Jerry C. Shaw

188 Thimble Islands Road
Branford, CT 06405
November 9, 2003

The Office of the General Counsel for Ocean Services
NOAA

U.S. Department of Commerce

1305 East-West Highway

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Re: Islander East Pipeline Appeal
Dear Sir:

On November 5, 2003, | gave a presentation to NOAA staff members at the New Haven
Omni Hotel on the problems and potential risks associated with the dispersal of
contaminated sediments and their impact on the Browns Reef area of Connecticut’s
Thimble Islands. Thisletter is an expansion on that presentation.

In the written copy of that presentation, | make reference to a presentation by Dr. Johan
Varekamp of Wesleyan University, given on August 5, 2003 at the Army Corps of
Engineers hearing on Islander East’s Clean Water Act application. In order to place these
proceedings into the record, | have attached them to this communication as Appendix A.
This document may also be viewed on the Web at the URL

Please see pp. 95-97 of the above document, where Dr. Varekamp makes three points that
further document my assertion that contaminated sediments present areal risk to the food
chain of blackfish in reefs all along the proposed Islander East pipeline path. (1) a
contaminant study by Mecray , Buchholtz and Brink that was published in the Journal of
Coastal Research and submitted by Islander East in its FERC FEIS, only studied surface
contaminants; (2) as these contaminants are dispersed, the finer particles that disperse
greater distances, contain the mgority of the heavy-metal contamination, thus the
predicted dispersal distances characteristic of the bulk of the sediment is not indicative of
the far reaches of potential risk to the food chain of the blackfish, and; (3) Dr. Varekamp
also cites the frequency at which disrupted sediments rel ease the sources for algal
blooms, which can be devastating to shellfish (e.g. blue mussels), which provide afood
source for blackfish.

There is afourth issue associated with dispersed sediments. It is commonly known that
tautogs hibernate in cold northern waters when temperatures extend below 5 degrees
Celsius. Please consult areference to this behavior in NOAA Technical Memorandum
NMFS-NE-118, “ Tautog (Tautoga onitis) Life History and Habitat Requirements’ ,
Frank W. Steimlel and Patricia A. Shaheen, page 25. This reference can be seen on the
Web at the URL [NOAA websitel. Unfortunately, hibernation occurs during the winter



http://www.nae.usace.army.mil/projects/ct/islandereast/transcript8-5.pdf
http://www.nae.usace.army.mil/projects/ct/islandereast/transcript8-5.pdf

construction windows for pipeline and cable installation. Hibernating blackfish will not
be able to purge their gills of sediment build-ups, resulting in possible significant
mortality.

The installation of the Islander East pipeline through the Thimbles represents an
unacceptable environmental risk to avery unique recreational fishery, with a substantial
economic impact on Branford’s economy. As noted in my previous presentation, the
Thimble Islands are a unique haven, and contain marine life that is at risk in other regions
of Long Island Sound, thus are deserving of Marine Protected Area designation.

Adding to these concerns are the many substantial delaysin Duke/Algonquin’s
installation of the HubLine pipeline that crosses Massachusetts Bay. Please see recent
newspaper articles on this subject in Appendix B. The trench for this pipeline was open
for several months because of unanticipated winter weather-related issues, resulting in a
$5 million fine paid to the State of Massachusetts (see Appendix C). Thereis no reason to
believe that such delays will not occur during the installation of Islander East, thereby
placing the environment of the Thimble Islands in significant jeopardy. Please see the
Massachusetts Marine Fisheries call for documented damages (see Appendix F).

Installation of a pipeline through the Thimble Islands can be avoided. Thereisa
practicable alternative, using existing infrastructure, which, in fact, may cost less than the
Islander East preferred route, and, which by FERC’s own analysis, would have a
significantly less environmental impact. It should be noted that 20 % of Iroquoisis
owned by KeySpan, one of the co-owners of Islander East, thus there are very few
practical businessimpedimentsto ajoint project between Duke Energy, KeySpan and
Iroquois. There are no improvements to Connecticut’s natural gas infrastructure to be
accrued by the Islander East pipeline. Algonquin’s pipeline is aready under contract
through HubLine to bring Sable Island 20,000 Dth/d of gas transportation services to
Southern Connecticut Gas Company, without Islander East (see Appendix D).

There is substantial uncertainty in estimates of Scotian Shelf reserves necessary to feed
Maritimes Phase Il (see Websites ENCANA'’ s delay of the Deep Panuke Project|, and
theBlue Atlantic project cancellation|based on lack of Scotion Shelf natural gasat: ) In
fact, Islander East, in response to a FERC September, 2001 interrogatory (see Appendix
E), suggests that very little of the natural gas planned to be transported through their
pipeline will come from such sources (through HubLine), and most will come from
current Gulf and western Canadian sources through Connecticut’ s existing natural gas
infrastructure (Iroquois, Tennessee and Algonquin pipelines).

Please deny Islander East’ s appeal of Connecticut’s Coastal Zone Management Program
consistency requirements.

Sincerely,


http://www.encana.com/news_and_views/4_0_20030214_1.shtml
http://www.energycapital.org/Energy_Capital/EnergyCa.nsf/0/10828BD4CA153E1BA3256CA0005977D1?OpenDocument&Web

Jerry C Shaw
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HEARI NG RE: ALGONQUI N GAS/ | SLANDER EAST
AUGQUST 5, 2003

Ver bati m Proceedi ngs of Speakers in a
Public Hearing before the United States Arny Corps of
Engi neers, in Re: Al gonquin Gas/lslander East Public
Hearing, held on August 5, 2003 at 7:10 p.m, at the
Branford H gh School, Branford, Connecti cut

MODERATOR LARRY RCSENBERG  (Good eveni ng
and wel cone to this public hearing regarding the permt
application submtted by Al gonquin Gas Transm ssion and
| sl ander East Pipeline on the proposed construction of
conpressor station in Connecticut and the construction of
a natural gas pipeline from Connecticut to New York. M
nane is Larry Rosenberg, |'m Chief of Public Affairs for
the United States Arny Corps of Engineers for New Engl and.

| will be your noderator and your facilitator this
eveni ng.

Qur Hearing O ficer tonight is Col onel
Thomas Koni ng the Commander and District Engi neer of the
United States Arny Corps of Engineers in New Engl and.
Shoul d you need copi es of the public notice, the hearing
procedures or other pertinent information is avail abl e at

the registration table. 1 should point out that the Corps

PCST REPORTI NG SERVI CE
HAMDEN, CT (800) 262-4102
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of Engi neers has nade no decision regarding the permt
application in question.

The agenda for the public hearing is
following this introduction Colonel Koning will address
the hearing. Then the permt applicant will discuss the
permt application. | wll then review the Corps of
Engi neers responsibility to this process and explain the
hearing procedures. Following that | will open the fl oor
to public conmment wutilizing our hearing protocol.

