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DEAR SECRETARY SALAS

THE NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES
SEN ICE NMES HAS REVIEWED THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT IDEIS PREPARED
FOR HIS PROJECT WHCH ENTAILS THE PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION INSTALLATION OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE OF

FLOATING STORAGE AND REGASIFIATION UNIT TFSRU AND APPURTENANT SUPPORT
AND NATURAL GAS TRANSMISSION FACILITIES WHICH

COLLECTIVELY ARE BEING PROPOSED BY
BROADWATER ENERGY LLC AND BROADWATER PIPELINE LLC JOINILY TERMED HEREAFTER AS

BROADWATER LHE PROPOSAL GENERALLY IS INTENDED TO ESTABLISH TERMINAL CAPABLE OF

RECEIVING IMPORTED LNG FROM SEAGOING CARRIERS STORING AND EVAPORATING REGASIFYING THE

ING AND SUBSEQUENTLY DELIVERNG NATURAL GAS TO NEW YORK AND CONNECTICUT MARKETS

THROUGH NEW SUBAQUEOUS PIPELINE TYING IN TO THE EXISTING IROQUOIS GAS TRANSMISSION

SYSTEM IF CONSTRUCTED THE FSRIJ WOULD HE SUPPORTED AND SUPPLIED BY EXISTING
WATERFRONT TACILITIES ON LONG ISLAND EXISTING WAREHOUSE OFFICE AND DOCKING SPACE WITH
THE CAPACITY TO BERTH UP TO FOUR TUGS HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED FOR PROJECT SUPPORT DURING
CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION IN EITHER IREENPORT OR PORT JEFFERSON NEW YORK

FEDERAL AGENCIES THAT HAVE JURISDICTION BY LAW OR SPECIAL EXPERTISE WITH RESPECT TO ANY
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT RESULTING FROM AN AGENCY ACTION ARE REQUIRED TO COMNIENT ON THE
DES SET 40 FR 1503 NMFS MAINTAINS EXPERTISE AND JURISDICTION BY LAW OVER
THE NATIONS LIVING MANNE RESOURCES AND OILERS THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS AND

RECOMMENTHITIONS ON THE E3ROADWATER NU IFJS

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

BROADATERS CONCEPTUAL DESIGN INDICATES THAT THE PROPOSED LNG TERMINAL AND

REGASIFICACION PLANT OULD BE HUUSED ON PERMANENTLY MOORED VESSEL THAT IS

APPROXIMATELY 1215 FEET LONG 201 FEET IDE AND 112 FEET TALL WITH APPROXIMATEL 82
FEET EXIENDING ABOVE THE WATER LINE THE VESSCL WOULD BE DOUBLEHULLED AND HELD IN PLACE
AT LEAST NINE MILES OFISHORE BY YOKE AND TOWER SYSTEM YMS THAT WOULD PERMIT THE
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VESSEL TO ORIENT IN RESPONSE TO PREVAILING WINDS TIDES AND CURRENTS THE FSRL WOULD

