
United Statet Department of Agriculture

Office of f)e Secretary
Weahinotnn DC ?n~--9-" MAR 1 4 2003

The Ilonorable Scott B. Gndes
Acting t,nder Secretary for Oceans and Atmosphere
United States Department of Commerce
Washington. D.C. 20230-0001

Dear Mr. Gudes:

"I'hank you for your letter of January 31, 2003, regarding the Islander East Pipeline Company
anneal hefnre the Secretarv nfCnmm~ nllr,~I1.ant t{) the Cna.~tal 7nne Management Act..J '" ""- tr7MA) T :.nnJ"o;-,,'c fflr thi' .il"I~v;n y"p~nnn.i;nlY
' .,. .-r---co-- '-J "r co'

You stated that the Department of Commerce's (DOC) regulations implementing CZMA require
that iTz1eTested FedeTal agencies be afforded WI OPP\:'l~I1Tlity to OOTI-J1}-leTIl. oTllhe appeal.

The Department 01" Agriculture (USDA) has reviewed the materials and related documents
contained in the appeal Tec~)rd. {Jpon review of these materials, USDA docs not wish to
comment on thc appcal.

Again, thank you for writing and for the opportun1ty to review the case in accordancc with
DOC's regulations on appeals involving the CZMA. If we can bc of further assistance, plcase do
not hesitate to oontact Q~

Sincerely,

An EQ\laI OppO~n\\y £mployer

MARKREY ,
Under Secretary
Natural Resources and Environment