Before we begin 1'd like to rem nd you of
the inportance of filling out the green cards that are
avai |l abl e at the door. The cards serve two purposes.
First, they let us knowthat you re interested in this
permt so we can keep you inforned. Secondly, it provides
nme a list of those who wi sh to speak tonight. If you did
not conplete a card, but wish to speak or receive future
information regarding this permt, one will be provided at
the registration table.

For your conveni ence an additi onal
st enographer is avail able near the registration area
shoul d you wi sh to provide comment on the record wi thout
the inpedinment of tinme restriction rather than maki ng a
formal presentation. These statenments along with any

wi t ness statenents received toni ght receive equa

PCST REPORTI NG SERVI CE
HAMDEN, CT (800) 262-4102
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consi deration with those coments present ed.

One additional comment, we are here to
recei ve your conmments, not enter into any di scussion of
t hose coments or to reach any concl usions. Any questions
that you have should be directed to the record and not to
the individuals on the panel. Thank you. Ladies and
gent | emen, Col onel Koni ng.

HEARI NG OFFI CER KONI NG Good evening. 1'd
like to wel cone you today to this public hearing on
request for a permt fromthe A gonquin Gas Transm ssion
Conpany and the Islander East Pipeline Conpany to conplete
an upgrade to certain Algonquin facilities and to
construct a new interstate natural gas conpressor station
in Connecticut to construct and operate approxinately 49.9
linear mles of new 24-inch natural gas pipeline
conmenci ng froman existing station here in New Haven and
terminating in plain power plants in Brookhaven and
Cal verton, New York

|"d Iike to thank you for involving
yoursel f in this environnental due process. Please feel
free to bring up any and all topics that you feel need to
be addressed on and discussed on the record. | assure you
that all of your comrents will be addressed during this

process. | am Col onel Thomas Koni ng, Commander and

PCST REPORTI NG SERVI CE
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District Engineer for the New England District of the
United States Arny Corps of Engineers. Qur headquarters
is in Concord, Massachusetts.

O her Corps of Engineers representatives
with nme tonight include Bob Assista (phonetic), right here
nmy Chief of Permits in the forestry section for our
regul atory office. Cori Rose the Project Manager for this
specific permt. Joe MacNamara, out in the audience from
our O fice of Counsel, and you already net Larry Rosenberg
who is facilitating our public hearing.

Tonight’s hearing is being conducted as
part of the Corps of Engi neers regulatory program solely
to listen to your comments. | would like to briefly
review the Corps of Engineers’ responsibilities in this
process.

First, the Corps jurisdiction in this case
reside in Section 404 of the O ean Water Act that
regul ates the discharge of fill material in the waters of
the United States to include wetlands. And in Section 10
of the Rivers and Harbors Acts, which authorize the Corps
to regulate structures and work in navigable waters of the
United States.

A second detailed regul ations that expl ains

our procedures for evaluating permts of this sort and

PCST REPORTI NG SERVI CE
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applications is located in Title 33 of the Code of Federal
Regul ations parts (indiscernible).

And thirdly, the decisions of the Board
rest upon several inportant factors and those factors
include in accordance with the Federal O ean Water Act the
project must conply with Federal (indiscernible)

Qui del i nes, which are the Federal Environmenta

Regul ations covering the water to wetlands. |n accordance
with those regulatory statutes and authorities our
decision to issue a permt will be based on eval uati on of
t he aqua inmpact activity on the public interest. Qur
decision will reflect the National concern for both
protection and utilization of our Nation s water

resour ces.

The benefits that may reasonably approve
fromthis proposal nust be bal anced agai nst the reasonably
foreseen detrinments. |n accordance with the National
Envi ronment Policy Act any project that significantly
i mpacts the environment nmust have an environnental inpact
statement. In this case, the Federal Energy Regul atory
Conmi ssi on, known as FERC, is the |eading Federal agency
for that environmental inpact statenent.

Al'l factors which may be relevant to the

proposal will be considered prior to our naking a decision

PCST REPORTI NG SERVI CE
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to approve or deny the permt. And those factors include,
but are not limted to, conservation, econom cs,
esthetics, inpacts to the environnent, fish and wildlife
val ues, navigation, recreation, water supply, food
production and in general the need and wel fare of the
peopl e of Connecticut and of the people of the United
St at es.

Lastly, Federal |aw requires the Corps can
only issue pernmt to the | east environnentally danagi ng
practicable alternative. The Corps nust eval uate
alternatives to avoid or mnimze inpacts on water and
wet|l ands of the United States. There are two basic parts
of the final selection process. First, an analysis is
conducted to -- of all the available alternatives to
determ ne practicability. Second, the final alternative
nmust be the | east environnental |y danagi ng.

In determning practicability the Corps
consi ders factors such as cost, safety, technica
feasibility and community inpacts. |If these types of
i npacts are severe the Corps may rule out alternatives
even if they are |l ess environnmental |y damagi ng. However,
once a pool of practical alternatives are determ ned the
Corps can then only permt the |east environnentally

damagi ng alternative on the waters and wetl ands of the

PCST REPORTI NG SERVI CE
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United States.

I n accordance with the President’s policy
of cost to wetlands we strive to mtigate for unavoi dabl e
i mpacts. Subsequent to any determ nation of the |east
environnental |y damagi ng practical alternative the Corps
conducts a broad policy based review This hearing is
part of that review Al facets effecting the public will
be included in our evaluation and that’s what your
conments tonight will help us reach the appropriate
deci si on.

A record of this hearing will renmain open
and witten comments nmay be submtted tonight, or by mil),
until August 15'", 2003 and all comments will receive equa
consideration with anything that is said here this
evening. And again, as Larry nentioned, to date no
deci si on has been nmade by the Corps of Engineers in regard
tothis permt. It is nmy responsibility to evaluate both
t he environnental and soci oeconomi cal inpacts prior to
maki ng a decision. In order to acconplish that, that’s
why we’re asking for your input.

You are critical to this process, that your
voi ce be heard, and | think you for taking your tine to be
here tonight to be a part of the process.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir.

PCST REPORTI NG SERVI CE
HAMDEN, CT (800) 262-4102
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Ladi es and gentlemen, if you need to take your jackets
off, please, it’s kind of warm W'l call that the Tom
Koning diet plan. Ladies and gentlenen, representing the
Applicant, M. Joe Rei nenann.

MR JCE REI NEMANN: CGood evening. M/ nane
is Joe Reinemann and |’ mthe Environnental Project Manager
for Islander East Pipeline Conpany. |'mhere tonight to
present the project overview before we hear public
comment .

As a lot of you are aware the Islander East
Pi peline Project involves the transportation of 260, 000
dekat herns of natural gas per day via a second separate
pi peline to Long Island. The Islander East project wll
provi de a new conpetitive clean burning supply of fuel and
ensure greater volune flexibility to the energy
infrastructure of the northeast.