HAVE ONE BERTHING AND UNLOADING FACILITY CAPABLE OL SERVING CARNERS HOLDING FROM

125000 TO 250AX0 CUBIC METERS OF LNG AND TOTAL STORAGE TANK CAPACITY OF 350000

CUBIC METERS

VAPORIZATION OF THE LNG WOULD HE ACCOMPLISHED USING CLOSED LOOP SYSTEM THAT HEATS

THE LNG USING NATURAL GAS WATER INTAKES THAT SUPPLY BALLAST WATER FOR THE ISRU AND

OTHER FACILITY NEEDS ARE EXPECTED TO DRAW APPROXIMATELY 55 MILLION GALLONS PER DAY IN

ADDITION TO THE INDUSTRIAL PORTIONS OF THE PROJECT WHICH LARGELY ENTAIL LNG STORAGE AND

REGASIFICATION FACILITIES THE FSRIJ ALSO WOULD HE DESIGNED TO HOUSE CREW AND AREAS

DEDICATED TO SERVICE FUNCTIONS FINALLY NATURAL GAS PRODUCED FROM THE LNO STORED ON THE

FSRU WOULD HE DELIVERED PRIMARILY TO NEW YORK MARKEIS THROUGH APPROXIMATELY 217

MILES OF SUBAQUEOUS PIPELINE INSTALLED BETWEEN THE FSRU AND THE EXISTING JOTS

SIGNIFICANT PROJECT DETAILS INCLUDING THE MS DESIGN AND FINAL PIPELINE INSTALLATION

METHODOLOGY HAVE NOT YET
BEEN FINALIZED

GENERAL COMMENTS

BROADWATERS LNG TERMINAL IS PROPOSED TO HE CONSTRUCTED IN IONG ISLAND SOUND

NATIONALLY SIGNIFICANT ESTUARY THAT LIES BETWEEN THE CONNECTICUT SHORELINE AND LONG

ISLAND NEW YORK THIS IMPORTANT HABITAT SUPPORTS WIDE VANETY OF NATURAL RESOURCES OF

CONCERN TO THE NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE NOTABLY LOBSTERS AND OTHER CRUSTACEANS

ABUNDANT BIVALVE MOLLUSK POPULATIONS DIVERSE FINFISH SPECIES AND FEDERALLY LISTED

ENDANGERED OR THREATENED WILDLIFE LIS ALSO SUPPORTS SPECTRUM OF IMPORTANT

RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL USES RANGING FROM FISHERIES BOATING AND TRANSPORTATION TO

VARIETY OF UTILITY INSTALLATIONS MAINTAINING THESE EXISTING COASTAL ZONE USES IS REGIONALLY

IMPORTANT AND CONSISTENT WITH THE GOATS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE TWO STATES COASTAL

MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS RESOURCE AGENCY COMMENTS ON PAST INSTALLATIONS OF NATURAL GAS

PIPELINES TELECOMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT AND ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION CABLES WITHIN LIS

INDICATE THE POTENTIAL IMPACTS THAT WOULD ACCRUE FROM CONSTRUCTING THE BROADWATER

PROJECT

LMPLICAJPNS OF WATER NTAKES AND JISCHARGES WHILE AVERAGE WATER INTAKE VOLUME

WOULD BE REDUCED THROUGH USE OF CLOSEDLOOP HEATING SYSTEM FEATUNNG SYSTEM

COMPRISING EIGHT CLOSEDLOOP SHELLANDTUBE VAPORIZATION SYSTEM STV UNITS THE

OPERATION NONETHELESS WOULD REQUIRE MILLIONS OF GALLONS OF WATER PER DAY BALLAST WATER

AND ALL OTHER SEAWATER REQUIREMENTS WOULD BE MET USING FOUR INTAKES POSITIONED ON THE

BOTTOM OF THE FSRUS HULL APPROXIMATELY 40 FEET BELOW THE WATER LINE THE INTAKE

POSITION AND SCREENING ARC DESIGNED TO REDUCE ENTRAINMENT AND IMPINGEMENT OF

MACROFAUNA BUT FLOW AND VOLUME NEEDS DO NOT PERMIT THAT ALL SPECIES AND LIFE STAGES

COULD BE EXCLUDED FROM THE INTAKES ENTRAINMENT OF FISH OR INVERTEBRATE EGGS AND LARVAE AS

WELL AS SMALL PREY ITEMS IS LIKELY TO BE LETHAL AND HAVE CONSEQUENCES FOR AQUATIC RESOURCES

ON BOTH THE CONNECTICUT AND NEW YORK SIDES OF LIS IN ADDITION IMPACTS THAT RESULT FROM

PROPOSED RELEASES OF TREATED BALLAST AND OTHER DISCHARGES SHOULD BE CHARACTERIZED IN

GREATER DETAIL
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THE ANALYSTS OF THESE IMPACTS SHOULD BE SUPPLEMENTED BEFORE THE NEPA PROCESS IS

