 3t is impererlve that

Cdlftr1 ImpIac: cue? growth pdnaplgs that limit reechnsc pies and promote htMl

devalopuet? tither than sprawL to maximihe the w,il’ use md value of ow krIaceablc

public lands.

Moreover. San Onafro SBeech pzo’4dea tnaI&ua value ‘to our stale end national

eurmondea. It is of C.hfurniaPa moat vialed perks and arIc in of2.5 million

annual visitors. The toll road baa a niacms ..llgranesr foat worM pot a niueive awaili of

pnvcsot, aver four nules in Length. dght tou the heest ofthie stpet. The financial

bfta that rerilt from ovidiug sporting. IhIn camping, surfing and other reeresticoal

aciviri.s, as lI as atrrei*ieg touriste from around the world, would lbrevar be lost. Protecting

state penn is not only good ftr the anvim but doustrate acai reaponalbilky by

rotecting the resources that underpin California’s muld-bifilon dollar coastal tourism aid

rncestional eccnonjcs.
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The Suif.e iza set rth aw vyesi, w’’ ise pdnciplc& Thi toll road Is Coa1
to thss.sow 1rSpOrt*tAoflpetiCieL

Ifb blaD i t.Mc, this )ution i netbadbce to an outdated tell road model frcsn
isgi. it I, uacptisbIs o viotatc thcae pobdcs w beve othci opiloas for Intüvüig
traibc catw that wfl protOc pck atds, bnlt global warnsm and provide grea

atd trae beefits in the fcm ofsmct growth.

Pluic take imnliajc sedan to oppose this proposed tall road, inch4iDg fding liption if
nceuay.

7c* Joe Dnxe
Vc. senate Ccanndflcc

SA Lcwth&
r.Secase NaftuIl PesoscctCttee STranspors.tian Cittoe

SasJeeS4e
afr, Siat Mroomtal Quality Conmilttee

Sireiy,
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February 17, 2006

The Honorable Arnold Schwarzenegger
State Capitol Building
Sacramento, California 95814

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

We are writing in support of the Foothill/Eastern Transportation Corridor Agency’s proposed route for the
lt-mle Foothill-South Project (SR 241). We understand that two members of your Administration
recently requested a 30-day extension of the Agency’s decision on the project and hope that at the
terminus of this review period, your Administration will conclude that the project as recommended, is
critical to Oangc County’s mobility.

As you know, the final environmental impact report identifies the ‘green alignment” as the preferred
aHernative Several federal resource agencies have made a preliminary determination that the green
alignment is the least environmentally damaging, practicable alternative. In addition, TCA has worked
with United States Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton to ensure that the alignment does not interfere
with its training mission and maintains the integrity of the agreement made with the Commandant of the
Marine Corps in 1988, in addition, federal law created by Congress in 1998 allows a right-of-way
transaction to take place between the TCA and Camp Pendleton if certain conditions are met.
Furthermore, this Congress provided $8 million in funding for the construction of Foothill-South in the
High Priority Project section of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (Public Law 109-59).

The Foothill-South Project is the final segment of Orange County’s planned 67-mile toll road system of
which 51 miles are complete and in operation. The project has been the subject of regional planning
elTorts snce 1981 and we respectfully request that you join us in supporting this significant infrastructure
project.

We fully support the Foothill-South green alignment which will accomplish significant traffic relief with
tie least impacts on the environment and the local communities.

S:nceret’,.

Rep Ker Calveri Rep. 111cr Rep. Dana Rohrabacher

-p.elll
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The Honorable Arnold Schwarzenegger
Governor, State of California
State Capitol
Sacramento, California 95814

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

In response to a letter to you dated February 15, 2006 signed by several members of the Senate

Democrat Caucus, we respectfully request that you stand strong in your commitment to
improving the State’s infrastructure. Their request for your opposition to the critically-needed
Foothill-South project is based on misinformation and not “smart growth” principles as they have
in4icated, but rather “no-growth” principles.

The Transportation Comdor Agencies (TCA) are two joint-powers authorities based in Orange
County that were created by the State Legislature in 1986 in order to plan, finance, construct, and

operate 67 miles of toll roads in Orange County. The need for the bighways and their general

routes were defined by the County of Orange ten years prior, but when no state or federal fimds
were available tç build them as free roads an innovative approach to financing infrastructure was
officiated. It is ironic that this “locally-entrenched bureaucracy” was created by the State Senate

in order to provide a solution to a problem that faced one of California’s largest self-help
counties.

