
(:ongre~g of tbe Itnittb :fJ>tatr:s
~Cts1JtngtDn, m~ 205\5

Augu..~t 28, 2003

Colonel Thomas Koning
District Engineer. New England District
U.S. Arn1Y Corps of Engineers
U.S. Department of Defense
696 ViTginja Road
Concord, MA 01742-2751

Mr. Branden BltlII1
Scnior Counselor
Office of Assistant General Counsel

for Ocean Services
National Oceanic
and Almospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce
1305 East-West Highway
Room 611.1, SSMC-4
Silver Sprit1g, MD 20910

Re: {I.S. Amlv Corns of Eneinecrs. New Enl!land District. lslandcr East
ripe1ine Company. L.L.C.. CQE File. No. 200103091

~, D~artment of Commerce under thc Coastal Zone Management AS!!..
CQn.~j$~e~cYA:.ooea' of Islander East Pigcline Co~anv. L.I#.C.

Dear Colonel Koning and Mr. Blun1:

As you know, the Islander Ea!\t Pipeline is a matter before both your respective

agencies.

As members of the Energy and Commerce Committee, we recognize tllat the
Islander East project will bring economic, environmental, reliability and security benefits
to New York and lh~ Northeast region. New York State agencies have carefully
examined the project and issued the appropriate environmental permits consistent with
the earlier FERC approval and environmental impact statement. Islander East enjoY5
broad bipartisan support in New York, as confinned by the enclosures to this lctter.

Please include this letter and its enclosures in your respective dockets.

Enclosed are (1) Letter dated FebruaIY 26, 2003 from Senator CliIrton and Reps.
Ackem1an, Israel, Bishop and McCarthy to Secretary Evans. (2) Letter dated "March 6"
2003 from Rep. King to Secretary Evans. (3) l..etter dated June 27, 2003 from Reps.
King, Bishop, Israel, McCarthy and Ackennan to Department of the Army
UllderSecretaty Les Brownlee with copies to Secretary Abl-aharn, Chainnan Pat Wood"
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Ms- Veronica A11gulo of the While Housc Task Forcc on Encrgy Project Strcamlining,
and Mr- Gcorgc Dunlop, Depllty Assistant Sccretary of the Army for Policy and
Legislation, al1d (4) Press Release datcd July 31,2003 by Senator Schumer announcing
his letter to the Army Corps.

Please collSider this correspondence consistent with all 01' the relevant rules and
regulations. 'i'hank you tor your assistance,

Sinccrcly,

Edolphus Towns
Member of Congress

cc: Con M. Rose
Project Manager
New England District
U.S. AmlY Corps of Engll1.Ccrs
Department of Defense
696 Virginia Road
Concord, MAO1742-2751

Vito J. Fossella
Member of Congress
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Febnlar)' 26, 2003

~ Ho~b1e :)~ Iald L- gv~
SccrctAry
U1tir~ Statt$ I>~ltIDcnt QfC~crce
Room .18$4
14th &:. Ccms1imtio 1 Ave., NW
Wa$hjqJtDD. P.~ l02jO

DeJr Mr. SeorCla!')

We ale 'm i1'Ig in 8U~or1'of m 1I'PC:a1 mbm.Ued by Islandez ~c. LLC to the
Dapar1m~t ofC~31Dtrcc to QYCU\1!21 thel OclDb~ 15, 2M d~isiOD by ttlo CoMec:ficuI
~t o!l!o\ ilomnenlal L J ~iOP (DEP) tcgripg pIQ()Osaf constr\Jcbon of!be blander
~ pipcw. Tbc n8t\D'a1 Bas th:~ would bo ~Iied tc 1.oDg !alaod thyO\@ this pipOlint would
!jn\ ve ~ing enOl &Y J!~w and gBatly b~tefir TOsidmtl.aJ. ccmunGWiaJ and ind\&&tri~1 C:~l~~S
aaoS5 the ~OI1-

h iboulAJ b; no!fd thai the New Y mk StAte D~lJtmeor of Sralt: recmtty i~u~ it.
4pprovA1 of IsfancL rr P;aSl's project. ifatiDg ~ il is "cq}8t$tmtt" with the ~'tate'! CDISTaJ 7AD)C
~Qg..men( pr)gJ un, i&Jtd that "ful't}ta- TIMew -..is not I'oq.~"