COMPLETED IN ADDITION THE OVERALL OPERATION WOULD REQUIRE REGULAR DISCHARGES OF TREATED

WATER BACK INTO US TO ADJUST BALLAST WATER AND RELATED ACTIVITIES WHILE THESE WOULD BE

SUBJECT TO SOME LEVEL OF CLEAN WATER ACT OVERSIGHT IT REMAINS TO HE SEEN WHETHER SUITABLE

MEASURES COULD BE DEVELOPED AND SUBSEQUENTLY IMPLEMENTED TO PROTECT AQUATIC LIFE AND

HABITATS

IMPLICATIONS OF L3CNTHICHABITATDIG FROM PIPELINE FNSTALLATIPJJ WHILE FERC STAFF

HAS DEVELOPED SERIES OT RECOMMENDATIONS IN THE IE1S THAT COULD BE USED TO REDUCE

CERTAIN CONSTRUCTION IMPCTS SIGNIFICANT PROJECT DESIGN DETAILS HAVE YET TO HE PROPOSED
AS CONSEQUENCE NMFS IS NOT ABLE TO ACCEPT AT THIS STAGE THAT THE ECOLOGICAL

IMPLICATIONS OF PROJECT CONSTRUCTION INSTALLATION AND OPERATION HAVE BEEN CHARACTERIZED

ADEQUATELY IN PARTICULAR KEY DESIGN FEATURES SUCH AS THE YMS THE GAS PIPELINE

INTERCONNECTS AND THE FINAL PIPELINE INSTALLATION METHODS REMAIN TO BE DETERMINED AND

COULD THEREFORE NOT HE ASSESSED FULLY IN THE DEIS NMFS KNOWS FROM PREVIOUS UTILITY

INSTALLATIONS IN US THAT
SIGNIFICANT ISSUES CAN AND DO ARISE DURING CONSTRUCTION FOR

INSTANCE UNEXPECTED OBSTRUCTIONS WERE ENCOUNTERED DURING THE INSTALLATION OF THE

TRANSENERGIE CROSS SOUND CABLE THAT
SIGNIFICANTLY COMPLICATED PROJECT COMPLETION WHILE

THERE ARE IRNNORTANT DIFFERENCES IN THE GENERIC IMPACTS OF INSTALLING THIS CABLE CROSSING
WITH RESPECT TO THOSE THAT WOULD ACCRUE FROM CONSTRUCTING THE PROPOSED F3ROADWATER

PIPELINE LATERAL THE EXAMPLE IS INSTRUCTIVE IN THAT PRELIMINARY RECONNAISSANCE STUDIES FOR

OTHER UTILITIES HAVE FAILED TO DISCLOSE ALL POTENTIAL OBSTRUCTIONS THAT COULD COMPLICATE

INSTALLATION ACCORDING TO THE PROPOSED METHOD SIMILARLY INSTALLATION OF BOTH THE
ORIGINAL

KITS CROSSING AND THE SUBSEQUENT EASTCHESTER LATERAL SIMILARLY POSED CHALLENGES THAT

WERE NOT ANTICIPATED IN THEIR RESPECTIVE NEPA ANALYSES NOTABLY EVEN YEARS POST

CONSTRUCTION HENTHIC HABITAT IN SIGNIFICANT REACHES OF THE EASTCHESTER PROJECT DID NOT

RECOVER AS PREDICTED IN THE NEPA ANALYSIS FOR THAT PROJECT AND REMAINS DISTURBED

WHILE WE APPRECIATE THAT FERC RECOGNIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF THIS ISSUE AND HAS

RECOMMENDED THAT BROADWATER BACKFILL THE TRENCH AND OTHERWISE ADDRESS
PIPELINE

INSTALLATION IMPACTS THE DEJS DOES NOT PROVIDE DETAILS ON HOW THIS WOULD BE

ACCOMPLISHED AND WHAT THE
RESULTING IMPACTS OF THE ACTIVITIES WOULD HE IN LIGHT OF THE

DIFFICULTIES EXPERIENCED WITH UTILITY CROSSINGS IN LIS AND POTENTIAL FOR ADVERSE IMPACTS ON
THE US LOBSTER POPULATION IT IS IMPORTANT THAT TECHNIQUES WHICH PROVED UNSUCCESSFUL IN

