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Congress of the Enited States
BHouse of BVepresentatibes
®ashingten, BE 20515

Tanuery 9, 2003

The Honoreble Donald L., Evans

Secretary of Commerce

Herbert C. Hoover Building

... 14th Street and Constitution Avernus, N.'W,
. Washington, D.C. 20230

Deat Mr. Secretary:

: ‘We are writing today in reference to an appeal which has been submitted by Islander East,
LLC to overtura the October 15, 2002 denial issued by the Stats of Connecticut Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) rcgardmg the proposed construction of the lelander East Pipeline.
As you may know, the pipeline would extond thwough five Connecticut commmities, mcluding
Branford, Connecticut, wheare it would entez the Long Island Sound and continue to Shorebam, New
York.

Alfter thorough review, the Connecticut DEP determined that the project was not cousistent
with the State’s federally approved Coastal Zonc Management Program (CZMP). The DEP found
that, &s proposed, the construction and installation would heve negative impacts on water quality,
shellfish habitat, water dependant use, and tidal wetlands. In our discussions with the DEP, we have
also been informed of their serions concerns with the potential damage that will be caused to the
Sound’s bottom with the installation of this pipeline, Construction estitnates indicate that the trench
necded for installation would spav between 75 and 260 feet along the 23 mile crossing. These
estinates do oot include the potential scarring which may be cansed by the dragging anchors, 15 feet
in length, which would be used to stabilize the installation equipment during the three crossings
which are proposed to complate installation.

In addition to the DEP’s objections, the Islander East project has also boen reviewed by
several federal agencies in accordance with the Netional Environmental Policy Act and the Clean
Air Act To date, both the United States Envirommental Protection Agency and the United States
Figh and Wildlife Service have expressed numerous concerns with the proposed project. -

With the installation of the Iroquois natural gas pipeline only a decadc ago, Connecticut
residents have witnessed the severe and irreversible damnage that can ba esused by such a project.
Despite the fact that a less environmentally damaging alternative routs hae been identified, not oaly
by the DEP, but by the Fedegal Pnargy Regulatory Commuission (FERC), FERC has refused to
congider this altemative in concart with the Islander Bast proposal. The Islander East proposal is
simply not the best proposal when considering the environmental rigks.
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While we fully undezstand that there are energy needs which must be met in the Long Island
Region, we do not believe that Coanecticut or the Long Island Sound ehould shoulder the
tremendous snviropmenta) burden this project would create 1o resolve Long Leland's power demmnds.

W We hope that you will consider these ismues, a8 well as those conccrns ralsed by the DEP and
- federalrogulatary agencies, throughout your review of Iolandec East's appeal. We strongly urge you
| to uphold the October 15, 2002 decision issued by the Comnectiout Department of Environmental
* Protection.

We appreciate your cousideration of this matter und ask that you notify our officcs when the
General Conncil's office determinea the schedule of this appeal

Sincerely,

J.DODD

lz..%ﬂ..,_

© ROSAL Dadl
i Member of Cangress

R SHAYS
Menb Congress




UNITED STATES ODEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Navionsi Ooceanic snd Acmospheric Adminiscration
Washington, D.C. 28230

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL

JAN 1 6 2003

The Honorable Chnistopher J. Dodd
United States Senaite
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Dodd:

Thank you for your co-signed letter regarding the Islander East Pipeline Company’s
admimstrative appeal {iled under the Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) and currently
pending before the Department of Commerce. The National Oceanic and Atmosphenc
Administration (NOAA) processes many aspccts of CZMA appeals for the Secretary of
Commercc, and thercforc was asked to respond to your inquiry.

Wnting m support of the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection’s (Connecticut)
position on this matter, you ask that we carefully consider various issues and concems regarding
the proposed construction of the Islander East pipeline. Pleasc be assured that we have already
begun the process of developing an admimstrative record, which will include briefs and
supplementary information submitted by Connecticut and [stander East, as well as comments and
malerials received from the public and interested Federal agencies. In this regard, enclosed is a
copy of the initial briefing schedule issucd recenily to the parties. Also, a Federal Register notice
providing general information to the public about the appeal, including a public comment period,
will be published later this month.

We will add your letter to the appeal’s administrative record and look forward to receiving any
information you belicve to be helpful to the Secretary in deciding this appeal.

