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October 20, 2003

Brdnden S. Blum, Esq.
Office of Assistant General Counscl for Ocean Services
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
United States Dcpartmcnt of Commerce
1305 East-West Highway
SSMC-4, Rm. 6111
Silvcr Spring, MD 20910 By Facsimile: (.-JOl) 713.4408

(516) 832.7555

RE: Appeal of Islander East Pipen"e Co.
Scheduling of Brief and Close of Record

DeaT Mr. Blum:

Pursuant tn ynur request at last week's conference can with Mr. Amoroso or Islandcr, the
State of Connecticut through its Dcpartnlent of Environmental Protection proposes the following
briefing schcdulc to take the panies to lhe closc of the admillistrall ve record.

Islander East Reply brief due on Deccmbcrl, 2003

..

State of Connecticut Rcply brief due on January 15, 2004

I~lculdcr East sulTeply blicf(ifany) due on January 30,2004

Decision Record closes, .Tanuary 31, 2004.

As noled in last wcck"g conference call, the State's suggestcd schedule is based upon two
scts of con51deralions. First and foremosl, thc State should have thc ability to assess the contcnts
of the public hearing proccss, including transcripts and filings. Thc public comment period
closes on Novcmbcr 20,2003. Tslandcr East's proposed schl.'dule wou1d not givc lhc State
sufficient time to deal witl1 that portion of the record prior to filing its only further opponunily to
persuade thc Secretary not to override the Department of Environmcntal Protection's objcction to
coasta1 consislcncy [or the Islandcr East project. Secondly, the undersigned is scheduled to
commencc trial in an environmental enforcemcnt proceedillg on D(,-cember 16,2003. Thc matter
has becn put over from Scptcmber, and it must go forward. Thc undersigned thcrctore reques15
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suffici~nllime witlul1 which to prepare the State's papcrs in this matter. Finally, and again as
noted in thc October J6, 2003 conference call, the scheduled proposed by thc State is reasonable
and does not pTe,judlce Islandcr East's appeal with any undue delay.

DHW:mt

cc: Jane K. Stahl, Deputy Commissioner
K imbcrly P. Massicotte, Assistant Attomcy General