THE
PAST NOT HE RELIED ON BY THE PROJECT PROPONENTS TO ADDRESS THIS ISSUE IN ADDITION IT IS

IMPORTANT THAT THE ADVERSE IMPACTS ASSOCIATED WITH ANY OF THESE CONSTRUCTION TECHNIQUES
ARE EVALUATED FULLY BEFORE THE NEPA PROCESS IS CONCLUDED

LIMITINGACCESS FOR EXISTINGWATERDCP NMFS NOTES THE PROPOSED

SAFETY ZONES THAT WOULD HE ESTABLISHED AROUND THE FSRIJ AND ANY TANKERS COINING TO

DELIVER LNG WOULD AT LEAST TEMPORARILY EXCLUDE TRADITIONAL COMMERCIAL AND RECREATIONAL

USES OF 115 COMMERCIAL AND RECREATIONAL VESSELS WOULD BE PROHIBITED FROM ENTERING THE

PERMANENT SAFETY ZONE SURROUNDING THE FSRU AND IN THE MOVING ENVELOPE SURROUNDING

APPROACHING TANKERS NMFS BELIEVES THE SAFETY ZONES ARE LIKELY TO DISPLACE COMMERCIAL
AND RECREATIONAL FISHERMEN PARTICULARLY THOSE OPERATING III THE EASTERN BASIN OF THAT

RELY ON TIA HUG OR USE OF FIXED GEAR HIS DISPLACEMENT HAS THE POTENTIAL TO CREATE AN
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ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL HARDSHIP FOR NUMBER OF FISHERMEN WHILE THE EASTERN BASIN AND ITS