The project’s facilities constitute
approximately 50 mles of 24-inch interstate natural gas
pi peline, buried steel pipeline. That includes about 10.2
m | es of piped new construction on |land in Connecti cut.
Approximately 11 mles of offshore pipe in Connecticut
waters of Long Island Sound. Approxinmately 11.6 mles of
of fshore pipe in the State waters of New York and Long

| sland Sound and 17 mles of underground pipe on | and on

PCST REPORTI NG SERVI CE
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Long I sl and.

Additionally, there is one conpressor
station proposed for the project in Cheshire, Connecticut.
The map behind nme gives you a feeling of the geographic
context of the project fromthe conpressor station site in
Cheshire, Connecticut and then the new construction al ong

Connecticut beginning in North Haven proceedi ng al ong

exi sting Al gonquin pipelines there, to the point where it
joins the existing Tilcon or Branford Steam Railroad in
North Branford.

Alittle project background. Islander East
applied to the Federal Energy Regul atory Conmm ssion, or
FERC, in June 2001. FERC issues a prelimnary
determ nation, which is a confirmation of need i n Decenber
2001. FERC then issued a certificate for the project in
Sept enber 2002. |In January and February 2003 t he New York
-- State of New York issued coastal zone nanagenent
consi stency and Section 401 water quality certificates for
the project respectively. W’'re currently working for an
in-service date for the project in Novenber 2004.

| wanted to touch on some changes to the
project fromthe application that we filed with FERC to
the project that was finally certificated by FERC. |’ m

going to run through briefly just three variation, two of

PCST REPORTI NG SERVI CE
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themare in Connecticut, one of themis in Long Island.

The first route variation is referred to as the

Marshal ling Yard Variation. To get you oriented, this is
Pl easant Point -- Pleasant Point and Tilcon Branford Steam
Rail road has a multi-track Marshalling Yard stagi ng area.
The original proposal had pipeline comng down the east
side of the tracks, as you see there, and then crossing

Pl easant Point Road at that point and then cutting back
over to the other side of the tracks.

The project has been nodified to include a
cross over north of that Marshalling Yard area and then
parallel to the Marshalling Yard to the west side of the
track. The effect of that cross over is that it
el i m nates about 1,000 feet of forested wetland crossing
and decreases the project wetland i npacts by about three
acres.

The second route variation that | want to
run through in Connecticut is referred to as the Goss Pond
Variation. To get you oriented again, this is the Amtrak
Rai |l road right up there, and obviously Juniper Point right
there. At this point the pipeline is proposed to paralle
the Branford Steam Railroad on the west side of the tracks
and then deviate fromthat location at this point. The

purpose of that is to avoid a snmall pond. The variation

PCST REPORTI NG SERVI CE
HAMDEN, CT (800) 262-4102



© 00 ~N oo o B~ w N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO O B W N +—» O©O

12
HEARI NG RE: ALGONQUI N GAS/ | SLANDER EAST
AUGQUST 5, 2003

i nvol ves not deviating, staying close to the railroad and
crossing the pond, the pipe would be installed beneath the
pond. The effect of that is it decreases the inpact on
the Branford Land Trust and the slopes in that area.

Very briefly, there’s one route change in
New York and that’s for a lateral facility, which is
referred to as the Calverton Lateral. W originally filed
that parallel to State Route 25A. W al so eval uated an
alternative for that along State Route 25. During the
envi ronnental revi ew process Federal Energy Regul atory
Commi ssion determ ned that Route 25 alternative was
preferable to the route that we proposed.

"’ mgoing to now just briefly talk about
t he of fshore construction map that we are proposing. Both
t he Connecticut landfall and the New York Long Island
| andfall would be installed using horizontal directional
drilling. Conventional dredge construction would be used
fromthe HIB exit point offshore to a depth of 20 feet.
From 20 feet and deeper |slander East is proposing to use
a subsea plow installation.

| sl ander East has al so nade nodifications
to the of fshore construction nmeasures originally proposed
based on feedback received from State agencies. The

nodi fications, I’mgoing to start first pertain to this

PCST REPORTI NG SERVI CE
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project area offshore in waters less than 20 feet. The
goal of those nodifications were to reduce sedi nentation,
sedi nent dispersion and mnimze inpacts to the benthic
environnent and to protect water quality. The
nodi fication involves limting sidecasting spoil fromthe
HDD exit area and the dredge section. The effect of that
nodi fication is two-fold. First, it elimnates the direct
i mpact fromthe footprint of the spoil adjacent to the
trench decreasing the actual project area disturbed.
Secondly, it prevents the spoil from being subject to wave
erosi on and deposition on the adjacent seafl oor and
shell fish bed. The effect of that nodification is a 90
percent decrease in footprint inpact for the Connecticut
near shore area.

As we devel oped these nodified nethods
| sl ander East conducted sedi ment nodeling to evaluate the
various scenarios that we're trying now. It confirns that
we're getting the results that we want. In doing that we
used a sedi ment nodel devel oped by the Corps of Engi neers
and the net result of that nodeling when we | ooked at the
nodi fi ed met hods shows that based on the nodeling the
sedinentation will be mnimal and woul d approach
background | evel s.

The ot her construction nodifications that
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we put forward pertains to part of the project offshore,
which is 20 feet deep -- 20 feet or deeper water. Again,
that’s the subsea pl ow section. After |ooking at the
results of the data collection and talking with
contractors we determned we would be able to elimnate
one of four installation passes, decreasing the inpact of
t he deeper installation by about 20 percent.

In addition to the construction
(i ndi scernible) develop mtigation nmeasures to protect
ot her resources. Specifically, |Islander East arranged for
pre-construction harvesting of all these shellfish beds by
t he | easehol ders prior to construction. W have al so
arranged for post-construction reseedi ng of those
shel | fish beds to hasten the restoration after the pipe is
installed. Additionally, we have devel oped a programto
rel ocate | obsternmen’s gear using licensed | obsternen to do
that and we’ ve establish a gear conpensation fund for any
| obstering gear that’s |ost or damaged as a result of
construction. And then finally we’'ll be coordinating al
of our construction with the United States Coast Quard.

As we devel oped the project we’ve al so
heard concerns about certain issues and | just want to
speak very briefly about some of those. Industrial

corridor along the pipeline route. 1In actuality, the
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pipeline is going to be buried after it’s installed and

the right of way is going to be restored. The pipeline

will parallel an existing Al gonquin pipeline and a
railroad.

Degradati on of open space in Branford. 1In
fact, the trail access of one point will be tenporarily

di sturbed during construction and the Branford Land Trust
properties we have devel oped site specific construction
restoration packages for each of those parcels.