NalUfaJ 1,8.' ~ CIpUility on 10 IAng ~d muat be- lub5fanti.al}y irlCtM.t~ Thc
lobus( ~nom.i;: g -VWth 111 the p8St aev«1d years W aeated a demand for n3a.IJ 8a& in this
area 1bat i3 ~ll atovc thG nutiaQa1 t\'aa.ge, pllticWarly 011 thc ~ end or Long I$fand duo (0
f~dc~l aDd .~1m~aI gro-,'lb. m;y"~ po'Qrer needs U\rd mandated the ~ubli8hZIl.C1lt of
new power pJartts )n Long Jla.lld b ~ch ~liona1 natural !U S\lpplice are e8semj~ it!tle8e
facilities ve [I) be ~MI~taI1y eleallet" Dd mm:e efdctcdt. S1Ipplyinc Addj1iOr!~' Dann) 8»
Stlpplic8-.ill 8ilJD11~)' rftince the te~n's c\m't.nt. hi~epctldeneo Oh forei~ oil i,"pOt1S L"or
bad1 pJodtlCtioll of' ~trietty and spa£;4 heating.

The We-v '\. ntk lDdepCDdeJJt SYJtNn Operator ~O) has stated tbur with d~UIlDd for
etecCticity ~d !Iat, Ira1 ~ im;r.as~& on LObi l$l~nd. additional gas~fired eJecuje pl~~ will
nccd 10 be devtloled. alDni '&\/ilk tho A3S0t:i~ cxpacaion of the. JOg;on'g n8lUla1 p.1
U&DSmi~jon il1b~. 1'bc NVlSO hu 9!8tcd ,"\t ~ crit1ca1 that ~ plants be locnted '1n"
L:ity" and "on.i:;laJ .d" to m~ ~ahi1i'ty, enhAnce coftIpecition aD.d suppor"t o:~c
powtb," t\ is c!elrto us1hax rilQely. additioDa! natural g~ infrastN~L1te is ~s~t'Y to wppon
1he energy n~lA t)f lhe ~omic ~V;~f and popularioh npansion of this ar.a.

"'__a_~~n.-
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Wjt)l tes,.( t to alvVomnental ~ncCt'D8, lsl~der EaBt ~ employ ~ d~r
dlilimg OD')D) ICGltJlOlo,y tbSt mm~_i~eo the need to dig ~ uench ~ ~11S of \be. p\pelm~
~- This JU)D r- ~1o1'l- wbid1 wiD ~ --for thc maxt~ fcasibte dista=:ce of
approxiDlalCty 4,0(0 f'oetout.e= thc. Cv-~CUl ~1ine -I11OW5 Ialmd~:8ut to wI a
liaBle hoJc 1114..101 wxi«~uDd ltMizontal1y. thafebymiDdJ2jzine cvirOrJlDatal itnp~ts.
!btl ~ 'I" b$Q pr&McO ~y wall-.aeaalded 810,'ir0ttlJleDtat ~orJBt:tVatiOlJ orl8\izattoDa for
hclJliui ~ tip11o~y red~ tbo pPdjn'.K bDpKt on eOI'e ~alian 8I"0a3-

In add\\'i~1 the ~~1mr: wilt be p~ bm~ ~oc;e8i floor, ea1l&iDg tnlnimlDn
dj&\mb~ lQ-A* -!bore §helJdm bail and otl\.. ~y;~t.u)' ..ctti"e UeAt- 'E~UTrIat'e.
offlbore. ~~m ~ ~ take p!~ f2QriDa wtmw nJOIItN, ",h~D. fifb ~d t~lfiQ ~
less activc a2!d fber~ Jess I\IJCCPIJbIe 10 ~.

We thCltlfo:'. rapcctfulJY leqgeJt 1bat $a UDitad. Star. Dep~Qt ct' C~
C()Q&ider 1ho apl:oCI." by Ja~ Beat and !Dab I. judS1J1mt iD favor at the project SpoDSOts'
po5kiGJJ- We W'3W d be pleased to w- ~ )'O\1l oftitoe tb pro"Yidc 8t1Y ~titma1 infoIm~
you may aced. 8:111 :0 address my oul5tal1dine ~ you may ~~ with respect to thia malt~.