OLISHORE APPROACHES WOULD NOT HE SUBJECTED TO THE PERMANENT CLOSURE CONTEMPLATED

AROUND THE FSRIJ LOBSTERMEN AND OTHER FISHERMEN EFFECTIVELY WOULD HAVE TO CEASE

OPERATIONS AND MOVE AWAY TO AVOID SAFETY ZONE WHENEVER LNG TANKER APPROACHED

AS INDICATED IN THE DEIS LNG DELIVCNES WOULD OCCUR ON VERY REGULAR BASIS THIS COULD

DISRUPT SOME FISHING OPERATIONS TO THE POINT THAT THEY COULD NO LONGER EFFECTIVELY TEND

THEIR GEAR THE DEIS DOES NOT ADEQUATELY ASSESS THE LOSS OF ACCESS AND ECONOMIC IMPACTS

ON COMMERCIAL AND RECREATIONAL FISHERIES PARTICULARLY IN THE EASTERN BASIN AND ITS

APPROACH SIMILARLY THE COLLATERAL LOSSES THAT WOULD ACCRUE IN BOTH CONNECTICUT AND NEW

YORK SHOULD RECREATIONAL BOATING ACCESS BECOME DISRUPTED FOR THE LIFE OF THIS PROJECT

SHOULD HE EVALUATED

THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES

SECTION OF THE ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT OF 1973 ESA AS AMENDED REQUIRES FEDERAL

AGENCIES TO CONSULT WITH NMFS TO ENSURE THAT ANY ACTION AUTHORIZED FUNDED OR CARRIED

OUT BY SUCH AGENCY IS NOT LIKELY TO JEOPARDIZE THE CONTINUED EXISTENCE OF ANY

ENDANGERED SPECIES OR THREATENED SPECIES OR ADVERSELY MODIFY OR DESTROY DESIGNATEDJ

CRITICAL HABITAT SEE ASO 50 CFR PART 402 IN PREVIOUS CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING

THE BROADWATER LNG TERMINAL PROPOSAL NMFS IDENTIFIED SEVERAL SPECIES OF SEA TURTLES

LISTED AS ENDANGERED OR THREATENED UNDER THE ESA THAT ARE KNOWN TO OCCUR IN THE VICINITY

OF THE PROPOSED LNG TERMINAL LOCATION NMFS ALSO INDICATED THAT ALTHOUGH NOT PRESENT

AT THE IMMEDIATE PROJECT LOCATION ENDANGERED RIGHT HUMPBACK AND FIN WHALES MAY HE

PRESENT IN OFFSHORE WATERS WHERE THEY MAY BE IMPACTED BY LNG EARNERS TRANSITING TO AND

FROM THE PROPOSED TERMINAL DUE TO THE PRESENCE OF LISTED SPECIES IN THE ACTION AREA AND

THE POTENTIAL FOR THE PROPOSED ACTIVITIES TO AFFECT THESE SPECIES NMFS ALSO INDICATED THAT

SECTION CONSULTATION WOULD BE NECESSARY FOR THE PROPOSED PROJECT

FERC HAS INDICATED THAT PORTIONS OF THE DEIS HAVE BEEN PREPARED TO SERVE AS THE

BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT BA FOR PURPOSES OF SECTION CONSULTATION NTVWS ACKNOWLEDGES

THIS AND HAS REVIEWED THE DEIS FOR CONTENT RELATED TO ENDANGERED AND THREATENED SPECIES

HOWEVER THE SECTION CONSULTATION PROCESS IS SEPARATE FROM NEPA AND AS SUCH NMFS

WILL PROVIDE COMPLETE ENDANGERED AND THREATENED SPECIES COMMENTS UNDER SEPARATE COVER

AS PART
OF THE ESA CONSULTATION PROCESS

THE DEIS IDENTIFIES THE FOLLOWING POTENTIAL EFFECTS TO LISTED SEA TURTLES AND WHALES DUE TO

CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION OF THE BROADWATER LNG TERMINAL

VESSEL COLLISIONS

HABITAT IMPACTS WATER QUALITY WATER TEMPERATURE

ACOUSTIC DISTURBANCE AND HARASSMENT

DESTRUCTION OF HENTHIC RESOURCES IMPACTS TO PREY RESOURCES

FUEL SPILLS

IMPINGEMENT AND ENTRAINMENT DURING WATER INTAKE
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FERC HAS RECOMMENDED THAT RROADWATEI DEVELOP ADDITIONAL MITIGATION MEASURES IN

CONSULTATION WITH NNIFS TO ADDRESS ACOUSTIC EFFECTS OL PILE DRIVING ACTIVITY AND THE RISK OF

VESSEL COLLISIONS WITH LISTED SPECIES JN1FS AGREES WITH THIS RECOMMENDATION AND

SUGGESTS THAT FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT PILE DRIVING ACTIVITY IS NECESSARY IN ORDER TO

DEVELOP APPROPRIATE MITIGATION MEASURES IN ADDITION NMFS RECOMMENDS THAT THE 115
ADDRESS THE POTENTIAL FOR INCREASED MARINE DEBRIS DUE TO THE PRESENCE OF THE BROADWATER