Addi tional ly, permanent offshore inpact.
Vel |, construction will result in a tenporary inpact and
will not destroy permanently the sea floor. W’ve heard
about contam nated sedinments and in fact |slander East has
conducted site-specific sedinent analysis submtted that
to | aboratories which confirned that no contam nants
exceed regul atory threshold | evel s.

| npact to shellfishing. The project has
been pl anned, both in the construction of timng and/or
restoration standpoint to mnimze inpact to shellfishing
resources. And lastly, safety. The pipeline is the

saf est node of energy transportation avail abl e.

The project does have benefits. |slander
East will provide additional capacity and reliability to
Connecticut’s gas conpanies. |slander East will nake
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addi ti onal gas available for use in Connecticut power
plants and will enhance the reliability and security of

t he regi onal gas supply system Islander East will also
make exporting electricity fromLong Island to sout hwest
Connecticut feasible. Natural gas-fired generation wll
result in cleaner air for us in Connecticut and Long
Island. And lastly, Islander East will bring $46, 000, 000
to the I ocal Connecticut econony and create 300 jobs
during construction and provi de ongoi ng tax revenues

duri ng operati on.

In summary, FERC has determ ned the need,
eval uated alternatives and certified the route. They have
concluded that the project is environmental |y acceptabl e
as conditioned and |slander East has since then decreased,
in fact, we’ve nodified the nethods |’ve just described.
Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you. Ladies
and gentlenen, | would ask that there be no appl ause
during this hearing? Ladies and gentlenen, it is crucial
for this public process that your voice is heard and we're
here to listen. W’'IlIl listen to your comments, understand
your concerns and provide you an opportunity to put your
t houghts on the record should you care to do so. The

hearing conducted will be conducted in a nmanner that all
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who desire to express their views will be given an
opportunity to do so. To preserve the right of all to
express their views | ask that there be no interruption.

Furthernmore, in order to nmake any deci sions
regarding this permt application, we, the United States
Arny Corps of Engineers, need to have you invol ve yourself
in this environnental permt review, not just tonight, but
t hroughout the entire process. Wen you cane in copies of
the public notice and the procedures to be foll owed at
this hearing were available. |If you did not receive these
those are available at the registration desk. | wll not
read either the procedures or the public notice, but they
will be entered into the record.

A transcript of this hearing is being
prepared and the record will remain open and witten
conments may be submitted tonight or by mail until August
15'", 2003. Al comrents will receive full consideration.
Anyone who cannot attend, but wi shes to send to witten
conments should forward those comments to our headquarters
in Concord, Massachusetts.

Lastly, 1'd like to reenphasize that the
Corps of Engi neers has nade no decision regarding this
permt. It is our responsibility to fully evaluate the

Al gonqui n Gas Transm ssion and | sl ander East Pipeline
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proposed activity and it’s inpact prior to our decision.
And in order to acconplish that we need your input.

Again, we are here to receive your conments and not to
enter into discussion of those conments or reach any
concl usion. Any questions you have should be directed to
the record and not to the individuals on the panel.

Col onel Koning, if there’s no objection |
wi Il now dispense with the reading of the public notice of
this hearing and have it entered into record. Thank you
sir.

A transcript of this hearing is being nmade
to assure details of people’s coments. A copy of this
transcript will be available at our Concord, Massachusetts
headquarters, on our web site for your use, or you may
make arrangenents with the stenographer for a copy at your
own expense. Individuals speaking today will be called to
the m crophone in the order they signed in and as provided
for by our hearing protocol that was distributed and
posted in the reception area.

When maki ng a statenent please cone forward
to one of the m crophones on either side, state your nane
and the interest you represent. As there are many who
wi sh to provide comments, all with the exception of those

represented, U S. Senators or U S Representatives in the
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House of Congress will receive two mnutes to speak, no
nor e.

The traffic signal in front of you will
indicate the following. The green light will come on as
soon as you introduce yourself and will indicate that two
m nutes are remai ning. The anber |ight indicates one
mnute left and the red Iight of course nmeans that your
time has expired. Please identify if you' re speaking for
or representing a position of an organization. |If you're
speaki ng for yourself, say so. And | propose getting al
who wi sh to speak will have the opportunity to do so.
Should we run out of tine this evening, as there are many
t hat have signed up, those who have signed up will be
contacted individually by the Arnmy Corps of Engineers in
the very near future and future arrangenments will be nade
to provide you access to an additional hearing.

Once again, we have an additiona
st enogr apher | ocated outside of the hearing room shoul d

you Wi sh to dictate your individual statenment for the

record. There are no tinme limts on that -- on those
statements. We will now begin to receive your conments
according to the hearing protocol. Again, oral or witten

statenments receive equal consideration in making our

decision. |f you have a witten statenent, sunmarize it
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to fit the two-minute limtation and enter the entire
statenent for the record.

The first individual will be Alison Dodge
who is representing U S. Representative Rosa DelLauro.

M5. ALLI SON DODGE: CGood evening. M/ nane
is Allison Dodge. |I'mw th Congressworman Rosa DelLauro’ s
office and I’'mhere to submt comrent on behal f of the
Congresswonan regardi ng the |slander East proposal.

M5. ROSA DeLAURO  “(Good evening. First
let me thank the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers for
providing this opportunity to voice our concerns with the
proposed natural gas pipeline presented by the Islander
East Pi peline Conpany. The many residents and concerned
citizens you will hear fromthis evening have invested
countl ess hours in research and review of this proposal.
Their concerns nust be addressed by the Federal and State
regul atory agencies who will determ ne whether this
pipeline is allowed to be constructed as it is currently
pr oposed.

Sinply stated, | am opposed to the
construction and installation of the Islander East
pipeline. In the two years since the conpany first
submtted their proposal, | have becone increasingly

concerned about the route through which they plan to run
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the pipeline. Not only does this proposal have negative
i mpacts on the comunities through which it will be
buried, but | believe it will have grave inpacts on the
del i cate ecosystem of the Long Island Sound.

Since the inception of the Cean Water Act
in 1972, investnents in water pollution control prograns
have | ed to great inprovenents in the water quality of
Long Island Sound. Ten percent of our country’s
popul ation lives within 50 mles of the Sound. A healthy
Sound is critical to our econony and our quality of life.

When we | ook at the continuing inpact of the cross-Sound
pi peline that already exists, we as a community and a
State, are weary of any additional harmthat may cone with
the installation of another pipeline.

Connecticut’s shoreline communities and the
Long Island Sound, particularly the Thinble Islands and
associ ated shellfisheries in this area, represent an
enormous cultural, historical and econom c value to our
State. The drilling and trenching activities associ ated
with the proposed pipeline will endanger the | ocal
envi ronment and the Sound as a whol e.