Tblak Y3U for your conIidCtBti~t.

SUiJ:ersJy.

~ I \~~~ .J!.:. of-
UDit~ State« S.'.DJ Ie

~~I.ItJt; MeID'er of CODgt"e$5

~a--~~-
M~Ot of COftpiA

~9...::;~ ~
s~ I~1
Membcr of COI:.gr' ~
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Th~ Honorablc DonaJd E~.
S~
UrU= Statce OfJ'Altrno.-;t of C\1mrr~8
14lh ~ _d ConIiiiu!iOll Ave.ii~ r..'W
W~UI&rD". D.C. ZO230

Dear Mr. Se~8I}';

J ana writiug in S~PPOJt ofln ~I aubmiued by I!land~ aUf. lLC to the Dcp.lftmQlt of
Commelce to OYe1tum d)e ~'ObCf l~. 2002 ~on by ~ ~~tie~ D~a1t of
Enyj",nmentaJ ProfecCion (DEP) rejNdJnr proposed conat~~ of the lslai",d~r r!,ut jii~!j~. The
natural ~S thu would be s~1ied to l.DDS IsJMd throUIh Ihi. pipcanc would sulwc ptesaifti cn8r6f
,,~~ md ~tly ~Bt reti~tiaJ. (;vmm~iaJ, and industrial CUBtomC15 KrOll me rcgiuo.

!! sht"Jld belloled that &he New York State ~Mt o(State rccemJy ISSlIeci ilK approvai
ofr~~'1der EAo1t"~ ,roj~t, Ntin! that it 1£ '"tonsi~t" wflh. the Stlce"s coastalmnr: management
P~r'=', ~"tdth~'~~cw...isnDt~ltirtd."

NaI\n811aa tnnspott c.tpabili1)' on 10 fAng Island J1\U5t be substantially j~ The
robust ~lkill'~ yj"Vwlh ::: the p:$t ,~\!~ ~8rt h!s ~tM a dcmand {or Dillinl RaS in Ihis area
that i. wen aboye the ~t1~.,a1 a"J~ parti~IlI.,.!'y on the QAtem md of Long hlar.t due to
residmtiai aM COJnInt:I~jal ii"owth. mer:;;.$Cd p::'W9r~eeds !!.~ m."d..ed ttH; ~ Ji Iftmenr ofllcw
power ptanu CD Loa, h~ for wh~ch 8idincnal ~ 8":a ~I..~pli~ -1";~lenliat it me3C tAci lines
are iO be $ftVlfQnInaIt&Uy cicancr IDd IliON .fficis. Supp!)ir.g additjQnef M"Jra' SU suppliea will
s\!'\ifi~y~e t~t.s;oP; I C\mmIt Ngjl-dey...)d&-~ 0:: fo~~ ;;! im~ r~~lA)I production
of ~I~trit.ity and sptee heating.