TACILITY AND THE POTENTIAL FOR SEA TUNICS TO BE ADVERSELY AFFECTED BY ING2STION OF MARINE

DEBRIS NMFS LOOKS FORWARD TO WORKINU WITH FER TO CONTINUE EVALUATING THE EFFECTS OF

THE PROPOSED PROJECT ON LISED SPECIES THROUGH THE SECTION CONSULTATION PROCESS

ER COMMENTS

AS NOTED IN THE ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT FFH ASSESSMENT INCLUDED IN THE IEES LAS HAS

BEEN DESIGNATED AS EFIE UNDER THE MAGNUSONSTEVENS FISHERY CONSERVATION AND

MANAGEMENT ACT IMSFCMAJ FOR VARIOUS LIFE STAGES OF 19 SPECIES WITH FEDERAL FISHERY

MANAGEMENT PLANS THE PROPOSED PROJECT WOULD HAVE SIGNIFICANT ADVERSE ELTECTS ON FF11

PRIMARILY BY ALTERING MANY ACRES OF HENTHIC HABITAT IN CONJUNCTION WITH PIPELINE

INSTALLATION DISNPTING FORAGE COMMUNITIES OPERATING WATER INTAKE AND DISCHARGE

STRUCTURES AND INTRODUCING CHRONIC LIGHT AND ACOUSTIC DISTURBANCES AT THE FSRLJ WHERE

PRESENTLY THERE ARE NONE

OUR ABILITY TO ASSESS POTENTIAL IMPACTS ON EFI1 AND ASSOCIATED MARINE RESOURCES WAS

COMPLICATED BY LESS THAN OPTIMAL INFORMATION IN THIS MATTER IN PARTICULAR IMPORTANT

PORTIONS OF THE
PROJECT HAVE

YET TO BE DESIGNED AND THEIR IMPACTS ANALYZED SECTION

305H2 OF THE MSFCMA REQUIRES ALL FEDERAL AGENCIES TO CONSULT WITH NMES ON ANY
ACTION AUTHORIZED FUNDED OR UNDERTAKEN BY THAT AGENCY THAT MAY ADVERSELY AFFECT FE
INCLUDED IN THIS CONSULTATION PROCESS IS THE PREPARATION OF COMPLETE AND APPROPRIATE
EEL ASSESSMENT TO PROVIDE NECESSARY INFORMATION ON WHICH TO CONSULT AS INDICATED IN

THE FOREGOING DISCUSSIONS NMFS FINDS IT NECESSARY TO REQUEST ADDITIONAL INFORMATION THAT

WE MAY PROVIDE FINAL CONSERVATION RECOMMENDATIONS ACCORDINGLY WE ARE PROVIDING THE

FOLLOWING INTERIM COMMENTS TO GUIDE FERC REGARDING EFII ISSUES THAT REMAIN TO BE

ADDRESSED DURING THE NEPA PROCESS THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION NEEDS ARE NECESSARY

PROVIDE DEFINITIVE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION DESCRIPTION FOR THE YMS AND

PIPELINE INTERCONNECTS FOR ITS PROPOSED LATERAL BETWEEN THE FSRLJ AND ORIGINAL

KITS PIPELINE

PROVIDE DESCRIPTION OF HOW PIPELINE BURIAL WOULD HE ACCOMPLISHED AND AN

ANALYSIS OF THE IMPACTS THAT WOULD ACCRUE USING THE PROPOSED SUITE OF METHODS
THIS ANALYSIS SHOULD INCLUDE CONSIDERATION OF BOTH PHYSICAL AND ECOLOGICAL

IMPACTS

PROVIDE FULL ASSESSMENT OF WATER INTAKEDISCHARGE IMPACTS ON AQUATIC

COMMUNITIES IN US INCLUDING HARVESTED SPECIES AND THEIR FORAGE THIS

ANALYSIS SHOULD HE EXTENDED TO INCLUDE DISCUSSION OF ADVERSE EFFECTS TO EEL
FOR SPECIES WITH LOCAL DESIGNATUMS THEY SHOULD INCLUDE ANY PRELIMINARY
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ENVIRONMENTAL REQUIREMENTS THAT HAVE EMERGED TO ADDRESS LEAN WATER ACT