The State of Connecticut has and conti nues
to work hard to ensure that we have an adequate, reliable

energy supply. Wile |I understand and appreciate the
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benefits to additional energy resources, | cannot support
a proposal that will have such negative inpacts on our
conmuni ti es and provides no benefit to our State.
Sol utions to our neighbor’s energy needs cannot be nade at
t he expense of the State of Connecticut and the Long
| sl and Sound.

The U. S. Arny Corps of Engineers, as a
Federal regulatory body, has a responsibility to ensure
that projects such as these are routed and constructed in
a way that will cause the | east environnental damage.
Wth the inplication of such drastic inpacts to our
environnment, | must believe that there is an
environnental ly preferable option. | would urge the Corps
to be vigilant and thorough in their review of this
proposal. | believe that you will find that you nust deny
the applicant’s request for further regulatory permts.

Thank you for your time and consi deration
of ny comments.”

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you. The next
speaker will be Scott Jackson, representing Senator Joe
Li eber man.

MR SCOIT JACKSON: CGood evening. | am
Scott Jackson, Deputy State Director for Senator Joe

Li eberman and 1’ mhere to share a |etter co-signed by
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Senat or Chri st opher Dodd, Congresswonman Rosa DelLauro and
Senator Lieberman. It is addressed to Col onel Koning.

“W are witing today in regards to the
| sl ander East Pipeline project, which proposes the
construction and installation of a 24-inch dianeter
natural gas pipeline from Cheshire, Connecticut through
five communities and across the Long Island Sound to
Brookhaven and Cal verton, New York. |Islander East, LLC
will be required to obtain a permt fromthe U S. Arny
Corps of Engineers in order to nove forward with
construction.

As you may be aware, serious concerns have
been rai sed about the significant environnental inpacts
this project will have on the Connecticut shoreline
conmunities and the Long Island Sound. After thorough
review, the Connecticut Departnent of Environnental
Protection, DEP, again determned that the project was not
consistent with the State’s Federal |y approved Coast al
Zone Managenent Program CZMP. The DEP found that even
with the conpany’s proposed changes to their installation
that the construction and installation of this pipeline
woul d have negative inpacts on water quality, shellfish
habi tat, water-dependent use and tidal wetl ands.

The Connecticut’s CZMP was designed to
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bal ance national energy interests with the protection of
Connecticut’s environnent. The |slander East proposal
sinply does not neet the basic standards, which have been
set to facilitate this balance. 1In addition to the DEP' s
obj ections the |Islander East project has al so been

revi ewed by several Federal agencies in accordance with
the National Environnmental Policy Act and ean Air. To
date both the United States Environmental Protection
Agency and the United States Fish and Wldlife Service
have expressed nunerous concerns with the proposed

pr oj ect.

The proposed drilling and dredgi ng
activities associated with the pipeline threaten
irreparable harmto the ecol ogy of the Long Island Sound
and our shoreline conmunities, which represent enornous
cultural and historical significance to our State. Wile
| sl ander East has proposed a nunber of mtigation efforts
we do not believe that they will sufficiently protect the
Long Island Sound and the surrounding communities fromthe
potential damage caused by the |slander East pipeline.

Ten years ago lroquois Gas installed a
natural gas pipeline across the Sound and as a result we
have yet to see the full restoration of the Sound bottom

The negative inpacts on the Sound s delicate ecosystem
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have transl ated into econom c inpacts for our shell and
fin fishermen. When we | ook at the continuing inpacts of
the Cross Sound natural gas pipeline that already exists
we are very wary of any additional harmthat nmay come with
the installation of another pipeline.

The U. S. Arny Corps of Engineers, as a
Federal regulatory body, has a responsibility to ensure
that projects such as these are routed and constructed in
a way that will cause the | east environnmental damage. W
trust that the Corps will be vigilant and thorough in
their review of this proposal and strongly urge you to
deny the Applicant’s request for further regulatory
permts.

V& appreciate your consideration in this
matter and we | ook forward to a response. Sincerely
Chri stopher J. Dodd, U.S. Senator; Joseph |. Lieberman,
U.S. Senator; Rosa DeLauro, Menber of Congress.”

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you sir. Qur
next speaker, Mchelle G| nman, representing Senator
Chri st opher Dodd.

M5. M CHELLE G LMAN.  Thank you and good
evening. I'mMchelle Glman and |’ mrepresenting Senat or
Chri st opher Dodd. Thank you very nuch for permtting ne

to speak. M remarks will be brief.
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“I wanted to thank the Arny Corps of
Engi neers for holding this inmportant hearing.
Unfortunately, ny schedul e does not pernmit nme to be with
you in person. However, | want to convey ny opposition to
t he | sl ander East pipeline.

For several years | have received numerous
letters, tel ephone calls and emails fromconstituents
descri bing their concerns regarding the |slander East
proposal. Many citizens have asserted that the drilling
and dredging activities associated with the proposed
pipeline will be destructive to the |ocal environnent and
will harmthe waters and fisheries of Long Island Sound.
| whol eheartedly concur and over the past two years have
joined with menbers of our Congressional delegation in
witing to various Federal agencies urging a halt to this
ill-advised proposal.

Long Island Sound is a jewel in our region
and we have nade significant strides in its restoration.
Thr ough the cooperative effort of concerned individual s,
organi zations, and the State of Connecticut, the ongoing
cl eanup of Long Island Sound is one of the nost successful
efforts under the National Estuary program To go forward
with the pipeline at this time would do irreparable harm

to Long Island Sound and the region’s econony. Further,
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the natural gas pipeline will not solve any pressing
energy needs in Connecticut.

Sinply put, the proposal does not neet the
basi ¢ standards of the Coastal Zone Managenent Program
whi ch is designed to bal ance National energy interests
with the protection of Connecticut’s environment.

Deci sions we nake today will have an inpact on the quality
of our air, water and land for years to cone.

Just | ast week, the Connecticut Departnent
of Environnmental Protection rejected the |Islander East
pi peline proposal for a second tine. | thank our DEP for
its diligent evaluation as the conpany’s nodified plans
woul d still cause significant harmto the waters of Long
I sland Sound. Finally, | especially want to thank those
Connecticut residents who have given their tinme and
conmtment to keep this issue in the spotlight.

| urge the Arny Corps of Engineers to
oppose the |slander East natural gas pipeline proposal.
Thank you.”

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you very nuch
The next speaker is Robert Fox who will read a statenent
from Congressman Chri st opher Shays.

MR ROBERT FOX: M/ name is Robert Fox and

| live at 15 Long Point Road in Stony Creek and |’ m
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privileged to read this statenent fromthe Honorabl e
Chri st opher Shays, who is a U S. Congressman for the 4'"
District of Connecticut. The letter is addressed to M.
Cori Rose, Regul atory Commi ssion, Arny Corps of Engi neers.