Thank you again for your correspondence on this itnportant issue.
Sincercly,

Lames R Wit

James R. Walpole
General Counscl

Enclosure




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Nationsi Oceanie and Atmospheric Administration
Waeshington. 0.C. 20230

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL

JAN 1 6 2003

The Honorable Joscph . Lieberman
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Lieberman:

Thank you for your co-signed letter regarding the Islander East Pipeline Company’s
administrative appeal filed under the Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) and currently
pending before the Department of Commerce. Thc National Occanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) processcs many aspects of CZMA appeals for the Secretary of
Commerce, and therefore was asked to respond to your inquiry.

Writing in support of the Connecticut Department of Environmcntal Protcction’s (Connecticut)
position on this malter, you ask that we carefully consider vanous issues and concerns regarding
the proposed construction of the Islander East pipelinc. Please be assured that we have alrcady
begun the process of developing an administrative record, which will include briefs and
supplementary information submitted by Connecticut and Islander East, as well as comments and
materials received from the public and intercsted Federal agencies. In this regard, enclosed is a
copy of the initial briefing schedule issued recently to the parties. Also, a Federal Register notice
providing gencral information to the public about the appeal, including a public comment period,
will be published fater this month.

We will add your letter to the appeal’s administrative record and look forward to receiving any
information you belicve to be helpful to the Sccretary in deciding this appeal.

Thank you again for your correspondence on this important issue.
Sincercly,

Gares K Wikt

James R. Walpole
Gencral Counsel

Enclosure




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Nsavionsi Qceanie and Atmospheric Administration
Wagzhnington D.CC. 20230

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL

JAN 1 6 2003

The Honorable Rosa L. DeLauro
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Del.auro:

Thank you for your co-signed letter regarding the Islander Fast Pipeline Company's
administrative appeal filed under the Coastal Zone Managecment Act (CZMA) and currently
pending before the Department of Commerce. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administratipn (NOAA) proccsses many aspects of CZMA appeals for the Secretary of
Commerece, and thercfore was asked to respund to your inquiry.

Writing in support of the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection’s (Connecticut)
position on this matter, you ask that we carefully consider various issues and concerns regarding
the proposed construction of the Islander East pipcline. Please be assurcd that we have already
begun the process of developing an administrative record, which will include briefs and
supplementajy information submitted by Connecticut and Islander East, as well as comments and
materials v%)i(vcd from the public and interested Federal agencies. In this regard, enclosed is a
copy of the ipitial bnefing schedule issued recently to the parties. Also, a Federa] Register notice
providing general information to the public about the appcal, including a public comment period,
will be published later this month.

We will add[ your letter to the appeal’s administrative record and look forward to receiving any
informationjyou believe to be helpful to the Secretary in deciding this appcal.

Thank you *gain for your correspondence on this important issuc.

Sincerely,

ﬁm«) R gt
ames R. Walpole '

General Counscl

Enclosure




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Ocsanic and Atmospheric Adminiatration
Washington. 0.C. 20230

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL

JAN 1 6 2003

The Honorablg Rob Simmons
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, P.C. 20515

Dear Represeptative Simmons:

Thank you fot your co-signed letier regarding the Islander East Pipeline Company’s
administrativé appeal filed under the Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) and currently
pending befofe the Department of Commerce. The National Occanic and Atmosphetic
Administratign (NOA A) processes many aspects of CZMA appeals for the Secretary of
Commerce, and therefore was asked to respond to your inquiry.

Writing in support of the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection’s (Connecticut)

position on this matter, you ask that we carcfully consider various issucs and concems regarding
the proposed|construction of the Islander East pipelinc. Plcase be assured that we have already
begun the p of developing an administrative record, which will include briefs and

information submitted by Connccticut and Islander East, as well as comments and

materials regeived from the public and interested Federal agencies. In this regard, enclosed is a
copy of the ipitial briefing schedule issued recently to the partics. Also, a Federal Reguster notice

eral information to the public about the appeal, including a public comment period,
hed later this month.

providing
will be publ

We will add your letter to the appeal’s administrative record and look forward to recciving any
informationfyou believe to be helpful to the Secretary in deciding this appeal.

