18-982/2002 0s:57

CLERK OF THE BOARD » 913317134367

BEFORE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
OF THE COUNTY OF SANTA CRUZ, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

RESOLUTION NO. 363-2002

NO.324 Db@e2

0091

On the motion &6f Supervisor Wormboudt
duly seconded by Supervisor Almqusit
the following resolution is adopted

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF MAINTAINING STATES' RIGHTS IN
COASTAL ZONE CONSISTENCY DETERMINATIONS ABOUT FEDERAL AND
FEDERALLY-PERMITTED INDUSTRIAL PROJECTS

WHEREAS, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) has called for agency and public comments on their pending
proposed amendments to the "consistency™ provisions of the
federal Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA), particularly those
ruées affecting the State role in offshore drilling decisions;
an : ~ ‘ : '

WHEREAS, coastal states and local governments have for
30 years relied upon State consistency determinations to ensure
their legitimate role in decisions about offshore drilling, ocean
dumping, liquified natural gas (ILNG) facilities, subsea
pipelines, and other coastal industrial installations affecting
the 33 states with a federally-approved Coastal Management Plan
(CMP) ; and . .

WHEREAS, the tradition of successful state-federal
partnexships, well documented throughout the history of the
federal consistency process, has provided no evidence that NOAA's
newly proposed rulemaking is either needed or relevant, while
recent calls to undermine the longstanding state-federal. balance
under CZMA have originated from narrow special interests seeking
a diminished state role in industrial siting decisions related
primarily to offshore oil and gas activities; and .

' WHEREAS, a five-year comprehensive review of the consistency
process, completed in 2000 by NOAR, revealed no flaws in need of:
correction and led to the adoption of only minor amendments; and

WHEREAS, the currently-proposed NOAA rule changes would
undermine the legitimate role of affected states, including the
proposed adoption weakening provisions such as ngeneral negative
determinations," consolidation of blanket approvals for multiple
federal actions, raising the threshold of information required of
coastal states in making consistency determinations, and fast-
track streamlining of expedited approval processes; and

WHEREAS, these proposed rulemakings would represent, in
aggregate, a substantial, inappropriate, and unjustified erosion

'of ‘the important state role undex the CZMA pxoceas, particularly

with respect to federal offshore drilling decisions; and
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WHEREAS, in proposing additional new requlatory actions to -
diminish the state role in permitting decisions for what the
notice refers to as "far offshore” projects, NOAA fails to define
their own intended terminolegy in their references to "far
offshore" projects at any point in the Federal Register Notice,
while industrial infrastructure resulting from offshore
activities will "inevitably directly impact state coastal zones.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Santa Cruz County
Board of Supervisors hereby adopts these comments opposing the
weakening of the state role in Coastal Zone consistency

determinations in response to the Advanced Notice of Proposed 1

Rulemaking published by NOAA in Federal Registry Notice Volume
67, No. 127, 44407-44410, 15 CFR Part 930, Docket No. 020422093-
2093, entitled "Procedural Changes to the Federal Consistency

Process. ™

. PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Supervisors of the County
of Santa Cruz, State of California, this lar_ day of .

Pirdie, Wormhoudt, Campos, Almquist and Beautz

JANET K.

 BEAUTZ
JANET K. BEAUTZ, Chairperson
Board of Supervisors ' ,

October : 2002, by the following vote:
AYES: SUPERVISORS
NOES:; SUPERVISORS None
ABSENT: SUPERVISORS Yone
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