“Dear Ms. Rose. | amwiting to express ny
opposition to the Islander East Pipeline Conpany’ s request
for a permt for a natural gas pipeline across Long |sland
Sound. Wile natural gas nay lead to better air quality,
the scale of disruption that will occur if this proposal
goes forward makes the |slander East proposal untenable.

I n many ways, Long Island Sound has cone a
long way in the | ast decades, but as recent events,

i ncluding the still-unexplained | obster die-off, have
conpel led us to renmenber, the Sound’s health is extrenely
precari ous.

The concerns rai sed about this proposed
project by the Environmental Protection Agency and Fi sh
and Wldlife Service have not been adequately addressed.
And the finding of the Connecticut Departnent of
Environnental Protection that this is inconsistent with
t he Coastal Zone Managenent Program surely the
under st at enent of the year when describing a 23-mle scar
across the heart of the Sound nust not be ignored.

We've learned fromthe installation of
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| roquoi s’ existing pipeline in 1991 that damage to the
Sound is both cumul ati ve and permanent. The Sound cannot
afford that kind of damage. W sinply will not have a
world to live in if we continue our neglectful ways.

Wiile it is inportant we have sufficient
power to neet increasing demands for electricity, our
par anmount concern has to be protecting the irreplaceable
and fragile Long Island Sound ecosystem

Si ncerely, Christopher Shays.”

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir.
(begi ns speaking before tape) two mnute limtation and a
rem nder that there is a stenographer available in the
rear out by the registration area and you nmay proceed to
gi ve statenent wi thout the inpedinent of tine
restrictions. The next speaker will be Senator G L.
Qunther -- State Senator G L. Qunther. Followed by State
Senator Bill Aniscovich

SENATOR GEORGE GUNTHER:  May | sit here
rather than stand? The reason | say that, I'ma little
bit handi capped, not really, but -- can | give alittle
bit of ny background without cutting into ny two m nutes?
| think I"ve earned a little bit of that.

Vell, ny whole |ife has been on Long Island

Sound since | was 10 nonths old. M/ father was a
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(i ndiscernible) who had a famly (indiscernible) and that
type of thing. | go back 37 years as a State Senator. |
authored the Tidal Wetlands Law in 1969. | co-authored --

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Hol d t he appl ause

SENATOR GUNTHER  -- don’t take the tine
off of nme. Anyway, | co-authored the Inland Wtl ands Law.

| have done the nmajor |aw changes that related to

fisheries, shell fisheries, that type of thing over these
37 years. |’ve had 30 years in the Atlantic States Marine
Fi sheries Comm ssion, which | think qualifies me to be a
little bit nore than just another person around here
gi ving you hell

| am thoroughly concerned that the process
here as far as the hearing tonight. |’ve been through this
process. But I1'd like to take -- | have some long letters
between the Siting Council, the U S. Corps of Engi neers,
FERC -- you nanme it and |'ve got it. |’ve gotten nore
letters and | wi sh you d take themand get themin one
spot and then give ne the nunbers of the replies |’ ve
gotten over those letters.

| tell you, | have no idea if it was ever
recorded as sending a statement in and you have to nmake an
exception with Ms. Cori. She at |east called ne up and

told nme they got ny letter. But | got a hell of a |ot of
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correspondence in all of these areas.

And for the past three years | have covered
practically every one of the attenpts to take the gas
pi pes and cabl es whether it’s been |Islander East or the
Cross Sound Cabl e and even Northeast Uilities down in
Norwal k. There’s a trenendous anount of background we
have in this whole area that has never -- | don’t know
that it’s ever been put on the deck by the people who
partici pated, because | haven't been in on those neetings.

W don’t have the time as Legislators to be constantly at
every hearing that goes on in the State. And | can tel
you we’ve put an awful lot of tine in on this crossings
t hat you have here now.

Long Island Sound is classified as one of
the three major bays of the United States, of national
significance. It’s a glacial |ake that opened up and al
of us, any of us that have been involved for any period of
time will tell you, you ain’t going to nothing out there
where you tear up the bottom of that harbor and put it
back the way it was before. Al | can tell you, there is
tons of docunentation -- in fact, the past year and a hal f
we’ ve had a study going on in the |last year, a task force,
and we’ ve devel oped 28 naps on plot planning the entire

State of Connecticut and Long Island Sound. | daresay
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t hat your Conm ssion, nor the other Conm ssions, nor the
Siting Council has considered all that naterial.

| say that’'s something -- that if you did
not hing el se but sat down at this point and reviewit, |
have a statenent that | put in, |I’ve augnented that
statement with a couple of exhibits to give you a piece of
what we have out there that ought to be included in this
whol e process.

| think that we -- so you don’t shut ne off
at some point, | see that red light, and jeez | get a
little sick of seeing the red lights on the hi ghway
wi thout coming to a neeting and getting it. A right?

Al 1 can tell you is there is a |lot of
material that I'd like to take and sit down, not in this
type of forum | think that us Legi slators put enough
tine into this and work our little butts off in order to
get in here should at |east get the courtesy of comng in
and sitting down, man to man. | don’t tell you to have
300 people in a hall, | think you can be sel ective about
it.

| can give you four nanes of people who |’'d
like to have sit down and di al ogue with you on a techni cal
basis. People |like John Rowl and, he was involved in this

State, but we had people like Ral ph Lewis, our State
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Ceol ogist. Incidentally, the State Geol ogist, | was
shocked back two years ago, nobody ever told the nman to
give testinony. Now he’'s -- both these guys are retired
now, so they don’t worry about -- even worry about the
nonkey on their back working for the State, okay?

The third guy I'd like to see, Harry
Beckworth (phonetic), who was the head of -- who was the
head of Fisheries for years. And they re saying -- now
retired-- but a real dialogue. So | say -- and | know
that red light’s been on --

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  There are over 100
peopl e who wi sh to speak tonight.

SENATOR GUNTHER: | know, but | --

MODERATOR ROSENBERG -- and we appreci ate
it, so please tie it up. W’'IIl follow up. The next
speaker is will be --

SENATOR GUNTHER. -- may | please -- three
things and I’'Il make it real pretty for you. Everybody’'s
tal king about, is there an alternative, and they say, no.
"1l tell you there’'s an alternative that will not go
across Long Island Sound that you didn’t have in your naps
when you had your public hearings, because | was at the
heari ngs.

