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OFFICE OF ENERGY PROJECTS




In Reply Refer To: 

AES Sparrows Point LNG, LLC 

Docket No. CP07-62-000
Mid-Atlantic Express, LLC

Docket No. CP07-63-000








November 7, 2007
Odin Smith, Attorney-Advisor

Office of the General Counsel for Ocean Services

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)

U.S. Department of Commerce
1305 East-West Highway, Suite 6111
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910
RE:
Request for Comments on an Administrative Appeal to the Coastal Zone Management Act for the AES Sparrows Point LNG Project.
Dear Mr. Smith:
On October 11, 2007, Joel La Bissonniere of your office requested comments of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (Commission) on an administrative appeal brought by AES Sparrows Point LNG, LLC and Mid-Atlantic Express, LLC (collectively, AES) pursuant to the Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA).  AES is appealing the State of Maryland’s objection to AES’ proposed liquefied natural gas terminal in Baltimore County, Maryland, and an associated 88-mile pipeline that would transport gas from the terminal to three interstate pipeline systems serving the Mid-Atlantic region. 
The Commission is in the process of conducting an extensive analysis of the project as required by the Natural Gas Act (NGA), the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), and other statutes.  This analysis will examine the need for the project, and include an exhaustive study of the project’s environmental impacts, alternatives, and safety and security.  The Commission is in the early stages of collecting information on the project and has not yet even issued a draft or final environmental impact statement.  Therefore, at this time we are not in a position to comment on the issues raised by your letter.
Pursuant to section 15 of the NGA, the Commission acts as the lead agency for purposes of coordinating all applicable authorizations and for the purposes of complying with NEPA.  The Commission is also required to set schedules for the issuance of all federal authorizations for natural gas infrastructure proposals, and to maintain a consolidated record of all decisions made with respect to any federal authorization.  Such record shall be the record for appeals or reviews under the CZMA or judicial review under section 19(d) of the NGA.  
It is my understanding that certain material from the consolidated record for this project was provided to your office by AES on August 8, 2007.  However, please note that the record is still being developed, as decisions have not yet been made on all necessary federal authorizations. 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this matter.  If you have any questions or require any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Sincerely,








/s/ J Mark Robinson
J. Mark Robinson

Director

Office of Energy Projects

cc:
Public File, Docket Nos. CP07-62-000 and CP07-63-000