ISSUES

FERC SHOULD SUPPLEMENT ITS FF11 ANALYSIS TO INCLUDE EVALUATION OF ALL

IMPACTS THAT WOULD ACCRUE FROM THE MORE ADVANCED DESIGN CNTENA AND ALSO IN

CONJUNCTION WITH BROADWATERS PLAN FOR MEETING PIPE HUNAL BENTHIC

RESTORATION AND ANY OTHER REQUIREMENTS RECOMMENDED BY FERC TO MEET

NEPA OBJECTIVES

IN ADDITION TO HE ABOVE INFORMATION WE WOULD LIKE TO ALERT FERC TO THE PROBABILITY THAT

WE WOULD INCLUDE AMONG OUR FF11 CONSERVATION RECOMMENDATIONS POSTCONSTRUCTION

MONITORING PLAN THIS PLAN WOULD INCLUDE DETAILED HENTHIC TOPOGRAPHY AND BENTHIC

COMMUNITY DATA IN ADDITION LIKELY WOULD RECOMMEND THAT REMEDIAL PLAN IS

DEVELOPED IN ADVANCE TO ADDRESS AREAS THAT DO NOT MEET ESTABLISHED PERFORMANCE

STANDARDS

IHESE RECOMMENDATIONS ARE NECESSARY IN ORDER TO SUPPLEMENT THE FE ASSESSMENT BEFORE

OUR NEPA COORDINATION IS CONCLUDCD WHEN COMPLETE ASSESSMENT IS RECEIVED WE WILL

PROVIDE FERC WITH CONSERVATION RECOMMENDATIONS BASED UPON THE BEST AVAILABLE

SCIENTIFIC INFORMATION PURSUANT TO SECTION 305H4A OF THE MSFCMA

FISH AND WILDLIFE COORDINATION ACT RECOMMENDATIONS

IN ADDITION TO THE MANY FUNCTIONS AND VALUES PROVIDED FOR FEDERALLY MANAGED FISHERY

RESOURCES THE PROJECT AREA FUNCTIONS AS AN IMPORTANT MIGRATORY CORRIDOR FOR DIADROMOUS

FISHES AND AS IMPORTANT SPAWNING AND NURSERY HABITAT FOR LOBSTERS AND OTHER STATE

REGULATED AQUATIC RESOURCES THE DEIS SHOULD BE REVISED TO ADDRESS WHETHER OR HOW THIS

PROJECT COULD BE IMPLEMENTED TO AVOID UNACCEPTABLE HABITAT DEGRADATION IN ADDITION WE

NOTE THAT PROJECT CONSTRICTION INSTALLATION AND OPERATION WOULD LIMIT PUBLIC ACCESS TO THE

WATERWAY AND LIVING AQUATIC RESOURCES GIVEN THE SIGNIFICANT EFFORTS OF THE FEDERAL

GOVERNMENT THE STATES OF NEW YORK AND CONNECTICUT AS WELL AS INTERESTED MEMBERS OF

THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION AND APPROPRIATE PUBLIC USE OF LIS FERC

SHOULD ADDRESS THEM IN DETAIL BEFORE CONCLUDING ITS NEPA ASSESSMENT

CONCLUSIONS

IN SUMMARY NMFS RECOMMENDS THAT FERC EXPAND ITS NEPA ASSESSMENT TO COVER KEY

ECOLOGICAL AND RELATED COASTAL ZONE ISSUES MORE FULLY WE ALSO RECOMMEND THAT

BROADWATER BE REQUIRED TO PROVIDE FFRC WITH MORE COMPLETE PROJECT
INFORMATION THAN

THE PRESENT RELATIVELY CONCEPTUAL DESIGN IN ORDER THAT THE IMPACTS ARE MORE FULLY

UNDERSTOOD BEFORE CERTIFICATION DECISION IS MADE IN LIGHT OF THE PROJECTS POTENTIAL TO

IMPAIR HABITAT VALUES AND FUNCTIONS AS WELL AS INTERFERE WITH EXISTING WATER DEPENDENT

USES IT IS OUR OPINION THAT IT IS PREMATURE FOR US TO MAKE FINAL PROJECT
RECOMMENDATIONS

UNTIL THE NECESSARY INFORMATION BECOMES AVAILABLE WE LOOK FORWARD TO OUR CONTINUED

COORDINATION CONCERNING THIS PROJECT PURSUANT TO BOTH SECTION 305B4B OF THE MSA

AND 50 CFR 600920K AS WEFI AS SECTION OF THE ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT SHOULD YOU
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HAVE ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT THIS MAILER PLEASE CONTACT DIANE RUSANOWSKY 238826504
BR HABITAT CONSERVATION AND NEPA ISSUES AND KRISTIN KOYAMA 97828193N X6531 BR

ANY QUESLIONS REGARDING OUR PROTECTED RESOURCES COORDINALION

SINCERELY

PATRICIA URKI42

REGIONAL ADMINISTRATOR
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USEWS NYFO LIFO

NMFS MILFORD SANDY HOOK PRD
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