Thank you 4gain for your correspondence on this important issue.
Sincercly,
¢ James K. Walpole
General Counsel

Enclosure




UNITED STATRS DEPARTMENT OF COMMEBRGCE
National Oooanic and Atmbapheric Administration
Wazshington DC. 20230

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL

JAN 1 6 2003

The Honorablke Nancy L. Johnson
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, P.C. 20515

Dcar Representative Johnson:

Thank you for your co-signed letter regarding the Islander East Pipeline Company’s
administrative appeal filed under the Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) and currently
pending befoge the Department of Commerce. The National Occanic and Atmospheric
Administratign (NOAA) proccsses many aspects of CZMA appeals for the Secretary of
Commerce, 3nd thcreforc was asked to respond to your inquiry.

rt of the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection’s (Connecticut)
is matter, you ask that wc carefully consider vanous issues and concems regarding
construction of the Islander East pipeline. Pleasc be assured that we have already
sess of developing an administrative record, which will include briefs and
information submitted by Connccticut and Islander East, as well as comments and
ived from the public and interested Federal agencies. In this regard, enclosed is a

Writing in sy
position on

copy of the initial briefing schedule issued recently to the parties. Also, a Fcderal Register notice
providing gdneral information to thc public about the appeal, mncluding a public comment period,

will be publjshed later this month.

We will add your lctter to the appeal’s administrative record and look forward (0 receiving any
information| you believe to be helpful to the Secretary in deciding this appeal.

‘Thank you *ga.in for your comrespondence on this important issue.
Sincerely,

Gt K Wopsee

James R. Walpole
General Counsel

Enclosure




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
Weshington. D.C. 20230

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL

JAN 1 6 2003

U.S. House of Representatives

The Honorable Christopher Shays
.C. 20515

Washington,
Dear Representative Shays

Thank you fof your co-signed letter rcgarding the Islander East Pipeline Company’s
administrative appeal filed under the Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) and currently
pending befofe the Department of Commerce. The National Oceanic and Atmosphcric
Administratign (NOAA) processes many aspects of CZMA appeals for the Secretary of
Commerce, and therefore was asked to respond 1o your inquiry. '

Writing in support of the Connccticut Dcpartment of Environmental Protection’s (Connccticut)
position on this matter, you ask that we carelully consider vanious issues and concemns regarding
the proposed construction of the Islander East pipelin¢. Please be assured that we have already

begun the prpcess of developing an administrative record, which will include bricfs and
supplementafy information submitted by Connecticut and Islander East, as well as comments and
matcrials redeived from the public and interested Fedcral agencies. In this regard, enclosed is a

copy of the ipitial bricfing schedule issued recently to the parties. Also, a Federal Register notice
providing general information to the public about the appeal, including a public comment period,

will be published later this month.

We will add|your lettcr to the appeal’s administrative record and look forward to receiving any
information jyou believe to be helpful to the Sccretary in deciding this appcal.

Thank you again for your corrcspondence on this important issue.
Sincerely,

Lot R Wil

James R. Walpole
General Counsel

Enclosure




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMEBRCE
National Ocsanic and Atmospharic Adminigtration
Wwashingvon, 0.C. 20230

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL

JAN 162003

The Honorable John B. Larson
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, P.C. 20515

Dear Representative Larson

Thank you for your co-signed letter regarding the Islander East Pipeline Company’s
administrative appeal filed under the Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) and currently
pending before the Department of Commerce. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) processcs many aspects of CZMA appeals for the Secretary of
Commerce, and therefore was asked to respond to your mquiry.

Writing in support of the Connecticut Departinent of Environmental Protection’s (Connccticut)
position on this matter, you ask that we carcfully consider vanous issues and concerns regarding
the proposed construction of the Istander East pipcling. Please be assured that we have already
begun the process of developing an administrative record, which will includc briefs and
supplementary information submitted by Connecticut and Islander East, as well as comunents and
materials recéived from the public and intercsted Federal agencics. In this regard, enclosed is a
copy of the initial briefing schedulc issued recently to the parties. Also, a Federal Rezister notice
providing general information to the public about the appeal, including a public comment period,
will be published later this month.

We will add your letter to the appeal’s administrative record and look forward to rcceiving any
information you believe (0 be helpful to the Secretary in deciding this appeal.

Thank you again for your correspondence on this important issue.

Sincercly,
James R. Walpole

General Counsel

Enclosure