There’'s a corridor that’'s been established.
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The FLAG Tel econ corridor that goes all the way from
Nort hport to Montauk Point and you have just -- the FERC
has just approved the East Chester plot of Iroquois, which
gives you a 24-inch gas line going all the way into the
Bronx. That’'s a corridor that goes fromthe Bronx to
Mont auk Poi nt, whi ch nobody has ever taken and consi der ed.
| brought this to the FERC. Now --
MODERATOR ROSENBERG:  Senator. Senator.
|"msorry, we really nust hear the public’'s comments al so.
| thank you very much and our next speaker is State
Senator Bill Aniscovich.
SENATOR BI LL ANI SCOVI CH:  Thank you. |
want to thank Senator Qunther, especially for his
| eadership on this issue, even if he is a bit | ongw nded,
but we love him and ny other colleagues for being with us
here tonight.
M/ nane is Bill Aniscovich, and I’'ma State
Senator fromthe 12'" District. M district includes the
towns of East Haven, Branford, Quilford, North Branford
and Madison. | served in the General Assenbly for 13
years and |I’ve lived ny entire life in the town of
Branford and I’ mhere not only as the State Senator from
Branford, but also as a resident of a nei ghborhood that

will be directly inpacted by this proposal.
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| " mhere tonight to state for the record ny
conpl ete and unequi vocal opposition to your granting a
permt to the proposal by Islander East to build a new 24-
i nch dianmeter pipeline froman existing gas transm ssion
facility in North Haven through the towns of North Haven,
East Haven, North Branford and Branford.

In addition to the obvious environnental
i npacts that woul d be caused by the conpletion of the
proposed project, there are at |east three inportant
reasons to deny approval to this permt application.

First, Islander East has failed to do a
conpl ete anal ysis of alternative routes avail able for
pl acenent of a pipeline. They have indeed, as the
correspondence in your possession right now proves, have
resisted the effort to do a conplete analysis. And an
alternative corridor does exist as Senator Qunther pointed
out, in New York that woul d accommobdate the place of this
pi peline, yet is not even being considered.

Second, this proposal w Il have undeniably
negative inpacts on one of the nost environnentally
sensitive areas of Long Island Sound. |In Branford al one,
t he proposed pipeline path cuts through three Land Trust
properties and indirectly inmpacts other conservation

wet | ands and upl ands.
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Third, the undeniable truth is that there
exi st other routes by which to nove energy through and to
Long Island. The environnmental destruction and ecol ogi cal
di sruption that will result fromthis project is
conpl etely unnecessary. W can find a better way to
provide energy to Long Island and to our region if it’s
necessary and it is our collective duty to do so.

When you consider this permt application
pl ease consider the clear public policy value that the
Connecticut Legislature and the people of Connecticut have
pl aced on our environnental assets. And we ask you when
deci di ng whether to grant this permt application to
choose to respect the choices that we have nmade
collectively as a conmunity to respect our environmental
assets, not to respect those choices made by a conpany
that seeks to profit fromthe exploitation of our
envi ronment .

Thank you for considering our point.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Ladi es and gent | enen
| asked everybody to follow our official -- and that is to
be polite. Please do not interrupt, no applause. W have
a lot of people who want to be heard and they' re all
getting tired of waiting.

Qur next speaker will be State
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Representative R chard Roy, who will be followed by State
Representative Larry Ml |l er

REPRESENTATI VE Rl CHARD ROY: Thank you.
State Representative Richard Roy, 23 Howe Street in
MIlford. M town knows what it’s |ike to have a pipeline
go through. 10 years ago the Iroquois |ine went through,
we still have barren shellfish beds there. Please do not
send this one and put a barren shellfish bed on the east
si de of New Haven Har bor.

Rat her than go through sone alternatives,
|1l give you that in witing, what | would like you to
consider is a zoning map for Long |sland Sound.
Everything we do shoreward is guided by a zoning map of
the communities. Wat is a good use for this and? Wat
is a good use for this? Taking all of the entities,
putting pressure on Long Island Sound, we can devel op the
zoning map for Long Island Sound that will allow us to
nmake t he best use and protect our future, the future of
Long I sl and Sound.

Pl ease consider that. Bring it around and
then we can nove forward with a nunber of projects,
especially those that are beneficial to Connecticut and
Long Island Sound. Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you sir. The
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next speaker is State Representative Larry MIler, who
will be followed by Representative Pat Wdlitz.

REPRESENTATI VE LARRY M LLER  Good eveni ng.

M/ nane is Larry MIller, I’mState Representative for the
town of Stratford, which is a shoreline community. And

| " mhere to speak not for the State of Connecticut, but |
know that 3.4 mllion people, residents of the State are
opposed to any destruction of Long Island Sound’ s
ecosystem

That’s what the |Islander East project wll
do. Just look at the 10-year-old Iroquois pipeline,
not hing has grown in that area of the pipeline. The sane
thing will happen to the floor of the Sound where the
| sl ander East path is proposed. New York has not built a
power generator facility in 10 years and now i S using
Connecticut’s Long Island Sound as a free pathway to get
power to Long I sl and.

Long Island has rejected all proposals to
install generators on the Island. Long |Island has even
sued the State of New York for proposing even a tenporary
44 nmegawatt di esel portable generator in that area. Mke
no m stake, power will be for Long Island and New York
Cty, not Connecticut.

| would ask that the Corps reject this
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proposal and | ook at the inpact of the Iroquois Pipeline,
whi ch has damaged the ecosystemin that particul ar area.
Long Island Sound is too valuable a resource. Connecti cut
uses Long Island Sound for fishing, sw nmng, boating,
sunbat hing and a host of other activities and is one of
the nost significant assets of our State. W should not
be the doormat for the State of New York and | woul d hope
that you do reject this.

And | just want to say that we have three
ganbl i ng casinos -- two ganbling casinos in Connecticut,

t he Mohegan Sun and Foxwoods. Long Island Sound is now a
pl ace where mllions of dollars are being spent to keep

t he oystermen and the | obsternen from sayi ng anyt hi ng
negative about this particular pipeline. And | hope you
reject it.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir. Next
speak Representative Pat Wdlitz who will be followed by
Represent ative Peter Panaroni

REPRESENTATI VE PAT WDLITZ: Thank you and
good evening. May nanme is Pat Wdlitz. | amthe
Connecticut State Representative for the 98" District,

t hr ough whi ch the proposed project is planned. And al so
as Co-Chair of the Connecticut General Assenbly’s

Envi ronment Conmittee I’ mhere tonight in total agreenent
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with and support of the Connecticut Attorney General, the
Connecti cut Departnent of Environmental Protection and the
peopl e of Branford in oppositions to Islander East’s
appl i cation.

Wil e the Islander East project threatens
to negatively inpact open space, highland wetlands, 18
wat er bodi es and Long Island Sound, a special concern is
the inmpact on the magnificent Thinble Islands, which are
not only a tourismmagnet, but al so support diverse
habitats for waterfow , birds and even seals. Wthin the
path of the project are conmercial and recreationa
shel | fish beds. Connecticut has already, as we’ ve heard,
experienced the degradation of oyster beds fromthe
I roquois Pipeline in 1991. To this day the shellfish beds
inits path have never recovered.

In its proposal |slander East plans to use
hori zontal directional drilling to penetrate the fl oor of
the Sound. In the event that this nethod is unsuccessful,
there is a lack of information regarding alternative
construction and the resulting environnental inpact.