The New York lndepeftdtn1 S)l5~ Opera1Of (NY ISO) has stated that wiUl demand for
e}~trici(y and ~tUnI gaa incfeasillS on lo°S 16i8nd, :u\diltonal 5--rlff.~ ett.o;...n~ ;\ar.~ wi1~ !\~
(0 ba ~elopcd. alon~ wid! tIIc associated cxpan8;on oi tn. rcgju~ fI..mDJ gI5 :rar,;mi~iQn
il1fu1stn1cture. Tbe NY1S0 has SW~ "if is critica' ihaf MW piants be locaLcu 'irl-\;ity' 8nd 'wi\-
ist:ltl.~' ~maintain reliability. tnhance competition. and support economt(; growU1-" It io olQij' to ~
!h~.. ri~~!:. ~!tition.! n8hlft\ gas in~ttucture is nec~ary to ~UP90rt tbe cn8rgy n~ rOt" t})c
~~~T\Qmi~ acli"!!y!!td ~,ulatIOt1 ~~iOD oflht .~

Wi..h rupe:t".c ~'!~nm~!l ~nurna. JsJander East will emp1oy borizon(aJ djr~t dArling
(KDV) ~~Jogy mat minjft'.!2.~ !h!. ~ to dig a ~cb in ~nion& Of" the pipeline roll1e. 1~
HnC Lec.bT,v;uAy-wh~,\?..;nbe\lE= ~rthe'!l.axi",um {euibledi~Dlapproxim.cely4.000 fed
out Doni d,c Co..w~C'I.~ :h~~ -allOY!! J!J!!!d~ P.ut to dj, a Bingle hole and tUDl1el undCfgroV11d

_..~~ ," '-'

"3

~~!lSr ~f ~r~mrJrtiltibn'

"~I\JtOft. G£ 20515-3203
March 6. 200~





~ongrt.s.s of tl)t 'mtnitrb ~r-
'4i1a~ingtDn, ~«: 20515

IttS

June 27 J 2003

The Honorable Les Brownlee
Under Secretary
Department of the Army
108 Army Pentagon
Washin~on, D.C. 20310-0108

Dear Secretary Bro\\'n1ee;

We writ~ to you today to express our concerns regarding the consideration by the Anny
Corps ofEn~eeIS. New Englaftd Distrit.t, of the Islander East Pipeline Company's Section 10
and Section 404 permit applications related to the construction of m interstate naturBl gas
pipeline from Connecticut to Long Island across l.A)D8 Island Sound- We ~spectfuUy request
that you review the New F.nglartd District's considCf,ation of the Islander East applications both
to ensure it$ e~i5tency with Executive Orders and the Inter Agency Agreettient governing new
pipcline projects and to ensure timely approval oftbls much-needed project.

As you know. development and enhancement of our energy jn.frastrocture is one of OUr
nation's top goals. Energy infrastructure is particularly impO1"tant on Long Island, where groWth
in natural S~ demand 19 outpacmg growth in transportation capacity and supply and the electric
generation is in~QSing1y strained- Long Island needs new and repowered gas-fired power
plants for both ewnomic developmt:nt and enviromnental reasons. New natw"al gas supplies
fJ:o:m Eastern Canada provided by l-,lander East will augment existing supplies from th~
American Southwest and Western Cmada and foster the financing and consn-uction of new gas-
fired plants and thc conversion of older oil-fi,oo plants to cleaJler ga~fired plants. Just as
important are the benefitS to the reliability tlIld security of the regional energy transportation
system provided by a second separate Long Island connection with the interstate pipe1ine grid.

Additionally. the Nortbcast region as a whole will benefit from Islander East. The
conversion of Long Isl3Jld power plants from oil to gas win result in reduced emi$~ions flowing
into our region's air. In Connecticut, the new pipeline could help facilitate this oil-to.gas
con"Vcrsion consistem with Connecticut's landmark "Sooty Six" law. As noted in the recently
released ComprehCDs1ve As~~sment and Report by the Connecticut Task Force on Long Island
So\md, "New ga.~ pipeline capacity to Long Island could reduce the amount of fucl oil consumed,
which would provide regional air quaJity benefits that would bc enjuyed by Connecticut and
could reduce tne risk of oil spills into T..,ong IslaJ\d Sound as a result of fuel oil deliveries."
FurtJ'ler, the increase in the availability of natUral gas will reduce our region's dependence on
foreign oll--an important national security goal.

'n'~"" "" ..n"'.~ ..O~R
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In early 2001, I$lander East began the permitting process. .In September 2002,
recognizing the need £or a $~ond separate Long IslandSoW1d crossing system provimng new
access to Eastern Canadian gas, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commi$$.ion (FERC) issued a
certificate (or the Islander East pipe~e. This ~t~ive pro~ess included input from the New
England District and compJ~uonotan En'!irpnmenfaI Imp~t Statement. In January 2003. the
FERC reaffiTn1ed this certi;fiottion. New Y ork St~te aSeI)Cies have car=ful1y examined the
Islander .East proposal and isGued the approp~ate en.vjrOJUneil~ pennits consistent with the
FF.RC certiScation. .

Unfortunately, m May 2003. the New Engtan4 ~~t no~ed Islandcr Bast that, in the
coUrie of the Corps' pennitting prace!", it mtcnds t.o reopOll;.jss~S "al;I~sed and resolved during
the FPAC ~ew process. In ~u1ar. the New England ~Ct stated that it will use Q
different definition of the project's pUzpose in order to ~O$j4~ alt~~tiv~ roUteBt-:a matt~t"
wjthjn FERC's jurisdiction and eXpertise that received signitiCaQt:~~ dUring the proces$.

As you bow, iJJtoragency coordination for the review of ~~w ~gy infra&tructure
p{ojccts bas received much attention over the past several ye~' tesU1ri~g in two Exe~uUve
orders and an InterAgency Agreement recognizing that "the tim~ly authorlzarJon of new
interstate nanltal gaspipetine projects is essential to facilitate thcnafi9li's ability to meet the goal
of sufficient availability and use of natural gas-"

Th~ ~t statU$ofthe New §ndand District considetationo.rthe IsIand~East l?ioiect
is ,egmglctdv at odds ~ the noIici~~ of. the mt«allenc~ coordination embodied in- th~
Bxec .e d ~ cAe eD.t. A revieW by the New England DiStri~ of
issues akeady addressed and resolved bytbe BRC is duplica.tive. costly and time conSUlning.
and conflicts with the Corps' own regulatiotlS discouraging duplicative envircnmentsl review -

As members of the Long Island So\md Congressional Caucus. we notc that Islander East
wiD employ horizontal direct drilling (ffi)D) teclmology that !Dinim1Zes the need to dig a. trench
in a portion oftbe pipeline route. Well-regarded CDVlrottrnettta) conservation organizations ha"e
prais(d this tccbnique for helping to Significantly reduce the pipeline's impact on core
preservation arCa5. We expect that the New England District and Islander East will continuc: to
work together to protect these vital areas.

Once again, we respectfully request that you review the Ncw Endand District's
co~idcration of the Islander East permit applications to ensure consistency with applicab1e
Executive Orders and the mterAgenty agreement and to ensure. tWe1y review and approval of
the Islander Bast pennit applications. w~ thank you in advance for you attention to this matter
and stand read,. to assist you in your efforts.

Sincerely,

Member of Congress

to



< ~ # -1;:~i~;;2.--
-~~1~~~i~~~~~~!~~~

Member of Congress