TCA has constructed and now operates 51 miles of toll roads that have all been through the very
extensive CEQA and NEPA processes. With their construction, more than 2,000 acres of
permanent open space in Orange County has been preserved. Now, the last 36 miles of the toll
road system, known as Foothill-South, are under attack as the CEQA process comes to a close.
Not only has the TCA prepared an environmental impact report to CEQA standards, but have
worked with federal resource agencies in an unprecedented collaborative process which led to
preliminary findings of no jeopardy to species and a least environmentally damaging alternative
finding on their “green alignment,” This alignment best addresses South Orange County’s future
transportation needs with the least impact to wetlands and native habitat and avoids taking homes
and businesses Furthemlore, as part of the study and preparation of this route, the TCA also
worked with the Air Quality Management District and Foothill-South has been named a
Transportatton Control Measure by the District, which indicates that the road balances both the
needs of traffic relief and the environment.

Many claims have been made, including a claim that Foothill-South will lead to urban sprawl.
However, traffic is bad now in Southern Orange County and an alternative to the 1-5 is already
needed. By 2025, traffic will increase by 60% at the Orange County and San Diego County line.
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The County of Orange recently approved an amendment to its general plan to allow for 14,000

new homes and commerctal businesses. Additionally, some of the newer communities in South

Orange County are not yet built out. These new homes are coining and they will bring an

increase to traffic. Growth is already occurring in Southern California due to its strong economy

and the fact that it is a desirable place to live. The responsible thing to do is plan for growth by

providing infrastructure to keep the economy strong.

The proposed route passes through a portion of San Onofre State Beach which is leased from the

federal government. TCA is cominitted to minimizing the impact. No campsites will be removed

and the trail to the beach will be intact. Studies have shown that no measurable changes will

occur to Trestles Beach, nor its wave breaks. Enhancements to the state park system should be

considered and we encourage the Administration to begin meaningful discussions about what can

be done,

Finally, the toll road is not a “1980s-style traffic solution.” The 1980s were the era of Jerry

Brown this was an era when NO highways were built on the premise that population growth

would stop if the State did not build roads — that clearly has not been proven the case. The toll

roads in Orange County are a forward thinking and fiscally responsible approach to solving local

traffic problems with local solutions: They represent a model of what we in the Legislature

should now pursue to address our statewide transportation challenges. Please do what you can to

ensure that this project can move forward as planned. As representatives of Orange County, we

know that this project is critical for the economic stability of our region.

Sincerely,

c11
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February 22, 2006

Honorable Arnold Schwarzenegger

Governor, State of California

State Capitol Building
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: 241 Toll Road Foothill South extension project

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

On behalf of California homebuilders, represented by the California Building Industry

Association (CBIA), I am writing to register strong support for the 241 Toll Road

Foothill South extension project in Orange County which is now under review by

your Administration.

As you know, the extension project represents the last leg of Orange County’s 67-

mile successful toll road system. The toll road project has been underway for nearly

30 years as part of the Orange County Master Plan of Arterial Highways and is

privately financed.

The toll road system in Orange County is operated by the Transportation Corridor

Agencies (TCA), which are responsible for the planning, financing and building the

toll roads. The Agencies are run by a board of directors (“the Board1’), comprised of

elected officials from Orange County and the cities surrounding the toll road. The

Board is in the final stages of approving the extension project.

CBIA understands and commends your recent efforts to explore alternative routes

for the toll road at its southernmost end, due to the potential impact on state

parkiand. I have been in contact with both Secretary Chrisman and Secretary

Wright McPeak and am aware of the exhaustive effort that’s been made to satisfy

the multitude of interests surrounding this project. I was also informed that no

practical alternatives were found.

Governor Schwarzenegger, the 241 toll road extension project represents a

significant transportation improvement for the region and enjoys broad support.

CBIA is pleased to add its name to the list of those backing the extension and is

hopeful it will move forward soon.

Very sincerely yours,

Timothy L Coyle
Senior Vice President

cc: Honorable Mike Chrisman, Resources Agency

Honorable Sunne McPeak, Business, Transportation and Housing Agency

Susan Kennedy, Office of the Governor
Honorable Fred Aguiar, Office of the Governor
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CiTY OF RANCHO SANTA MARGARITA

James M. Thor

Mawr 1% T.mpc,.e
L. Anthony Beau

Council Members
Neil C. Blais

Gary Thompson
Jerry Holloway

City Manager
Steven E. Hayman

February 23, 2006

Honorable Arnold Schwarzenneger Governor
State of California
State Capitol
Sacramento, CA 95814

Subject: Resolution supporting the completion of the 241 Toll Road

Honorable Governor Schwarzenneger:

In support of the numerous hours of work, involvement and dedication
of the Transportation Comdors Agency (TCA), the City of Rancho
Santa Margarita adopted Resolution 06-02-22-01, supporting the
completion of the 241 Toll Road with the “Green” Alignment, which
avoids homes and businesses, avoids sensitive native habitat and
wetlands, and provides an alternative to Interstate 5 that addresses the
future traffic needs in south Orange County. Attached is a copy of the
Resolution for your information and records.