There is al so concern that during the HDD construction
that drilling fluid, bentonite, could be released into the
wat ers of the Sound placing the shellfish in peril. In

his July 30'" |etter to Islander East our DEP Conmi ssi oner
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Arthur Rocque stated, and | quote, “That the activities as
proposed by |slander East in the proposed | ocation would
cause significant adverse inpacts to coastal resources and
wat er dependent uses and woul d therefore be inconsistent
with the enforceable policies of the Connecticut Coast al
Zone Managenent Plan.” The Conm ssioner is here this
eveni ng.

" mgoing to | eave you copi es of
Connecticut Legislation that we have worked diligently on
during the past session to devel op a conprehensive
pl anni ng process for energy projects that are sited with a
hi gher standard for those that go underwater through the
Sound to make a qualification that they neet the highest
standard of public need and to al so assure that there are
cunul ative inpacts assessed and that those will be
scrutinized carefully.

"1l close by saying | strongly oppose this
proposed project as it blatantly ignores the clearly
docunented public policy goals of the State of
Connecticut. It is in direct conflict with Connecticut’s
Federal | y approved Coastal Zone Managenent Act, does not
provi de adequate information on alternative construction
nmet hodol ogi es, does not give adequate consideration to

alternatives sites. The potential inpact of this proposal
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on water quality, shellfish and shellfish beds, tida
wet | ands and the Public Trust of Long Island Sound, an
estuary of National significance, is devastating. W
should all stand firmin a resounding no to this project.

Thank you very much

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you na’am  The

next speaker is State Representative Peter Panaroni, who
will be foll owed by Robert Snook, representing -- from
Attorney General Blunmenthal’s office.

REPRESENTATI VE PETER PANARONI :  Thank you
very much. M nane is Peter Panaroni. |'mfromthe 102"
District, Branford, I’'mthe State Representative here.
And | want to thank you for having this hearing tonight.
And | want to personally welconme you to the best little
town by the Sound, Branford. Please keep it that way.
Don’t allow this to happen.

As you have heard before nme, and you will
hear after me, many comments about how terrible this
pipeline is and howit’'s going to effect one of the nost
beauti ful pieces of sound devotion of |and, our Sound.
And it’s sonething that is not needed. It is of no
benefit to the town of Branford. You ve heard what the
statenment placed in Stratford fromour Representatives in

that area. You will see a diverse group of individuals
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here who will speak opposed and you will see sone of
course in favor.

But pl ease take into consideration what
this is going to do to our beautiful Sound. It happened
in Stratford. W have seen the fishing, nothing has cone
back. This is something that is not necessary. As you
heard from Doc Qunther, there are alternative ways to
bring gas out to Long Island other than com ng across our
Sound.

It’s a beautiful, beautiful ocean out
there. Please don't allowit to be disturbed. Thank you
very rmuch.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you sir. The
next speaker, Robert Snook from Attorney General
Bl unenthal s office and he’ll be followed by Comnm ssioner
Art Rocque fromthe Connecticut Department of Environnent
Prot ecti on.

MR ROBERT SNOOK: Good evening. M nane
is Robert Snook fromthe Attorney General’s Ofice,
representing M. Blunenthal, whose schedul ed does not
permt himto be here tonight.

He has prepared a 17-page coment, which |
will be submtting and so | won't go over the two m nutes

| will be reading fromthe first page of the coments,

PCST REPORTI NG SERVI CE
HAMDEN, CT (800) 262-4102



© 00 ~N oo o B~ w N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO O B W N +—» O©O

44
HEARI NG RE: ALGONQUI N GAS/ | SLANDER EAST
AUGQUST 5, 2003

which is safe.

“The |slander East pipeline is an
environnental nightrmare, literally the worst case in the
worse place. A location | ess acceptable would be
i npossible to find. The project poses a direct and
substantial threat to critical ecosystemresources in the
Long Island Sound. |Its pernmanent harns clearly outweigh
any specul ative benefit fromhaving a duplicative pipeline
to Long Island.

Even if there is a valid need sonetinme for a new
pi peline, the planned route is unnecessarily and
unacceptably harnful, indeed, arguably the worst potenti al
route across the Sound. Every relevant regul atory agency
has agreed that the inpacts are severe and that a
preferable alternative exists. The DEP' s recent denial of
Coastal Zone Managenment Act permt in a separate decision
yesterday, tentatively denying a water quality permt,
pertain to the new and i nproved revised version of the
| sl and East project and reinforces the conclusion that not
only are the environnental inpacts of this project
particularly severe, the uniquely sensitive |ocation
renders it inpossible to conduct this type of activity in
this area.

Therefore, under Section 404 of the d ean
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Water Act, this permt nust be denied. Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you, sir. The
next speaker is Conm ssioner Art Rocque of the Connecti cut
Department of Environnental Protection, will be foll owed
by R ck Goodw n, Town Chairman for Branford.

MR ART ROCQUE: Cood evening. M nane is
Art Rocque and |’ m Comm ssi oner of Environnental
Protection. |If you need real estate ny staff will be of
assi stance (indiscernible, laughter).

The guidelines that 1’mgoing to refer to
were submtted to your record and are a part of that
record and 1’ Il just sunmarize it. Under Section 307 of
t he Coastal Zone Managenent Act, the Federal Coastal Zone
Managenent Act which denied certification of this project
in Cctober of 02, it was appeal ed i n Novenber of that
year and as you’' ve heard it already and as you well know
we deni ed certification.

A good faith attenpt has been nade by both
the Applicant and your staff as well as ny staff and the
staff of both Federal resource agencies to try and inprove
this project. | think that what we have here is we
actually have a relatively sinple problembut a very
difficult solution

Sinply put the corridor is unacceptable.
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Based on both lost -- and direct inpact and indirect

i npact to coastal resources, as well as the neasurenent of
(i ndi scernible) and future water dependent resources. Qur
standards are in statute. | understand there’'s likely to
be appeals to the Secretary of Commerce, we're fairly used
to that process, and suspect we will prevail. Should we
prevail of course Federal permts cannot issue.

W also think there are two other points
t hat should be nmade here. The first is, in our viewthis
project is not exenpt from State regul atory prograns and
State regulatory jurisdiction. The Applicant admtted as
much by submtting to that jurisdiction, but then failing
to conclude the application and revi ew process.

And | ast but not least, | don’t believe and
| feel that the Attorney General agrees with ne, he
certainly expressed that the Federal Energy and Regul atory
Conmi ssi on enjoys (indiscernible) here on Long Island
Sound.

The project area in Connecticut, and New
York for that matter, is public trust tidal |ands in which
we have a proprietary interest. There are no Federal
preenpted statutes that apply in this sense. Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you sir. The

next speaker is R ck Goodwin, who will be foll owed Robert
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