~~~~~A~~~ ~
Member of Congress

-1 ~ ,~ "'"'"""'--
GARY L. ACKE!{MAN

Member of Congress
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Thc Honorable Spencer Abrallam
S~cretary .

Department of Hnergy
Washington, D.C. 20585-1000

The Honorable Pat Wood ill, {:hairman
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
888 FiT$l Street, N.E.
Wa.~hington, D.C. 20426

Ms. Vcronica Angll10
Wlutc House Task FOTce on Encrgy Project Streamlining
WH-l, Room 8£044
1000 Independence A venue, S. W.
Washington, V.C. 20585

Mr. Geot'gc Dunlop
Deputy Assistant Secretary ot-thc AmlY for Policy and JJcgj~tation
Office ofCivi\ Works, Department of the Army
108 AmlY Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20310-0108
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l\chumer asks PenragQn to review New EnglamJ Army C'orp,f
decision to delay a new natural gas pipeline to Long If/and~,
a move that appear1A- to violate a M,lY 2001 E,teCulive Order
from the Pre.fident

New pipeline could bring in fUel for 600,000 U homes and
fuel a new generation power planl.r;

US Senator Charles E. Schumer t()day took the New England
Di~trict of the Army Corps of Engilleers to task Lor delaying
the construction of a badly-needed natural gas pipeline to
Long Island. In a Jetter to Undersecrctary of the Anny Le.i;
Brownlee., SChlln1er said that the New England Divjsion'~
effolt'i are completely at odds with President Bush's pulicy
on the issue mId appear to violate a May 2001 Executive
Order from turn.

"I don't agree with eve1Y single one of Prt:~itl~nl Bush's
energy policies, but I'm with him on this one,," Schumer said.
"The New England Army Corps seem~ to be a rogue unit
acting against the orders of it~ Commandcr in Chief. It's mil
an, ok for too long and we need to stop it now. "

l'or over two ycars, the Islander Easl Pipeline Colnpany has
been applying for pern1its to build a 49.9-milc, 2-1-inch
natural gas pipclinc from North Haveo, COIUlecticut tuLung
T~land. Thc gas line wil! bring fuel to approxjmately 600,000
homes and is also expected to bc used to fuel a new
generation of power plants. Cun~t1-u(;ti()n on the pipelinc has
not begun.