The City strongly supports the TCA in their efforts to provide
responsibly planned and environmentally sensitive transportation
options. This development is essential to the continued fiscal well
being of the region and our ability to provide adequate services to our
citizens.

The City of Rancho Santa Margarita would like to extend its
appreciation to the TCA and urges your support of this pivotal project

City Manager

cc: Transportation Corridor Açency
Senator Dick Ackerman
Assemblyman Todd Spitzer
League of California Cities
teague of Cahforrna Cities Orange Coun’y Ornson
Orange County Cities

22112 El Paseo Rancbo Santa Margarita California 926882824
Phone 949.635.1800 • Fa 940.635.1840 wwwcityofrsmorg
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RESOLUTION NO. 06-02-22-01

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
RANCHO SANTA MARGARITA, CALIFORNIA,
SUPPORTING THE COMPLETION OF THE 241 TOLL
ROAD WITH THE “GREEN” ALIGNMENT WHICH AVOIDS
HOMES AND BUSINESSES, AVOIDS SENSITIVE NATIVE
HABITAT AND WETLANDS, AND PROVIDES AN
ALTERNATIVE TO INTERSTATE 5 THAT ADDRESSES
THE FUTURE TRAFFIC NEEDS IN SOUTH ORANGE
COUNTY.

WHEREAS, the Foothill Transportation Corridor (241 ToIl Road> was placed on
the Orange County Master Plan of Artenal Highways in 1981; and

WHEREAS, the Foothill/Eastern Transportation Corridor Agency and the San
Joaquin Hills Transportation Corridor Agency have successfully planned, financed,
constructed and operate 51 miles of Toll Roads In Orange County; and

WHEREAS, a portion of Foothill Transportation Corridor (241 ToIl Road> opened
in the City of Rancho Santa Margarita in April 1993, providing a high-speed connection
for Rancho Santa Margarita Residents and businesses to central and northern Orange
County; and

WHEREAS, the Transportation Corridor Agencies pay attention to environmental
issues and work to balance the need for transportation options with the responsibility of
being sensitive to the environment; and

WHEREAS, the Transportation Corridor Agencies preserved more than 2,000
acres of native habitat, including the 1,182-acre Upper Chiquita Conservation Area
located adjacent to the south-east boundary of the City of Rancho Santa Margarita; and

WHEREAS, commuters who use the Foothill Transportation Corridor (241 Toll
Road) can pay their toll with cash or electronically with a FasTrak transponder; and

WHEREAS, Rancho Santa Margarita residents and businesses have more than
17,700 FasTrak accounts; and

WHEREAS, the location for the final 16 miles of Orange County’s toll road
system, which will extend the 241 Toll Road from where it ends at Oso Parkway to
Interstate 5 near San Clemente, has been studied for 20 years; and

WHEREAS, the Draft Subsequent Environmental Impact Report, which analyzed
six toll road options and two non-toll road options was released for a 90-day public
review period in May 2004; arid
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WHEREAS, the Final Subsequent Envwonmental Impact Report was released on
December 6, 2005, with a recommendation that the “Green” alignment was the Least
Environmentally Damaging Practicable Alternative because it would reduce traffic on
Interstate 5, avoid taking homes and businesses, avoid the sensitive wetlands, allow for
safe wi4dlife movement to the Cleveland National Forest; and

WHEREAS, Transportation is a critical issue for the quality of life and economy in
Rancho Santa Margarita.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of Rancho Santa
Margarita hereby supports the completion of the 241 ToIl Road with the “Green”
alignment, wtiich avoids homes and businesses, avoids sensitive native habitat and
wetlands, and provides an alternative to Interstate 5 that addresses the future traffic
needs in South Orange County.

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 22nd day of February, 2006.

J ESM.THOR,MAYOR

iL4 /d
DEBBIE WOLFF, CITY CLE—’

STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
COUNTY OF ORANGE )
CITY OF RANCHO SANTA MARGARITA )

I, Debbie Wolff, City Clerk of the City of Rancho Santa Margarita,
California, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of
Resolution No 06-02-22-01 adopted by the City Council of the City
of Rancho Santa Margarita, California, at a regular meeting thereof, held on the 22nd
day of February, 2006, by the following vote:

AYES: City Council Members Blais, Holloway and Thompson, and Mayor
Pro Tempore Beau and Mayor Thor

NOES: None

ABSENT: NQ:le

ABSTAIN: None 4fl

Debbie Wolff, City Cler—’


