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The Honorsble Dooald U, Evang

Sesrwary of Crunmesee

Harhert C. Hoover Building

14zh Street and Canstintion Avenus, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20230
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January 23, 2003

1 am writing todxy in referense t a2 appeal which has bocn submitted by Islander Bast, L1.C 1o
overtum the Octobwr 15, 2002 dessial issued by the State of Conmetievt Department of Eavironmenta)
Protection (DEP) “tgarding the proposed conutruction of the Istander EastPipelme. As you may know, the
prpeline wopld exiead through five Congestiont vommuzit incleding Rruaford, Conaeeticnt, wherw ic

would entarithe Liyag teland Sound and contiana ta Shoreham, New York,

Vhaye rec2ntly received a copy of a noties Ssgued in the Fedaeal Register by the National Ocsagic
2ad Atmospheric Adminlstration whidh provides tnformation oo the procass under which this appcal will
be considardd, In the noticc, it is statad that public commant o this appeal will ba accepted until May 3.

2003.

Atyou muy know, this propased sotivity bas many interected partics, including a nambes of wywns,
commistions, non-profit agencies, And grass-roots arganizations, Thess in sidition to the many impacted
bome-ownes and coaverned aitivene. ]bdbvevntmdmmlbuldhveﬂwowwm
vocalize their concerns to the Deparemnent of Commerce A3 You congider the xppelient’s requeat.

I baficve that those most concerasd %Mnmﬂmﬁdh:ﬁﬁ&mmmfemwueh

Would as0ure theen that thy Departmagt of Commerce has heard thals vojes, T

mﬂduwngtmbushminghcmmﬁmumlu&isnmpﬂmmthc
comment pesiod. I and my staff would be avallabla m halp coordinaie this offogt,

request that you

clese of the publis

1 appreciate you consideration of this matier and ook forwad o your rosponse.
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Netional Qoesanic and Atmospheric Adminiscration

UNITED STATES DERARTMENT OF COMMERGE
X j Wanhington. D.C. 20230

Phres F
OFFICE DF THE GENERAL COUNSEL

FEB 3 20

The Honorable Rosa L. DeLauro
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative DeLauro:

Thank you for your recent letter to Secretary Evans requesting that a public hearing be held in
Connecticut concemning the natural gas pipeline proposed by the Islander Bast Pipeline Company.
Your letter notes Islander Bast brought an administrative appeal involving this project to the
Secretary of Commerce pursuant to the Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA). The appeal
results from the State of Connecticut’s objection to the company’s proposal. Since the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) manages many aspects of CZMA
administrative appeals for the Secretary, we were asked to respond to your letter.

NOAA will hold a public hearing in Connecticut during the public comment period to receive
testimony, comments and information relevant to issues before the Secretary in the Islander Bast
appeal. Details conceming this proceeding have not becn finalized, but enclosed is a copy of the
hearing notice recently filed with the Fedcral Register, and whxch is expected to be published this

week.
We hope this information is hetpful. Thank you for your interest in this important matter.
Sincerely,

Qerw £. Wté»t«

James R. Walpole
General Counsel

Enclogure




Sent By: NOAA/GCOS; QU 179 s4v0, FEUCITUD | L. N, rayc c

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Oceanic aad Atmosphcric Adminisuwaton

Federal Consistency Appeal by Islander East Pipeline Compuny from o Objection by the
Connecticut Depariment of Environmeutal Protection

AGENCY: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), Department of
Commerce (Commerce).

ACTION: Notice of Public llearing.

SUMMARY: This notice provides infornsation concerning a public hearing ta be held by the
National Occanic and Atmospheric Administration in Copnocticut. The hearing involves an
administrative appeal filed with the Department of Commerce by the falandcr East Pipeline

Company (Consistency Appeal of Islandor East Pipeline Company, L.L.C.).

DATES: NOAA will conduct the hearing during the public comment period for the appeal which
runs through May 8, 2003. A specific dale has not yot been confimmed. Additional information
concerning the heating will be available within upproximately 30 days from the publication of

this announcement.

ADDRESSES: A fpublic hearing for the Islander East administrativc appeal will take place in ihe
Statc of Connecticiit, at a site to he determined. The location will be announced 1 a subscqucat
Esderal menouce. Comments on issucs rclevant to the Secretary’s decision of this appeal
may be submitted b y email to IslanderEast. commems@noaa gov. Comunents may also be sent

by mail to the Ofﬁbe of the Gencgal Counsel tor Ocean Services, National Oceanic und
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Atmosphenic Admmnistration, U.S. Depariment of Commerce, 1305 East-West Highway, Silver
Spring, MD 2091G. Materials from the appeal record will be available at the Internet site
www,ogc.doc.gov/cema. ktm and at the Office of the General Counsel for Ocean Services. Also,
public filinge made by the parties (o the appeal will bc available at the Connecticut Depariment

of Enviromental I_‘.’mtoctiom 79 Elm Sueet, Hartford, CT.

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONTACT:
Branden Blum, Semior Counselor, NOAA Office of the Gencral Counsel, via email at

gcos.inquiﬁos@noe%m.guv. or a1 301-713-2967, extension 186.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Tsiander East Pipet'fnc Company, L.L.C. (Tslander East) filed a notice of appeal with the Secrulary
of Commerce (Secé‘etary) pursuant to the Coastal Zone Managoment Act of 1972 (CZMA), as
amended, 16 U.S.C. §§ 1451 et seq., asking that the Scerctary averride the State of Connechicut’s
objection to lslandc'::r East's proposed natural gas pipeline. The project would extend from an
interconnection with an existing pipeline near North Havea, Connceticut, to a terminus on Long

Tsland, New York, affecting the natural resources or land and water uses of Connccticut’s coastal

zone.

The National Occanic and Atmospheric Administration, on behalf of the Secretury of Commerce,

will conduct a public heuring for the Islander East appeal, at a location in the State of
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Connccticut. The purpose of the hearing is (o oblain information relevant to issues o be decided
by the Secretary in'the appeal. A summary of relevant issues, as well as additional background
mformation concerning the appeal, appears in a Junuary 24, 2003, Federy] Rugister
announcemenl. See 68 FR 3513. A copy of the announcement also can be found on the
Dcpartment of Commerce CZMA Congistency Appoals website located at

htlp://www.ogc.doe.govcama, him.

The public hmnng ig expeeted to be held during the Spring of 2003. Initial details conceming
the hearing, such as the date and a specific locale, should be availablec within approximately
30 days from the publication of this announcement, via the Internct at the website address listed

above and through 2 subsequent Feyeral Registee notice.

Qucstions concerning the hearing may be sent via email to geos. inquires@aoau. gov of madc by

telephone to 301 713-2967, extension 186.

]~ 21- 43 gmd_@_}éé/‘v
Jumes R Walpole

Datc '
General Counsel

[Fedeval Domestic Assistance Catalog No. 11.419 Coustal Zone Management Program
Assistance.]
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