In September 2002, the Federal Eller!,'Y Reg1UaTory
l;Olnm\ssil.)n (FERC:) i.'pprov~d the cerlit1Ci.l1.\On of this
pipclinc. 'j'his approval camc aftcr the comp)ction or an
t:'",nvironmental Impact Statement at1d aftcr thc Ncw EngJand
District ofthc Army Corps ofEnginccrs initially stlldied the
PT().jl:l;l. l;'ERC reaffumed this ce11ification in JallUalY 2003.

IJut in M,IY 2003, Iht:: Nt:w Engl<\nd Di$11i(~t orfh(~ Army
(-:orps of Engincers rever~ed its position and suddcnly tuld
T...lanul:r East that it 111tellt.1s to reO~)ell isS\les resolved c!orlIlg
the Ff,R(: r~vicw proccss, including basic dcci~ions like the
r(tutc the pipeline should take. Schumer noted that these
issues f"aillmdt=r ff-:RC'$ jurisdiction ,md rcc{:ivcd signific,ml
review during the approval process.

q.
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In tho latest move t(.~ stymie the pipeline, the New England
Division of the Army Corps of Rnginecrs announced that it
will begin holding public hearulgs about the pipeline. The
first hearing will be held in Bramord, Connecticut on August
5. No hcaring~ are planned anywhere in New York.

Schumer said that in reopening issues that have already been
resolved by FERC. thc officials .from tile New England
Division of the Army COlpS of Enginccrs appear to be actiDg
against the orders of President Bush. On May 1 8.. 2001,
President Bush signed Executive Order 3212 -Actions to
f:xpedite Energy-Related Projects. This documcnt ordered
federal agencies to "expeditc their review ot-pennits or takc
othcr action as neccssary" to accelerate the completion of
energy-rclatcd projCC!s.
As a result of the May 2001 Executive Order, an Interagency
Agreement wa... ",igned in .Tune 2002 between the
Dcpamnents of the Anny, Agriculture, (;ommcrcc, Intcrior,
Transportation, and Energy, the Advisory COlillCil on
Historic Preservation. the liedclaI Encrgy Regulatory
Commission, the Council on Environmental Quality, and the
Environmental Protcction Agency. This interagency
agreementl:oncluded tlllil "lht: tim~ly aulhorizalion ()fnew
inlerstate natural gas pipeline projecl.\' i... essential to facilitate
the nation's ability to meet the goal or sufficient availability
and use of natural gas."

Schumer told TJndersecretary llrownlcc that the New
England District's re-considcration of the Islander East
project is completely at odds with Bush Administration
policies detailed iJl both the Executive Ord{,'r and lh~~
Interagency Agreement. Schumer also noted that the New
England District of the ArnlY Corps of Engineers wanL~ to
review issues that wcrc already addre$$ed and resolved by
the FERC, which is duplicative, costly, ilnd time consuming

and violates the agency's own rcgulations discouraging
m1pli<;ative env;ronmenl.al review.

Schumer asked tJlld(.;r~~crt:l.i.try Rrownlec: l() review the New
Eng1and District of the Anny Corps ofEnginccrs al1d stop
lhen1 from delayi \lg the llew pipelille to I,ong T 5 lann.

-l-hc new pipeline is cru~ial to I"uture ecorn:lmic dcvclopmeTlt
On LOLlS I.51and hecau:ie growth in natura} gas demand on the
Island has been outpacing growth ill supply rOt" yem.s- And
while I,(mg Island currently receives most of its natlJral gas
{rom the AmeTlcan Southw(-:...t and Wcstcrn Canada, the llCW
pl]Jelinc would provide IJong I$land with gas Ir()m ":a~tem
Canada ()T the first timc.

lV
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Even Connccticut Governor Rowland's Task Force 011 JJong
Island Sound concludcd that, "New gas pipeliI1e capacity to
I..ong Island could reduce tile atnount of fuel oil consumed,
which would provide regional air quality benefits thal w,)uYd
be cnjoycd by Connecticut."

"Governor Rowland's task forcc said fllat Connecticut has to
tacilitatc the movement of energy in the region, and they arc
right. The added bonus is that it could help clean IIp our air ",
it'", a win-win tor cvcryone,'1 Schumer said.

###


