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July 31,2002
B1I F4CSi8dle (282) 482-4193 aItd R~ M.il

JaQ1ea R. Walpo1c, bq.
GmeJ"al Counsel
u.s. Dq>arunent of Commerce
National Occanic cd A1mospheric AdmiDi5tration
WashinltOD, D.C. 20230

Re; Riv~r, lDe.', Reqam to PaJ1idpate as Amieui iD the
Consistmcy Appeal Qf ~i~--.ID. pjpeliae Company. L.P. to
the u.s. Secretary of Commerce hnunt to tJ&e Coastal Zone
Maaae:emeD.t Acf.l' U.s.C. Il~i

Dear l';fr. Waipole:

By this I~ , R.iv«keeper J Inc. ("Rivcrkecper") respectfully iequ~ts that it be
il'anted the opporttmity to participate iD the above-rcferenced co~is-cy 8.ppeal (tbc
.'Appeal") as an amiCI/S. or friend of the Secretary of Commerce (the .'Secretary"').
R.iverkeeper submit5 that it should. be "grantm amiClL! status in this proceeding in view of
the. fact that., by vilt\Jc of its extmsive ex.perienoe with the issues Setmane to the Appea.l,
R.ivel'k:ecper bas unparalleled aocess to information releYant to the developman1 of the
administrative'lecord, which will be helpful to the Secretaly in making w decision on
the Appeal. ~ Lsttar to Neil L. Levy) Esq. frm:n lame! R. WaJpol~ Esq. dated' Ju1}' 17.
2002 (the .oJuly l~ Letter) at 3 (graDtin& ami~UB Statui to Ihe Village of Croton-on-
H~on ill recognitjon of its unique 8tCCSS to r~levant infOnhation.))

.Riverkceper is an indepe~ member supported, D.ot-for-p!Qfjt enviromnen(al
orgaojzation with officca in OaaiioJl and White Plains, New York. Our misaiOfl is to
pr-otect .the envirohma\ta1. ~r-eatlonal, and commmcia1 intsgrlty of the H~on River
8nd its tn~es; aod to 88fe~ the drlnk:iDg water supply of New York City and
West~~ Co\mty. We carry out this IniMion using h8rd--bitting.litilauo~ adVOC8l:Y,
and public ~)'.~~on in comm~cs and schools. Our constituents retl~ the di'Versc
Hudson. RiV8' Valley: from urban dweller:l in New York City, to local fish~ in
W~chcsta: Cowty, to -wmking olasa r.miUes iIi.Nr8.1 upstBl:e comm1miti~. AS part of
our million, we oftal. pertioipatc in thc t-eview of dcvc~mmt proposals likc1y to have
an advene impact OD water qga1ity and the natural enOJjmnment.

For more than thirty-five (35) ycan, Rivaeeper iQd. its predecessor o..s3n~Uon
have been watcl1do~ for tho health and protection of the Hudson River. Ri"edceeper
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originated 'ftom an idea imported ftom :E.ngland by tho author Robert Doyle, who fo,unlJed
thc Hudson River Fishermen's Association in 1966, which led the :firIt pro8C~utioDS. ever
of industrial poUUlen In the United ~, In 1.983, dlc Hudson R.iVe4 FISherm(;U's
AssociatiOb hired lohn CroniD. a mrm.a: commercial ~ ud cong.:cSSional aide. to
patrol the Hudson Rjv.- fi1B timc. kivClkoep~ ~ dlua born as a privately-NDded t\on~
govemmon1al organization led by a ~1.'fime public advocate for the Riv'...

In 1984, attcmey Robert F. Keonedy 1r. joined Rivakeep«, b~min,g it» chief
prosecuting attomey in 1993. AloDg with Karl CoplaD, he. co-directs the Pace
Environmmtal Utigation Clinic. whale ten (10) .studentS and two (2) PJDr...OIa 00
notmng but pros~ Hudson River po11utas. To date) R.iv~.:~ and its network of
citizen-watcbdop have pro~ o~ 300 c!1VIrODmeAt8J 1A~ on behalf of a
coD8tibJet1cy ofthOUSlnds. Ri.,Q'.-eepeI' has a staff of ...'en auomeys. a policy 8cUelyst. a
watershed analyst, an educator. and its own boa captain, who reguJar1y plies the Hudson

River-

Riv.a.,.. has played. a crltical role in the ~talization of'd1c Hudson River- In
the 1960.5. the Hudson RiVt:1' was coD8idered In OpeD aewcr. Tod..y. m no small part due
to RimkccPer'S effortB, the Hudlon is thc only large river in the North Atlantic that
ret3iIJS 5 trong s pawl1iDl s toOks o f it s e ntjJe c ollecUoD o f his t'oricat ID igIa1or)' s pecies.
ThM.P' fish S\1ppOrt're~nal and o~ercial tlsberies along the Atlauuc coast wOl'th

hundteds of mllilODS of doUars.

Rivelkeepa' has been jnvol~ in these proceedin~ from the begilming of the
envjxonmattal review pIO{;-. If gralrted -CJI$ status) Rivexk:.~per witl provide
valuable insight mto Mm~~ .$. proposal to "crOH the Hudson River a t HavcJstraw
Bay. wbicb ii.one of the prime spawning area that Rivel"keepu h8s walked di1igaltly to
restore and plOtec:t. AS a rmult of decades of expaience, Bjverlceepcr has a unique
-=ye Ob the proposed projec-t, tu imp~ within the coJstal zone and altemat1v~
tO the cUITmt propotal. We look forward to assistiD& the Secretary in the Deparbnent's

review.

In myevent, in l~t of the present briefhlg schedule, whercin Mil1onn1um.ts brief
'must now be. filed by August 12, RivcrkeepCr ~y "quests an accelerated

x.~onsc to ~ iD8tant requost for anIiC1I.t status.
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cc: Karl D. Gleaves, Etq.
Assl Oell.eral CO\mBel for Ocea Servi~


